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1992 The Postal Stationery Society 2013

21YEARS
Joint Meeting with the Great Britain Philatelic Society

Words of Welcome

It is my privilege as the current Chairman of the Postal Stationery Society to welcome members of the Grea
Britain Philatelic Society and the PSS to todayos
the full extent, variety and style of stationery issued throughout the world and not solely focused on Great Britain.
In the Victorian era there was strong initial interest in postal stationery collecting, with new issues being included
in Stanley Gibbons Monthly Journal, although this waned in the late 19thC. There became a trenpriioiedre

al bums which only cownt &i nseqdu as ga&c eosf ftohre Osctuatt i oner
contribution to the loss of interest in stationery collecting occurred when Stanley Gibbons stopped producing theil

catalogues of world stationery. Their | ast separat
of the Worldd was issued in 1900 and after that da
Whi |l st some collecting of stationery continued, i

countries, such as America, cut squares
became the preferred method of collecting as
they suited albums better. During the™@0
however, collectors began to understand better
the potential of postal stationery collecting and
the opportunities for both general and
specialised collections. Collectors began to
look at alternative forms of philately as
opposed to an increasingly detailed study of
stamps. More specialised catalogues became
available (such as Kessler for aerogrammes)
which helped promote the hobby. In Britain a
great boost to collector awareness was
achieved with the publication of the reference
book British Postal Stationery by Dr Alan
Huggins in 1970.
A stationery society was first formed in Great
Britain in the 1950s which included a number
of leading philatelistsi including Robson
Lowe - but failed to keep going and closed
after a few years. However, a number of
enthusiastic collectors met at the Union Jack
Club in London in September 1992 and a new
society was formed which has gone from
strength to strength and we can now celebrate
our 21st anniversary. Numerous specialised
country catalogues of stationery have now
-4 been produced to guide and aid the collector;
; ] including a new Simplified British Postal
Stationery catalogue published by Alan
Huggins and Colin Baker in 2007.
The Postal Stationery Society however is for collectors of worldwide postal stationery and encompasses an
encourages collecting of all countri es, eras and
potential of postal stationery and the enjoyment that can be obtained from its collecting.

Neil A Sargent
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A HISTORY OF TWO SOCIETIES Colin Baker

The Postal Stationery Society of Great Britain

The original Postal Stationery Society of Great Britain was formed in April 1941, with the aim of encouraging philatelists to
collect and study postal stationery, in addition to the accepted hobby of stamp collecting. The Society had about 20 membel
in the beginning, some of whom carried out detailed research on issues of postal stationery from many different posta
administrations, while others sent in questions on material they had bought and would like to find out more. All this was
reported in the Societyds newsletter which was issued 2
The newsletters were duplicated sheets of paper, initially one foolscap sheet for each issue, although this later became tv
sheets per issue, sometimes foolscap in size and sometimes*ju@pies of these newsletters are held in the libraries of

the Postal Stationery Society and the Royal Philatelic Society, London.

The Societybés secretary was Mr D Avery who |ived in Bee
newsletters. Unfortunately other records concerning the original Postal Stationery Society do not seem to have survived, an
so we do not know who acted as chairman and treasurer, if indeed there were such posts. The Society appears to have b
run entirely by post, with no official meetings taking place.

I n addition to the newsletter, a fApacketo or fAboxo was
examples of postal stationery to their collections. This seems to have been a very popular and successful enterprise rig
from the start, with about two thirds of the first box being sold. Members were also advised of the various catalogues tha
included items of postal stationery in their listings. Stanley Gibbons had stopped listing postal stationery in its
comprehensive catalogues at the beginning of tHec2@tury, in order that they could be kept to a reasonable size. So
collectors of postal stationery, of whatever country, had to look elsewhere, which is where the Society was able to help.

The Societybds newsletters included short articles on v
published in February 1942 on the subject of British King George V embossed registration envelopes. This was followed
with an article on compound envelopes, stationery impressed with more than one stamp and the postal stationery of Eire
Many more articles followed in subsequent issues, not just of stationery issued in Great Britain, but other countries as well

THE POSTAL STATIONERY SOCIETY,
BULLETIN  No, 1. b MAY 1941,

EARLY GREAT BRITAIN D.
by J. B. Seymour 'NET
The Editors Letter.
Well members or should I sey Fellow-Collectors here, as pramised,

is the first number of the P.S. Soc. Bulletin end I do hope you yﬁll find
this number end future numbers both interesting and helpful.

