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johnhbarker@btinternet.com  
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 Society Calendar 2013  

 Details of the Programme for 2013 can be found in the Programme Card enclosed with the November  issue 
of the Journal.  If you do not have a programme card please contact the Editor.  

 

 

A Profile of Officers and Committee of the Postal Stationery Society  
 

Edward Caesley - Membership Secretary 

 

I was born at Paignton, Devon and started collecting stamps when I was at boarding school. I have lived 

all my life in the West Country, except for the time in London, and in Cornwall for the past 65 years. 

After leaving school I went to work in the City of London for a textile company which is no longer in 

existence. After seven years I decided on a career change and came back to the West Country to work on 

a mixed farm. I worked on a number of farms and then met my wife and as the saying goes ñthe rest is 

historyò. 

I dabbled in philately whilst farming, having acquired my father's stamp collection, which was all stamps, 

but not seriously as there was not a great deal of time for interests outside agriculture. We have three 

children, none in agriculture, who live in various parts of the country. 

I retired from farming ten years ago and then became more involved with philately, mainly to keep the little grey cells 

running around somewhat in the right order. Initially I collected the Falkland Islands and Antarctica and British Postal 

Stationery. Some years ago I seemed to change course and started collecting mail to and from United Kingdom stamp dealers, 

which is now my main area of collecting. I have now sold my Falkands and Antarctica collections and my father's collection 

was sold some years ago. 

In 2008 I took on the post of Competition Organiser for the Great Britain Philatelic Society. 

I am a member of a number of philatelic societies both local and national and have been a past Chairman of the Postal 

Stationery Society 2008 - 2010. In 2010 I became the Societies Membership Secretary with a little help from other officers of 

the Society. I have enjoyed my time as an Officer of The Postal Stationery Society very much and has been a pleasure as one 

usually meets people who can help with your collection  

 

 

INTERNATIONAL JUDGE FOR POSTAL STATIONERY  
 

Congratulations to Michael Smith on his appointment as a full International Judge for Postal Stationery. 

Melbourne 2013 was Michaelôs first Exhibition as a full International Judge and we wish him all the best in 

fulfilling this role. 
 

The Postal Stationery Class at Melbourne had 43 exhibits including a number from our own members.    All  

those involved in postal stationery competitions at International level are to be commended as they play a  key role 

in raising the status of postal stationery as a mainstream aspect of philately.  See page 13 for the titles of the exhibits 

and the awards gained by U.K. entrants and members of the Postal Stationery Society. 
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CHAIRMANôS CHAT - AUGUST 2013 

SECRETARYôS NOTES - AUGUST 2013 

Membersô Change of Address. 

Can I remind everyone that Edward Caesley is the 

Societyôs Membership Secretary and he keeps all membersô 

address records and other details.  If your contact details 

change please let him know directly as this will save other 

Society officers having to forward emails and letters to him.  

His postal and email addresses are given on the inside front 

cover of the Journal.  In addition all the Societyôs officersô 

contact details are given at the back of the programme 

booklet that was distributed with the November Journal last 

year. 
 

March Meeting 2013 

ñItôs an ill wind éò as the expression goes, but in 

the case of our March meeting this year it blew good, 

despite the snow and cold winds.  Themescene, The British 

Thematic Societyôs publication, reported on the wonderful 

display of waterfalls that Dr Jean Alexander gave at our 

March meeting.  It also included a very nice photo of Jean 

and Peter OôKeeffe.  This is all good publicity for our 

Society and encourages us to have more joint meetings with 

other societies in the future, even if the one in March was 

not planned. 
 

21st Anniversary Dinner 

As I write this in mid-July I have had very few 

bookings for the Societyôs 21st Anniversary dinner to be 

held on Saturday 16th November 2013.  A flyer was 

Having made the fundamental error of not checking dates properly, I turned up at Swinpex a week late in 

June ï much to my disappointed and to no doubt some humorous smiles from fellow collectors! I did doubly check 

the date for Midpex and made the long trek from Cornwall to Warwickshire. Well worthwhile though for I thought 

was an excellent fair with a good range of dealers and many specialised societies showing their wares. I would take 

this opportunity to thank all those who stood on our stand and congratulations to John Barker for helping organise 

another superb event.  