I should liko first of all to say that any comstructive critioism THE

will always be wolcome and that I shall be glad to receive short articles, A E

notes or queries for publication. j “ ‘, l l
1 am Loping to include in the next Bulletin a full list of members }

and their specialities, if eny membor has eny objection to this ploase drop ‘ 4
mo & card. b

QUERY NO.1.
The first two queries this time come from Mr,C.R.Gordon Stuert who

asks if eny member can verify the existancc of & George V Gr.Br.4D cut square

with the oxception of eny which might also include registration fee. Elia e

-DECEMBER, 1949

QUERY 0.2, = — b s
oes thore exist a GVI Gr.Br. 1/2D Card or Wrapper. Vor. 2, No. 4 Oc

Drop me & card if you cen answer oither of the above queries. = e e e
Answers will be published in subsequent Bulletins.

BOOKS ABOUT OUR HOBBY. PART 1. CATALOGUES.

Catalogue for Collectors of Postcords (Umpriced) By AJMFry, London
1886, Z16 pp. 14 Plates.

Watson's Post Card & Letter Card Catalogue (Unpriced)

)\
1
|

By G.H, Watson. New York 1851 p e
4 KENYA NCAN ol

Brights Cataloguo (Priced) of the Worlds Postage Stamps, Postcards, - KENVATS [IKENYA TANGANYIKA)Y]

Envolopes, Wreppers ete., last Edition 1909. s ‘
Philatelic Cataloguo of Postel Stamps, Envelopes, Wreppers end Cerds, NoRMAL. e VARIETY.

Up to Januery lst 1890, (Priced) Being a complete catalogue of the Postal »e e .

Issues for 50 yoors 1840 - 1890, By Major E.B, Evans, St. Louis 1891 j

NEW ISSUES. QUOTED FROM TEE BULLETLI OF THE CROWN AGENTS FOR THE COLONIES.

QUARTER JAN - MARCH 1941.

BAEAMAS. _ POSTCARD, 2D, RED, CY ORDER, CHANGE OF COLOUR. v :

NEGRI, g e 2c’ ORANGE "  STAMP DUTY IN NEW CCLOR / .

SEMBILAN ) (SINGLE e

PERAK  POSTCARD (smcuag a " !

; e M

" "

SAME DESIGN AS AT PRESENT 2D

SELANGOR  "(SINGLE)" .
SIERRA) POSTCARD(SINGLE) 2D RED

LEONE ) INTERNATIONAL. ) INSTEAD OF 1d FOUND THIS VARIETY?
STRAITS) POSTCARD (SINGLE) 2C, ORANGE DESPATCHED, STAMP DUTY IN PO Bosls o_——f h e

.0. s ps. ettysburg Stamp.
SETTLEMINTS ) NBW COLOUR

PAHANG  POSTCARD (SINGLE) 2C, ORANGE, ON CRDER Cachet Club. Literature, Reyiews.

PALESTINE REGISTRATION ESVEL. SMALL, 15 MIL, BLUE, ON ORDER. NEW 1SSUE Canada, Retouches. N. Rhodesia Variety.
o " v = G.B. Ed. VII Variety. Boseal. Stationery
Humour in Letters. Society Notes and News.
01 May 1941 The first issue of the 1941 Newsletter The Philatelic Contact 1949

In October 1948, having created 29 issues of their newsletter, the Society decided to amalgamate all future issues with th
Philatelic Contact, (also known as the Essex Philatelic Contact) a properly printed magazine edited by Arthur Blair and sold
by W H Smith. Each edition consisted of about 40 pages and cost 6d. This publication indicates that the Society was stil
going strong in the late 1940s, but no information has been found to indicate when the original Postal Stationery Society wa
wound up.
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The Postal Stationery Society

The current Postal Stationery Society was formed in 1992, and although it shares the same name as the former Society
1941, it is not connected with it in any way.

The inaugural meeting of the current Postal Stationery Society was held at the Union Jack Club in Londdepied6ber
1992 at which 9 members were present. It was agreed that two meetings would be held each year in London, in the sprin

and aut umn. At

t his

meeting, the Societyods Chairman,

Treasurer and Auctioneer to be filled later. By the end of 1992 the Society had nearly 60 members, based in the UK an

overseas.