With the seemingly continuing growth of ebay and other internet based auction platforms, it is heartening to 

see a good number of dealers physically turn out to stand at a fair. I also find great pleasure in attending such events 

for the opportunity it gives to view a large amount of material. Even though it might not be your subject or price 

range, looking at and studying a wide range of material is really the only way  to build up personal knowledge and 

experience of a topic or specialism.  

I did not find that elusive item that would fundamentally change my collections but did acquire a number of 

moderately priced items of stationery which will fill a gap somewhere. I have always had a soft spot for Sudan sta-

tionery and tend to buy it when I see it a low cost and therefore was pleased to pick 3 more of the smaller size enve-

lopes. These comprised the 1948 2m orange-brown the 1953 5m overprint on 2m Shoebill emblem and the 10m 

cotton picker in blue on a post 1955 issue (Higgins finishes in 1954).   

These are very attractive, easy to display because of their small size and follow on from the well-known 

Camel & Postman series of stationery items.  

Lastly, and wearing my auctioneerôs hat, please have a look at the catalogue for the October auction; it in-

cludes some really excellent material. Have a good summer! 

Neil Sargent  
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included in the May issue of the Journal and members 

interested in attending were asked to return the booking 

form with their cheque.  If you intend coming to the dinner, 

would you please send the form to me with your payment as 

soon as you are able, so that final arrangements can be 

made with the Union Jack Club.  If you have misplaced 

your form get in touch with the Secretary who can send a 

fresh one to you by email or post. 
 

Societyôs  Annual General Meeting 

The Societyôs AGM will take place at the Societyôs 

meeting due to be held in London on 26th October 2013.  A 

full agenda for the AGM will be handed to all members 

who attend, but will include reports by all the Societyôs 

officers, presentation of the accounts for the financial year 

ending 31st August 2013 and the election of officers and 

committee members for the next twelve months. 
 

Optimising Your Postal Stationery Exhibit 

Our old webmaster, Lars Engelbrecht, whose 

background was featured in the May 2013 Journal, has 

written a booklet called ñOptimising Your Postal Stationery 

Exhibitò.  This is an excellent work aimed at those who 

want to enter competitive philately at any level and is full of 

useful tips and guidance.  In producing this publication, 

Lars has drawn on his years of experience and knowledge, 

both as an International Competitor and as a Judge. 

The first couple of introductory pages from the 

b o o k l e t  c a n  b e  v i e w e d  a t :  h t t p s : / /

www.post i l j onen.se /04_Phi la te l i c%20Summi t%

20Papers_Introduction.pdf  and it can be ordered from 

www.postiljonen.se under ñSeminar publicationsò for the 

price of 25 Euro plus 6 Euro for shipping.  If the web 

address is too complicated, email the Secretary who will 

send it to you electronically. 
 

Midpex 2013, a Success 

Midpex is held every two years, and this year it was 

undoubtedly a roaring success.  There was a greater number 

of dealers and plenty of specialist societies represented, 

including our own stand, very well set up and run by John 

Barker .  Our thanks to those members who found the time 

to help man the stand. 

Although we did not manage to sign up any new 

members, there was a great deal of interest and we managed 

to sell some of our publications. 
 

SWINPEX REPORT 
The Societyôs meeting at Swinpex on 8th June this 

year saw fewer members attending than we have had in 

previous years.  This was disappointing as we had hoped 

Swinpex, with its large fair located in the middle of the 

South of England, was becoming a notable event in the 

Societyôs calendar.  However 8 members attended and we 

had some excellent displays, with the usual in depth 

discussions on all manner of subjects.  This meeting is 

renown for finding out facts about your collection. 

Arthur Roberts kicked off the displays with some early 

King George VI air letters, challenging whether cream or 

grey paper was first used for these.  He also showed how 

some stamp dealers used these air letters for simple 

correspondence, including Robson Lowe and Stanley 

Gibbons. 

Victoria Archard followed with East African postal orders, 

that are considered to be postal stationery under the FIP 

rules.  She started with Great Britain issues overprinted for 

use in East Africa and finished with some modern items, 

including those issued by Tanzania. 

George King put up a display of modern stamped to order 

air letters, including Post Office issues with additional 

impressed stamps and private issues with more than one 

stamp.  He included one fascinating example where the 

printing had slipped sideways. 

Edward Caesley showed stamp dealer mail from around 

the world, with interesting contents coupled with 

fascinating stories. 

John Robinson followed on with postal stationery from 

Malaya, N. Borneo, Sarawak and Labuan, which included 
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all manner of items some being uprated for extra services. 

Colin Baker concluded the day with a short display of 

British decimal stationery, showing both Post Office issues 

and stamped to order items. 

 

We will be having another meeting at Swinpex next 

year on Saturday 14th June 2014.  Make a note in your 

diary of this date and after youôve spent all your pocket 

money at the dealers stands in the morning, you can join us 

for an afternoonôs relaxing entertainment. 

 

 

Our Membership Secretary, Edward 
Caesley, giving his display of Stamp Dealer 

Mail.  

This was the title of the display given on 23rd May 

2013 by the Royal Philatelic Society, London, to which 

Postal Stationery Society members were also invited.  And 

what a display it was.  Eleven members of the Royal were 

invited to contribute material, each having won medals at 

national and international exhibitions, with some having 

been awarded large gold medals.  Such was the standard of 

material on show. 

Not surprisingly 

the exhibition 

started with 

items issued by 

Great Britain, 

since it was the 

British Post 

Of f i ce  and 

Rowland Hill 

that gave the 

world prepaid 

envelopes and 

letter sheets, 

thus giving us 

the opportunity 

of studying and 

c o l l e c t i n g 

p o s t a l 

s t a t i o n e r y .   

E d w a r d 

K l e m p k a * 

filled the first 

frame with British Parliamentary Envelopes, showing the 

complete range that was available to politicians at the 

beginning of 1840.  The next few frames by Alan 

Holyoake* included a wonderful collection of Mulready 

stationery, and our past Chairman, Michael Lockton* 

followed this with a display of Penny Pinks, showing how 

the stamp for these was created and the many uses that the 

stationery was put to. 

The remaining frames contained postal stationery 

from around the world, starting with Ceylon (now Sri 

Lanka) by Kurt Kimmel -Lampart , which included die 

proofs, specimens and superbly used material.  Many of the 

other displays were contributed by our own members and 

included Mauritius (Alan Huggins*), Sierra Leone (Keith 

Hanman*), Orange River Colony (Mike Smith*), 

Denmark (Lars Engelbrecht*), Wells Fargo in Mexico 

(Francis Kiddle*) and Early Postal Stationery of Bolivia 

(Ray Todd).  In addition there was a wide ranging display 

of British postal stationery overprinted for use in foreign 

countries by Tony Stanford.  All the displays were of an 

extremely high standard and included hard to find and 

unique items.  Each was superbly written up and needed no 

further explanation. 

The event was organised by Alan Huggins, who 

through his knowledge of collectors and their collections 

managed to draw together so many wonderful medal 

winning displays.  I know this was no easy task, and it took 

a great deal of time and effort to bring together one of the 

best displays seen at the Royal for a long time.  Alan is to 

be congratulated for his hard work and we can only hope 

that a similar display may be arranged at a future date. 

Postal Stationery Uncovered was a very well 

attended event, with nearly 120 members of the Royal 

Philatelic Society and their guests attending, making the 

Royal building throb with conversation and activity.  It just 

shows how the status of collecting of postal stationery has 

risen and how important a part of philately it is today. 

(Names marked with an * are members of the Postal 

Stationery Society) 

 

POSTAL STATIONERY óUNCOVEREDô 
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EAST AFRICA AND UGANDA  
Uganda was originally included in the Charter 

granted by Queen Victoria to the Imperial British East 

Africa Company.  The IBEAC administered it as far as it 

could, bearing in mind the remoteness of the area, but on 

the companyôs failure in 1894, Uganda was made a British 

Protectorate, just like its neighbour, British East Africa.  

However, there was little need for stamps and postal 

stationery in a landlocked country with no real access and 

where few people could read and write. 
 