THE JOURNAL OF THE POSTAL Y
Issue No.l February 1993

A_MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN
It is a very great pleasure to be able to write a few
vords ef welcome by way ef intreduction to this, the first

issue of the Seciety's Journal. The formation of the

Fostal Stationery Society is the culmination of much

effort by our Society S tar id Taylor

w have a membership approaching 60, including

om overseas.

ss of any society depends upon the partici-

would, therefore

te membership and I

to give us your full suprort so that we

towards the range of activities which
would like to see undertaken.

Inevitably for many members written communication

will be the primary means of contact

the content of the Journal will be o

February 1993 The current Soci

in 1993, showing how far we have developed since then.

ety

In the following February the first Journal was distributed to members, with the
title AP.S. 0, standing for Post al St a-
A5 booklet and contained the names and collecting interests of all 57 paid up
members, plus articles on Early South African Postal Stationery and Japanese
Newspaper Wrappers.

I n the beginning the Societyb6s Journal
twice yearly Journals were supplemented with an annual summer newsletter
giving details of the societybds meet i
newsl etter was incorporated into a thi
distributed in the summer months.  Two years later, in 2001, the format of the
Journal was changed to A4 to allow illustrations to be shown full size and to
avoid the necessity of rotating larger illustrations through 90

A change of Editor took place in 2002 and the following year the number of
Journals per year was increased to four, which is still the annual number issued
today. Until the beginning of 2011 all Journals had been printed in a single
colour, but with the February 2011 Journal, a decision was made to produce the
Journal in full colour and this has continued ever since.

Ever since its first formal meeting in 1993, the Society has continued to hold two meetings a year in London. At each spring
meeting, the morning has always been devoted to a display of postal stationery of an international standard, which has bet

foll owed in the

afternoon

by smaller displays from othe

followed by an auction of postal stationery material from around the world.

Meetings are also held annually at Swinpex, the majordayestamp fair and philatelic event in June, organised by the

Swindon Philatelic Society. The first of these took place'd & n e

calendar ever since.

2002 and they have been &

Auctions of postal stationery material run by the Society have been held every year. At first only one auction took place at
the autumn meeting following the AGM, but later, with more material being offered for sale, two auctions a year were held.
This is still the case, with the first auction being for postal bidders only, and the second auction being held at the autumr
meeting in London, open to both room and postal bidders.

The Society also conducts two competitions a year. The first is a 16 page competition on any subject with a postal stationer
theme and is intended to be a springboard for those wishing to enter competitions at a national and internationas level. It

known as the Tony

Chilton Competition. Tony Chilton wa

16 page competition was named in his memory. The second competition is a One Page competition held immediately afte

the Societyds

AGM

in the aut umn. This is a much more |

restricted to one sheet on any postal stationery subject, and is judged by the members present at the meeting. Bo
competitions are supported with trophies that are kept by the winning member for 12 months.

The Society holds a library of books and catalogues on postal stationery which members may borrow, and in the past he

i ssued a number

of

monographs on various postal statio

reprinted on the use of stamps cut from British postal stationery and hissrwith the Post Office. The Society was also

the joint

publisher

with the Great Britain Philatelic S

@ Foolscap and quarto are old fashioned paper sizes, replaced in the 1970s by the metric paper sizes in the A, B and

.We
81 0)

nges.

ra ar e
(110 x

now

used to usi A4 (297 x 210mm), but

ng
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CHRONOLOGY OF ISSUE OF PRESTAMPED STATIONERY UP TO 1879