At the end of the 19th century Great Britain was a 

hive of activity with factories in every town, connected by a 

network of railways.  Things could not have been more 

different in Uganda.  It was so undeveloped that there was 

not even a hand operated printing press in the country until 

the mid 1890s.  In fact the demand for postage stamps was 

more or less non-existent, except for the work of the Church 

Missionary Society, headed in Uganda by the Reverend E 

Millar.  At the request of Mr C Wilson, an official from the 

IBEAC, the Rev Millar produced stamps on a typewriter 

until he was able to gain access to a small hand operated 

printing press.  Stamps with the head of Queen Victoria 

were only introduced in 1898 using the British East Africa 

stamps overprinted ñUGANDAò.  It is not surprising 

therefore that no postal stationery was needed in a country 

with such a low adhesive stamp requirement.    
 

In fact the first items of postal stationery did not 

come about until 1902 following the completion of the 

railway from the coast of British East Africa to Lake 

Victoria.  The Queen Victoria single and reply postcards 

with values of ½ and 1 anna, together with the 2 anna 

registration envelopes that had been produced for use in 

British East Africa were overprinted ñUGANDAò, just as 

their adhesive counterparts had been four years earlier.  

However no ordinary envelopes were overprinted for use in 

the country and correspondents had to use adhesive stamps 

and plain envelopes if they wished to write letters. 
 

By 1904 the situation had changed again.  East 

Africa and Uganda were united, at least as far as the 

administration of the post was concerned.  By now King 

Edward VII had been on the throne for three years and 

postal stationery with a new stamp design was needed.  

Once again the stamps were designed and printed by De La 

Rue and Company who used the same dies that they had 

prepared for the East African King Edward VII adhesive 

set.  However the postal stationery stamps used just one 

colour for each value, whereas each of the lower values of 

the adhesive stamps were printed in two colours, to give a 

contrast between their borders and portraits.    The new 

stamp design placed the monarch in an oval frame below 

which was the name of the country ñEAST AFRICA AND 

UGANDA PROTECTORATESò.   The stampsô values 

were positioned in the top two corners.  One other design 

feature was the exclusion of the words ñpostageò and 

ñrevenueò from these stamps.  This allowed the stamps to 

be used for either postal or fiscal purposes, without the 

cumbersome suggestion that it also applied to the postal 

stationery stamps. 

Single and reply postcards were prepared in both ½ 

anna values (printed in green) and 1 anna values (printed in 

carmine).   

Registration envelopes and newspaper wrappers 

were also issued carrying this new stamp.  As in previous 

issues the blue 2 anna stamp on the registration envelopes 

paid only the registration fee, adhesive stamps having to be 

added for the cost of the postage.  But by now registration 

envelopes issued in Great Britain included a combined 

postage and registration fee stamp which was positioned on 

the front of the envelope when it was sealed.  This envelope 

layout seems to have been carried over to the East African 

issue, even though they still required postage to be paid 

separately.  A stamp size box was printed on the front of the 

new envelopes noting that stamps to pay the postage had to 

be placed there. 
 

When it came to the prepaid envelopes, the influence 

of the British Post Office and its policy to use embossed 

stamps for envelopes, once again extended to East Africa.  

Rather than use the small letterpress stamp for envelopes, it 

was decided to use an embossed oval stamp similar to that 

designed for use on British postal stationery, but with 

appropriate wording around the frame and a value of 1 

anna, by now the basic inland and British Empire postage 

rate in the region. 

THE POSTAL STATIONERY OF EAST AFRICA -PART 2        Colin Baker 

1903 ½ anna inland postcard, upgraded to 6 
cents and sent to Belgium  

1907 6 cent postcard issued after the 
currency was changed from annas to cents.  
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In 1907 a change was made to the currency used in 

both the Protectorates.  From the beginning of the postal 

service run by the IBEAC, the Indian Rupee had been used, 

divided into 16 annas (1 rupee = 16 annas).  It was a little 

cumbersome.  Yes it could easily be divided into halves and 

quarters, but adding up columns of rupees was a bit more 

difficult. The rupee was kept, but from now on it was 

divided into 100 cents (1 rupee = 100 cents).  This made the 

old anna worth approximately 6 cents and changed the 

existing basic postal charges from ½ and 1 anna to 3 and 6 

cents respectively.  New stamps had to be created for 

printing onto the Protectoratesô postal stationery.  They 

were very similar to the previous issue, carrying the portrait 

of King Edward VII, but inscribed with new values in cents.   