ENVELOPES 1838 - 79

POSTCARDS 1869 - 1879

1837|Proposal by Rowland Hill and Post Office Commissioners Repprt 1869 [AUSTRIA: HUNGARY
on London District Post
BADEN (F): BAVARIA (F): FRANCE (F): GERMANY
1838 E(EE/:VAEOU%TEH WALES- SYDNEY (STO) + LETTER SHEETS 1870 |NORTH POSTAL DISTRICT (F): GREAT BRITAIN:
LUXEMBOURG (F): SWITZERLAND: TURKEY (F):
1840 GREAT BRITAIN (Houses of Parliament + Mulready) + LETTER WURTTEMBERG
SHEETS (Mulready) BELGIUM: CANADA: CHILE (F): DENMARK: FINLAND:
1841|GREAT BRITAIN (Embossed) 1871 | {ELIGOLAND (F): NETHERLANDS + (F)
1844|GREAT BRITAIN LETTER SHEETS (Embossed)
1845/ FINLAND: 1872 |CEYLON: CHILE: GREAT BRITAIN (STO): NORWAY:
1845|RUSSIA (SL Petersburg)l OCAL USE RUSSIA + (F): SWEDEN: WURTTEMBERG (STO)
1846|RUSSIA (Moscow): + LETTER SHEETS (St. Petersburg) AUSTRIAN LEVANT: BAVARIA: GERMANY +
LOCAL USE 1873 |(STO): JAPAN:NEWFOUNDLAND: ROMANIA:
1846| SWITZERLAND (Genevay LOCAL USE SERBIA: SHANGHAI- LOCAL USE: SPAIN:
1847| THURN & TAXIS (Stuttgart)- LOCAL USE UNITED STATES
1848|RUSSIA DUTCH EAST INDIES: ITALY: JAPAN: LUXEMBOURG:
1849| HANOVER: RUSSIA ZEMSTVO (Kazan, Kiev, Odessa)OCAL 1874 |REUNION (F) 1875 GUATEMALA: HELIGOLAND: NEW
USE SOUTH WALES: URUGUAY (F)
1850} FINLAND LETTER SHEETS (STO) BAVARIA (STO): CURACAO: FRANCE-COLONIES
1851|PRUSSIA 1876 |[(F): GREECE: GUADELOUPE (F)NEW ZEALAND:
1853|BREMEN: UNITED STATES OF AMERICA SURINAM: VICTORIA
BRUNSWICK: GREAT BRITAIN (STO) + LETTER SHEETS
1855 (STO) DANISH WEST INDIES: HYDERABAD: JAMAICA + (F)*:
1877 |NETHERLANDS ANTILLES + (F): IRAN:
1856|MECKLENBURG - SCHWERIN SOUTH AUSTRALIA: SURINAM (F): TURKEY
1857| CEYLON: HANOVER : INDIA
1858|BADEN ARGENTINA: AZORES: CAPE OF GOOD HOPE:
; CUBA: FRANCE: MADEIRA: NICARAGUA:
1859 POLAND (Warsaw) LOCAL USE: SAXONY 1878 |51l IPPINES: PORTUGAL: PUERTO RICO:
1860| CANADA URUGUAY
1861/ AUSTRIA: LOMBARDY - VENETIA: OLDENBURG: THURN &
TAXIS BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA: BRITISH GUIANA: BRITISH
To63lLUBECK COAST: GRENADA: HONG KONG (F): INDIA: ICELAND:
1879 |LAGOS: MAURITIUS + (F): MEXICO (F): MONTSERRAT
1864| MECKLENBURG - STRELITZ NEVIS:
1865| DENMARK: St CHRISTOPHER: STRAITS SETTLEMENTS: TRINIDAI
1866| HAMBURG: URUGUAY + (F): WESTERN AUSTRALIA

1867

BRAZIL: SWITZERLAND: TRANSVAAL

1868

GERMANY NORTH POSTAL DISTRICT

1869

BAVARIA: TURKEY: VICTORIA + (STO)

ASSOCIATED SERVICES 1865 - 1879

1870]NEW SOUTH WALES BRUNSWICK - MONEY ORDERS; HANNOVER-

1871[HUNGARY 1865|\ONEY ORDERS;

1872|CERMANY + (STO): NORWAY: SWEDEN HAMBURG i MONEY ORDERS; WURTTEMBERG

1873|BELGIUM: CHILE: JAPAN 1866 MONEY ORIDER CARDS ’

1874|BAVARIA (STO): MEXICO -

1875|GUATEMALA: HELIGOLAND 1867 SWITZERLAND - MONEY ORDERS:WURTTEMBERG

1876/ ARGENTINA: NETHERLANDS - MONEY ORDER ENVELOPES

1877|DANISH WEST INDIES: HYDERABAD: IRAN 1870 GREAT BRITAIN - TELEGRAPH FORMS: HUNGARY

1878|DUTCH EAST INDIES - MONEY COLLECTION FORMS

1879]PORTUGAL 1871 AUSTRIA - MONEY COLLECTION CARDS:HUN-
GARY - MONEY ORDER CARDS

WRAPPERS 1838 - 1879 1872|GREAT BRITAIN - TELEGRAPH CARDS

1838|NEW SOUTH WALES- SYDNEY LOCAL USE HAMBURG - MONEY ORDER ENVELOPESHUN.