Old stock with values in annas continued to be sold until 

they were exhausted.  It was only then that the new value 

envelopes and postcards were offered to the public, making 

it more difficult to find used examples of some of the King 

Edward VII postal stationery valued in cents. 

The death of King Edward VII in 1910 meant that 

once again new postal stationery was required, carrying the 

stamps of the new monarch, King George V.  But apart 

from this, the designs of all the issued stationery remained 

unchanged.  The small rectangular stamps with the new 

Kingôs head continued to be used on postcards, newspaper 

wrappers and registration envelopes, while the larger oval 

embossed stamps were reserved for ordinary envelopes.  

This remained more or less unchanged until the end of the 

First World War when British East Africa was renamed 

Kenya.  However, there was one important change to 

registration envelopes with the introduction of the King 

George V issues of 1913.  The envelope now paid both the 

basic inland letter rate of 6 cents, plus the registration fee of 

12 cents.  The wording in the box on the envelope front was 

suitably amended stating that stamps to pay any additional 

postage should be placed there. 

In 1916 the basic registration fee had risen to 25 

cents.  Three years later, in 1919, a new inland letter rate of 

10 cents was introduced, making the lowest combined fee 

for a registered letter 35 cents.  A new registration envelope 

was produced, which rather strangely was printed with a 

small green rectangular stamp, similar in design to the 

previous issues.  Why this colour change was adopted is not 

clear, but when new registration envelopes were created 

following the change of name from British East Africa to 

Kenya, the colour reverted to blue. 

1904 1 anna King Edward VII envelope to 
bankers Henry S King & Co. Ltd, London  

1912 King George V 6 cent envelope  

1903 2 anna registration envelope 
Mombasa to Germany.  The imprinted 
stamp paid only the registration fee, 
adhesives having to be added for the 

postage  

1917 31 cent registration envelope.  The 
impressed stamp now pays the basic 
registration fee and the inland/British 

Empire postage rate.  
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One other oddity with the 1919 issue is the incorrect 

wording in the postage stamp box which states that stamps 

to pay the postage should be placed there, rather than 

stamps for additional postage.  Once again De La Rue 

seemed not to have taken care in preparing postal stationery 

for use in East Africa. 

GERMAN EAST AFRICA  
When the two great European superpowers, Great 

Britain and Germany, split up the East African territory 

between them, the area we now call Tanganyika, together 

with Burundi, Rwanda and a northern part of Mozambique, 

was taken over by Germany.  Germany adopted the same 

stance as the British Government, and did not want the cost 

and bother of running a country that seemed to have little in 

the way of wealth.  In 1887 they gave the rights to 

administer the area to the German East Africa Company, 

headed by one of their most successful explorers, Carl 

Peters.  Although Peters was a great colonialist as far as the 

German Government was concerned, the manner in which 

he dealt with the native population was appalling, 

eventually leading to the downfall of his company and his 

forced return to Germany. 
 

By 1891 the German East Africa Company had 

suffered a similar fate to its British counterpart, the Imperial 

British East Africa Company.  Native uprisings and the 

problems of administering such a large country brought the 

German East Africa Company to its knees and the German 

government was forced to take over the administration of 

the colony.  In the same year a private organisation, the 

German East Africa Railway Company, was established to 

build the Usambara Railway with a track gauge of 1 metre, 

from the coast at Tanga into the interior.  Work began in 

1893, but two years later this company also went bankrupt, 

having completed the line only as far as Korogwe, a 

distance of 25 miles.  The German Government had to step 

in yet again and rescue the project, restarting work in 1904.  

Finally the route was completed as far as Moshi in 1911, 

where it still terminates today.   The construction of another 

line, the Central Railway, commenced in 1904.  It was 

another attempt to build a railway from the coast (this time 

from Dar Es Salaam) to Lake Victoria.  The line reached 

Kigoma on Lake Tanganyika in 1914, just before the 

outbreak of the First World War.  It was finally left to the 

British to construct a branch line to Mwanza on Lake 

Victoria, opening this in 1928. 
 