1860|UNITED STATES 1873 GARY - TELEGRAPH CARDS

1864|NEW SOUTH WALES

1868|GERMANY NORTH POSTAL DISTRICT 1874|BAVARIA - MONEY ORDERS; WURTTEMBERG

1869|VICTORIA PARCEL POST CARDS

1870|CEYLON: GREAT BRITAIN + (STO): ROMANIA 1875 AUSTRIA - TELEGRAPH ENVELOPESAUSTRIA -

1871|GERMANY: SWITZERLAND PRINTED MATTER POSTCARDS:

1872|AUSTRIA: DENMARK: HUNGARY: WURTTEMBERG 1877|GREAT BRITAIN - CERTIFICATES OF POSTING

1874|BAVARIA

1875|CANADA: GUATEMALA: JAPAN 1878|GREAT BRITAIN - REGISTRATION ENVELOPES

1878|ARGENTINA: HELIGOLAND: NEW ZEALAND 1879|JAMAICA - TELEGRAPH FORMS

1879JURUGUAY
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Joint Meeting of the Postal Stationery Society and the
Philatelic Society of Great Britain
16th November 2013

Order of the Displays:

Morning

First session 11.00am

Alan Huggins - The Early Development of Postal Stationery 1838 to 1880
Keith Hanman - Sierra Leone
Sam Barkley - The Irish Question

Second session12.00noon

lain Stevenson - Aspects of Canada

Colin Breddy - GB Thinking Outside the Box
Colin Baker - GB Stationery used abroad
Afternoon

Third Session 2.00pm
George King - 21st Century Irish Post Office Postcards

John Barker - Reply Paid Stationery
Pet er 00 Ke ePerfneRed Foreign Rate Postcards

Fourth Session 2.45pm
Victoria Archard - East African Postal Stationery, Over 100 Years of Change
Mike Smith - King Edward VII Orange River Colony

Fifth Session 3.30pm
Neil Sargent - Ottoman Empire 1914 Round Stamp
Michael Lockton - Great Britain Private Lettercards

Sixth Session 4.15pm

Maurice Buxton - King George VI Stamped to Order
Edward Caesley - Letters Received by Stamp Dealers
Alan Huggins - Mi stakes in the Production of

& Co. 6 Stationery Contractors

Post al

to

t he
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THE EARLY DEVELOPMENT OF POSTAL STATIONERY Alan Huggins

Of the four proposals for prepaying postage put forward by Rowland Hill in his 1837 pamphlet, three, namely stamped
covers, stamped envelopes and stamped paper, three were forms of postal stationery where the stamp image is printed direc
onto the postal item.

Although Sydney in New South Wales had previously issued postal stationery for local use in November 1838. Great Britain
was the first country in May 1840 to issue postal stationery for general use, the Mulready envelopes and letter sheets, Th
Mulready design proved unpopular and was progressively replaced in 1841 and 1844 by postal stationery with embosse
stamps which subsequently served as the model for many other countries.
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Mulready Letter-Sheet

1869 saw the issue by Austria of the first-ptamped postcards an innovation which was rapidly adopted on a worldwide
basis. Others types of postal stationery includespaenped wrappers, reply paid postcards and letter cards. In addition pre
stamped stationery was produced for a number of associated services such as registration, certificates of posting, mon
orders and telegraph forms and cards. Some countries have issued postal stationery specifically for use in pneumatic pos
systems, for express delivery, for military use or for transmission by air mail. The last two developments led to the return
letter sheets, which had been almost entirely discontinued, in the form of air letters or aerogrammes.

Besides producing postal stationery for sale at post offices, a number of postal administrations provided a stamping to orde
service whereby paper and card supplied by the public could be submitted for stamping, and this provides a very interestin
additional area of interest to collectors.
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Tables 1- 4 (on p6) show the chronology of the issue of postal stationery items up to 1879 the year of the formation of the
Universal Postal Union, after which the use of postal stationery became progressively even more widespread. The item
selected for illustration serve to provide a glimpse into the world of postal stationery which because the individugg items a
produced for a specific tariff or service they have strong cross links to postal history. As with adhesive stampsyeai®cent

the use of prestamped stationery has drastically declined because of competing methods which enable postage on mail to b
privately preprinted prior to entry into the postal system.

Postal Union—(‘Uniqn Postale Universelle

TRINIDAD.
) F OREIGN POS"‘ C}KRD

\é §f REPUBLIQUE FRANGAISE
f‘ "/ ENVELOPPE PNEUMATIQUE

o
o f*"/

t*‘,i';f T AN R Y

$B R,
N

zur pneumatischen Expressbeférderung.

Die der Ce aus den Sammel-
kasten erfolgt taglich in derﬂ: von 7 Uhr frith bis 8'/, Ubr abends alle 20 Minuten.

CORRESPONDENZ-KARTE

zur pneumatischen Expresshe l’i’mh-pm;:

FRoMm G. HARDING & SONS,

K 4 Telegraphic Address— TELEPHONE POSTAL ADDRESS--
e g ~TIN WORKS.” LONDON, No. 4689 LONDON, S.E.

L B 200 BV, F l/ AI[ VI und IX. Bezivie Wien's,
dann i Fiinthaus. sh Meullmq Gaudenzdors.

Should this
Address be
incorrect
please com-
municate
with us in
. order that the
ezirk Sty Nr. alteration
may be made
in our Regis-
ter.

i

S M “COMPETITION GUIDE,” Recgistered

Dens Bolew iiergeben am ISS. Uhr.... Min Mig. — FOR THE —
IRONMONGERY AND HARDWARE TRADES.
R

Pneumatic Post Wrappers
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Retour Recepisse s Finland
Certificate of Posting. a5 . W bref vt
not Reg d, : A i e %
addressed as under has been posted 8. Y >
s Qe - o ] W g innehéllande
- E den 180
Tato Stamp.
Postforvaltare “dliger att efter erhillen underskrift af , dtersinda
till afsindningsorten med forst afgiende post, for att afsindaren tillstillas.
G&S [404] 15,000 1077 [See Tnstructions at back.

Certificates of Posting

Abfdymiti.

Pofe-Ruijabejiemyet.

Ry

Roniqreid %{? § Bavern.

Pof-Amweeifung

auf die Summe von AWark Pfennig Money Order Form

8u wicderbolen (dic Marl in Budftaben)
% 4 2 7 5 aQy
M. 9 ; Mank B8R .

cingesahlt vou

n

i Posta-takaréklap.
A postahivatal ltal

A levéljegyek feliagasztisira szint hely. toltendd ki:

A betétkényveeske szdma :

Post Office Savings
Card

Nummer: KARTE Beniitzt am:

fiir ein telephonisches Gesprach

im Wiener Lokalverkehr bis zur
Dauer von drei Minuten

e

| Beniitzt am:

Uhr Min. Ubhr Min. m.

mittag Telephon-Nr.:

Telephone Card

Verlangte Telephonnummer:

Stempel der Stempel der

Sprechstelle Sprechstelle
Unterschrift des Postbeamten: | Nummer:
e —— J— — ! —

R R R T R R R R RN RN RN N X N A
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SIERRA LEONE POSTAL STATIONERY Keith Hanman

In common with many British Empire countries, Sierra Leone, via the Crown Agents, employed De La Rue for their printing
of postal stationery. The country issued the full range of material available: postal cardpar@ggstal cards, envelopes
wrappers, registered letters and air letters. The first British settlement was established in 1787. The Sierra Leoype Compar
was created by an Act of Parliament but this was handed over in 1808 and the area became a Crown Colony. While a Britis
Protectorate was established in August 1896, a Post Office had been in being since 1843, overseas mail was carried |
transient shipping. Packet Mail was not carried until 1850 by British ships. The first adhesives were printed by Die La Rue
September 1859. Independence came on 27th April 1961

Sierra Leone's first Victorian printing plates were prepared in December 1880 for the 1d (Coast and local use) and 1%
(International) postal cards although a notice in The Gazette' indicated that they were not on sale until April 1881. Hand
painted essays for both were printed on full card. Rpplyl cards were ordered in 1883 and were issued in February. In
October 1892 the rate for the 1%d international card was reduced to 1d with the corresponding internal rate dropping to Yac
Again handpainted essays were prepared for the new rate and are dated 25.7.93. The colour of the cards varies: the 1d al
1v2d reply cards being of a whitish shade while the single cards were printed on buff.