No postal stationery was issued by the German East 

Africa Company and it was two years after the German 

Government had taken over the running of the country in 

1891 that postcards were issued.  The currency in use at the 

time was the Rupee, (in German ñRupieò) equal in value to 

the Indian Rupee, but divided into 64 pesas(2).  In 1893 the 

standard German issue postcards were overprinted with one 

line of horizontal type reading either ñ3 PESA 3ò on 5 

Pfennige postcards or ñ5 PESA 5ò on 10 pfennige 

postcards.  Both single and reply postcards were issued in 

this format 

It was the practice of the German Post Office to 

identify both the producer and the year of manufacture of 

the card used to produce prepaid postcards.  This was 

achieved either by incorporating a feint watermark in the 

card, or by having identification numbers printed in the 

bottom right hand corner of the finished postcards.  In the 

case of this first issue for German East Africa, they all have 

reference numbers in the bottom right hand corner except 

for some of the 3 PESA 3 postcards which are identified by 

means of a watermark. 
 

Unlike the rest of East Africa, no ordinary 

envelopes, registration envelopes or newspaper wrappers 

were prepared for use in German East Africa, so that if the 

public wanted to use these services it would have been 

necessary for them to use plain envelopes and adhesive 

stamps. 
 

In 1896 a change was made to the overprint on the 

German 10 pfennige postcard overprinted 5 
pesa in horizontal type, issued in 1893 for 

use to foreign destinations  

1908 3 cent wrapper used Mombasa to 
Entebbe, Uganda.  

(2)  Dividing the rupee into 16 annas or 64 pesa made working out half annas, quarters, eighths and even smaller amounts 

easy.  But adding them up was a much more difficult task.  Without the aid of modern calculators, it was much better to 

decimalise the currency, which both the German and British governments did in the early part of the 20th century. 
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German issue postcards to include the name of the country 

where the postcards could be used, (ie in this case Deutsch 

Ostafrika - German East Africa).  The reason for this 

change was due to the UPU requirement that postcards sent 

to other countries should show the name of the issuing 

country on their fronts.  The wording across the stamp now 

sloped upwards from left to right and read in three lines, 3 

[or 5]/Deutsch-Ostafrika/pesa.  The same issue of German 

postcards that had been used for the previous German East 

African issue continued to be used.  They were overprinted 

to give 3 and 5 pesa single and reply postcards.  The single 

postcards with the 3 pesa overprint were produced on 

watermarked card [see below], but the 5 pesa overprinted 

single postcard and both values of the reply postcard were 

produced on plain card.  These have reference numbers in 

the bottom right corner.  Three years later in 1899 the 

watermarked stock was abandoned and all postcards were 

printed on plain card from that date onwards.  The 3 pesa 

overprinted single postcard still had no corner reference 

numbers, and those on the remaining single and reply 

postcards had reference letters removed, resulting in a third 

set of overprinted postcards. 

The watermark in the card used for German 

postcards is very faint and can be difficult to see.  It helps to 

use a strong back light.  The watermark consists of a 

number and a letter, with the number indicating the year the 

card was manufactured and the letter showing the supplier 

of the card (but not the printing of the postcards, as that was 

carried out by the Imperial Printing Office in Berlin). 
 

By 1900 the authorities in Berlin had decided that a 

new stamp was required that could easily be changed to suit 

the currency, value and name of all German colonies.  They 

decided upon a design featuring the image of the Kaiserôs 

yacht, SMY Hodenzollern II.   Single and reply paid 

postcards with these new stamps in values of 3 and 5 pesa 

replaced the previous issue, although the format was very 

similar in other respects.  A further change was made to the 

3 pesa single postcard in 1904 when the word ñPostkarteò 

was moved to the left to produce a more balanced design. 

Having the Rupee divided into 64 units was clumsy 

and made accountancy difficult.  In 1904 the Rupee was 

retained as the basic currency unit for German East Africa, 

but it was decimalised and divided into 100 Heller.  At the 

same time the rate of exchange with the German Mark was 

fixed making the German Mark equal to 0.75 Rupee (or 75 

Heller).  Once again postal stationery with new values had 

to be issued.  The 1901 postcards were redesigned; the 

borders that had been used previously on the 5 pesa cards 

were removed and the headings were repositioned to the left 

to compensate and balance the design.  As with the previous 

issue of 1899, the card used in the production of these 

postcards carried no watermark.  In addition, the reference 

letters and numbers in the borders were also omitted in their 

entirety. 
 

Minor changes were made in later years.  In 1909 

watermarked card was again used for the 4 Heller postcard, 

but this time with a lozenge design rather than one 

indicating card manufacturing details, and the address lines 

on the front of the postcard were shortened.  In 1912 a 

vertical dividing line was placed in the centre of the front of 

the cards allowing messages to be written alongside the 

delivery address, and the heading was again repositioned to 

the right, so that it appeared over the address panel. 
 

Foreign destinations postcard with the new 
currency of 7½ Heller issued in 1905  

German 5 pfennige postcard overprinted 3 
pesa in sloping type for use locally from 

1896 

3 pesa postcard issued for use in German 
East Africa in 1900, with the new ñYachtò 

stamp  
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There was yet a further issue in 1919 of the 4 Heller 

and 7½ Heller reply postcards with a further amendment to 

the headings, once again placing them in the centre of the 

front of the postcards.  None of these 1919 postcards were 

ever used in German East Africa as by this time the country 

was being administered by Great Britain, following the 

Armistice of 1918.  The only copies known to exist were 

sold to collectors at the Berlin post office. 
 

Picture postcards do not normally feature in a postal 

stationery collection, but in the case of German East Africa 

they certainly will do.  A series of postcards were produced 

by the German Colonial House in Berlin and were sold in 

major towns in German East Africa.  The first set of eight 

postcards was issued in 1898 on printed to private order 

stock, overprinted in sloping type with both ñ3 PESA 3ò 

and ñ5 PESA 5ò values for each of four different views.  

The postcards carried coloured images of four of the most 

important towns in the country, Dar Es Salaam, Bagamoyo, 

Kilwa and Tanga.  At the beginning of the 20th century 

further picture postcards were produced by this company 

featuring the ñYachtò stamps, with a coloured view of Dar 

Es Salaam (1902) and five different photographs of East 

African scenes (1908).  Although the first set of eight 

postcards now come onto the market fairly regularly, the 

subsequent issues are rarely seen. 

 
 

THE MILITARY OCCUPATION PERIOD  
During the four years of the First World War from 

1914 to 1918, German East Africa was defended by a small 

group of men under the leadership of General Paul Emil 

von Lettow-Vorbeck.  His force of 3,500 Europeans and 

12,000 native soldiers, known as Askaris from the Swahili 

word for guard, tied down a much larger British force.  His 

brilliant strategy meant that on a number of occasions he 

was able to defeat a larger force than his own, although in 

the end dwindling supplies and a strong Belgian force 

coming in from the west finally pushed him out of German 

East Africa and into Mozambique and Rhodesia.  Even so 

he did not surrender to the Allies until 14th November 1918, 

three days after the signing of the armistice in France on 

11th November 1918.  It took that length of time for the 

news to reach him. 
 

One outcome of the peace settlement in 1919 (The 

Treaty of Versailles) was that all the lands that had 

previously been held under German authority were 

transferred to the winning powers.  Great Britain took 

control of much of German East Africa, subsequently 

calling the area Tanganyika(3).  The area of German East 

Africa at the western end of the region, in the centre of the 

African continent (now called Burundi and Rwanda) was 

given to Belgium and the area south of the Rovuma River 

was given to Portugal to become part of Mozambique. 
 

Initially the postal administration of Tanganyika was 

kept separate from the other two countries in East Africa.  

Great Britain refused to use the old German stamps and 

postal stationery, but those issued for British East Africa 

and Uganda were not valid for use in Tanganyika.  As a 

temporary measure the 3c and 6c postcards and 31c 

Postcards with a split front, allowing 
messages to be written on the left hand side, 

were first issued in 1912.  

3 pesa coloured postcard with a view of 
Kilwa, uprated and used to Germany in 1898  

5 pesa coloured postcard with views of  
Dar Es Salaam  

(3)  The name Tanganyika was derived from two Swahili words, the first ó�W�D�Q�J�D�¶ (meaning a sail) and ó�Q�\�L�N�D�¶ (meaning 

wilderness).  Thus Tanganyika means ña sail in the wildernessò referring to the lake on its western border that also bears this 

name. 