Here it should be pointed out that a good proportion of issued proofs, esbatfs handdrawn and hangainted and
specimens exist in the collections of individuals, with the British Library also maintaining an archive. The main type of
specimen was 'Colonial' Type PSD1. Smaller Samuel SL2s were sometimes used to act as a 'sample' guide to Postmaste
Quantities printed of the PSD1 vary from issue to issue but generally they were 750, 727 or 110 up to George V when the
changed to 404.

Envelopes showing a 21/kl blue value tablet were ordered and issued in September 1898 with the 1d carmine value comin
later in January 1899 as soon as the Commonwealth Penny Rate was confirmed. Essays are known.

A Y2d wrapper was required and this was supplied in September 1898.

The final item in Queen Victoria's reign was the registered letter. These were produced in three sizes (F, G and H2) at th
same time as the Y2d card, in November 1893, but did not go on sale until March 1894. The registration fee was 2d.

Quantities produced by De La Rue were relatively small, bearing in mind theesmeiomic factors then prevalent. The Yzd
postcard over five printings totalled just over 5,500 items; envelopes about 75,000; wrappers 26,000 and registered envelope
30,500 in the three sizes.

For King Edward VII, and after the die for the new King's Head has been approved, De La Rue was asked to submit die
designs for a new postcard, envelope, wrapper and a registered envelope. The first deliveries of the 1d envelope wel
despatched to the Colony in March 1902 but there was a considerable hiatus before the remainder of the requisition was sen
December 1902. Harghinted country and value tablets are known, as are photographic essays. Quantities printed increasec
quite considerably over this King's reign; 35,000 wrappers and 91,000 registered envelopes of two sizes.

King George V postal stationery followed the established pattern as before, although as there was a considerable delay befo
the new King's Head was approved, the new items were not available until June 1912. Only one set of essay material he
survived to date, three black and white photographic essays for postal cards, marked DI, D2 and D3, the first being endorse
OApproved 22.11 116. A rate change occurred after a
registration fee on registered letters from 2d to 3d. A proof exists in orange dated 12th and 16th July 1923 but with the
incorrect value being shows as 4d and not(Bid. 1) The only other rate change was for an International 1%2d postal card;
this order was placed in July 1923 and delivered on 1st October 1923

Numbers of items printed were: postal cards 17,000; wrappers 163,500; envelopes 287,000 and registered envelopes 522,0
although printings did run from 1912 to 1934.

Turning to the issues of King George VI there were a number of proofs submitted by De La Rue for a 3d registered envelops
embossing die, including three for colour in August 1937 Several of these have appeared in sales over the years and sor
Crown Agent's proofs reside in the British Library. In September 1937 colour proofs for the 1d and 2d envelope embossing
dies were sent to the Crown Agents for approval, qv. Later proofs were also submitted for a wrapper and postal cards whic
are particularly difficult to find.

Sixpenny air letters were first designed in 1950 and the British Library has three proofs on grey paper and one on white
paper. Total numbers printed are about 906,000 although the style has changed up to 1955.

During World War Il the use of postal stationery items declined with just 12,300 postal cards being printed, wrappers 11,700,
envelopes 21,000 but registered envelopes held up with 516,000. Specimens in this period were 397.

During the earlier De La Rue sales, proof and essay material of the Queen Elizabeth Il era did not appear in the catalogue
presumably because none existed and therefore are not seen in private collections. There were no wrappers in this peri
which started with a registered envelope with a 4d fee in February 1954, changing its lettering in July 1955 and then
increasing the fee to 6d in May 1958. This was followed by the 1d and 2d postal card in August 1955, air letters in January
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Proof. imperforate block of four.
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1956, a 3d envelope with an embossed head for which three proofs exist, in November 1958 and finally a special 3d interne
air letter in May 1960. Printings were quite low for the postal cards and envelopes being 6,000 and 36,000 respectively
Registered envelopes fared betteaf all types to 1961 some 485,000 were issued with the 6d air letter deliveries of 2.5
million and perhaps surprisingly 549,000 of the 3d internal. There were no specimentdPpshdence, postal stationery

is still being produced with envelopes, registered envelopes and air letters being at the forefront.

Collecting postal stationery of Sierra Leone is most rewarding as there are many unusual items to collect and researct
Leaving aside proofs, dies etc most of the material printed is available at reasonable cost and one can build up
representative collection quite easily. Looking at used material, a postmark study can throw up much of interest and nev
dates/types are still being found. It is estimated that 90% to 92% of all postmarks emanate from Freetown and itsderivative
so acquiring good O6Village' cancels can be a most absor |

Acknowledgements to Philip Beale FRPSL and Frank Walton FPRSL.
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THE IRISH QUESTION Sam Barkley

Phil atelic material of fered for sal e, normally wunder t
premium over material from other parts of the country, and as a student of population and demography, | have long wondere
whether the quantum of such a premium is a true reflection of the availability of material from Ireland.

In 1840, the first adhesive stamps & postal stationery were issued, and the following year the first census of Ireldhd was he
in combination with a census in the rest of the UK, a 10 year cycle begun in 1801.

The census of 1841 showed a UK population of 26.9 million, of which 8.2 million (30%) were resident in Ireland so it could
be argued that a x3 premium on Irish material is justifiable. Interestingly the population of Scotland in 1841 wa®@2.6 milli
(just under 10%), so perhaps a x10 premium on Scottish material is called for!

Of perhaps more relevance is the literacy rate in the various parts of the UK. | have no separate literacy rate fob&cotland
it is stated t HWa&bt% iof GrheatwoBrkiithagi clés had basic ldatera
|l etters and numbers, whilst 40%+ could O6read & write ad:¢

In Ireland the literacy figures of the time (1845) are much lower. Only Dublin had more than 50% basic literacy, the
province of Leinster had an average of just over 30%, declining to just under 20% in Connaught, with Mayo the lowest
county at just 13%. The national average was 28% or little more than one third of that for the rest of the UK.

When the Irish born Royal Academician, William Mulready, reflected on the often maligned and lampooned postal stationery
envelopes and lettersheets which he had designed, could he ever have imagined that today they would be one of the mc
sought after pieces of stationery issued in the United Kingdom and that examples from his home country would add ever
more value, although not perhaps thexghultiplier the statistics might reflect®ig. 1)
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Fig. 1

That said, the most uncommon piece of UK postal stationery | have ever encountered used from Ireland is the sole example
over 10 years of searching of the QV 1875 1¥%.d rate Foreign Postcard sent from Portrush in 1878 by an American tourist on
visit to the Giant 6és (FQa)seway, back to the USA.

The political developments of the 1910s and early 1920s resulted in the separation of the 26 counties of the Irish Free Sta
from the UK. A registered stationery envelope used on the last day of British Post Office control, 31 March 1922, uprated
with an overprinted definitive signalled the beginning of the end of stationery in much of Ireland, albeit usage continued in
the Free State officially until late 1924, and unofficially for at least a year theregtgr. 3)

Perhaps wultimately Ilreland6s historic status as 6the |
considerations of its philatelic output.
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Fig. 3 Registered Stationery Envelope used on the last day of British Post Office Control,
31 March 1922
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CANADIAN POSTAL STATIONERY Professor lain Stevenson

The postal stationery of Canada is diverse and full of interest. It comprises familiar items like postcards, envelopes anc
lettercards, but also many items unique to the country like election envelopes, railway publicity caref@rmutivice

cards, and reply cards with two different rates. It provides a particularly wide range of advertising cards and envelopes
(which are featured here). Many of the early items are more or less uniquedydjreeved, and so are beautiful examples of
printing.

This display provides a wide sampling of the range of material available and includes mint and used examples, some of th
latter with scarce routings, rates and usages and even a few items froomfa@eration Newfoundland.

Even today, Canada is adding to its fascinating repertoire of postal stationery, with many thousands edtémeppce
'Postcard Factory' postcards being issued, so many that not even Canada Post is sure how many there are or where they
issued (or how many are printed). They are apparently very popular with visiting Japanese tourists who have been known t
buy up an entire stock of a retail outlet and affix-primted sticky labels to send them home. That is apparently where most

of the used examples are!

16



