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The Postal Stationery Society  (Founded 1992)

For collectors of postal stationery worldwide no matter what their area of interest.

THE N
i(_f‘o SECRETARY Colin Baker , 4 Greenhill Gardens, Sutton Veny. WARMINSTER, Wilts. BA12 7AY
Phone: 01985 840033 Email: pss.secretary@gmail.com
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY Edward Caesley , Trepheane House, 5 Tenderah Court, Church Hill,
Helston, Cornwall TR13 8NP Email: caesley@btinternet.com
Website: www.postalstationery.org.uk
The Postal Stationery Society Journal EDITOR: John H. Barker

The Journal is published four times a year and distributed free to members. Contributions for publication in the Journal should
be sent to the Editor, John H Barker, 35, Portia Avenue, Shirley, Solihull. B90 2NW. or via email:
johnhbarker@btinternet.com
Articles on any aspect of postal stationery are welcomed. Items for illustration should be good quality colour scans or
photocopies or should be sent to the Editor for scanning.
© Copyright of the contents of the Postal Stationery Society Journal belongs to the Postal Stationery Society (U.K.)
and the author of the work concerned. Copyright of some images may belong to third parties. In all instances
written consent of the Editor should be obtained before an item is copied for publication elsewhere.

Society Calendar 2014

Details of the Programme for 2014 can be found in the Programme Card enclosed with the November issue
of the Journal. If you do not have a programme card please contact the Editor.

Postal Stationery Commission Newsletter - January 2014 is available to download

IF
[% from the website: www.postalstationery.org
This is essential reading for any member entering competitions.

Congratulations to the following members on their success in the international competitions:
Brasiliana 2013

Michael Smith U.K. The Postal Stationery of Orange Free State 96 LG SP
Alan Huggins U.K. Mauritius Postal StationeryThe Stamped envelopes and Registration envelopes95 LG

Thailand 2013

Alan Wichelman Thailland Lux e mbour gés Coat of Arms Post al P5aGi onery
18701882
Emil Minnaar S. Africa Basutoland Postal Stationery 91 G

lan McMahon  Australia Postal Stationery of Canada Issued During The Reign of King George VI 90 G

Postal Auction
The next postal auction will be sent out with the May issue of the Journal.

The closing date will be in June so please make sure that when you receive it, you look through
the list early and in plenty of time to get your bids to the Auctioneer before the closing date.

Postal Stationery Society Website
Did you know that there are links to 40 Top Class Postal Stationery Exhibits covering a wide
range of subjects also the list of contents of the Postal Stationery Society Journals for the past
10 year s. Visit -the Societyds

www.postalstationery.org.uk

we b
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CHAI RMANO S- FEBRBARY 2014

What makes an item of stationery desirable? Is it because it is rare or unrecorded, the one item you need
complete a country or issue, because it is colourful or just because it is appealing? This is the question often afked in the
of i what did you buy that for?.

POST fﬁ CARD

This cropped up the other day when going through recent
purchases with a friend. We were talking about a couple of GB QEII
compound stationery cards that had just sold on ebay and which
appeared to be unrecorded. They took the form of Wilding 2¥2d carmine
+ 1%d green imprints. The cards were sold one after each other and both
made around £130 each. A mixed QEII Wilding 1%d green + KGVI Y2d
orange used advertising card made a £148. These were obviously
desirable because they were either unrecorded or not known and also
showed strength in early QEIl material.

However, the card | was referring to was
one | bought at the October Society auction for a
tenneri a Sudan 4mil. Camel postcard used to
Birmingham. | do not collect Sudan seriously but
do like the Camel design and they have issued
some interesting items. This card was sent by the
Assistant Postmaster at Khartoum North to
Rushbrook & Co, Hardware Merchants in Moor
Street Birmingham. Cancelled with a neat
Khartoum North cds it also bore two feint purple
triangular censor markings and a Shellal Halfa No
1 TPO. The card is postmarked™Mday 1916 with
the TPO cancel 4 days later. The postal routes of
Sudan are a maze of detail; Khartoum North is a
few miles outside Khartoum and was the original
terminus for the railway. Halfa (where the British
camped for the relief of General Gordon) is about 6
miles south of the northern Sudan border on the righthand side of the Nile. Halfa is also the northern terminus of the Suc
railway and the southern terminus of a steamboat service on the Nile, which runs to Shellal on the left side of theeNile wher
connects with the Egyptian railways. Presumption is therefore that the card went by train to Halfa before crossingrttze Nile o
steamboat connecting with an Egyptian train and onwards to Birmingham!

This then became a desirable card for me and | was able to answer why | bought it because it told a story of trav
continental trade and commercial usage. Enjoy collecting what you like and desire!

Neil Sargent

SECRETARYO S - REBRUARY 2014

The Great Train Robbery The robbery was the subject of two new BBC films

Last year the Society was asked to give advice on that were shown over the Christmas holiday. No doubt
British registration envelopes and postal stationery that many of you saw them, but if not they are on DVD and will
would have been used at the time when the Great Train no doubt be shown again on BBC, as well as being sold to
Robbery took place on Thursday 8th August 1963. This many overseas broadcasting companies.

crime, probably the most famous of all robberies to take In the end our advice on the type of mail that would
place in the UK, netted about £2.7M for the robbers, much have been carried on the mail train was not used and the
of it in used bank notes that were untraceable. The moneyf i | ms 6 producers decided tha

was being transferred from banks in Scotland to London on have been stuffed into mail bags without envelopes or
the night mail train (a regular procedure). The gang stopped addresses.

the train in Buckinghamshire by making the green signals Il 6m sure it will come as
show red, and they then broke into the carriage carrying all August, the month when the robbery took place, is in the
the high value mail, transferred it to a waiting lorry and middle of summer in the UK and one of the hottest months
whisked it away to their farmhouse hideout. of the year. But in the outside scenes the film showed
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frozen puddles, leafl ess tr kesPostalStationey Society of Geeat Bfitaih | . I 6
| spotted one or two other clangers later on. Needless to No sooner had | finished my notes for the November

say we were not given any credit for our advice, but in view issue of our Journal than more information came to light

of how the mail robbery was represented perhaps this is just courtesy Brian Birch. He tells me that the Philatelic

as well. Contact magazine was produced for the Association of
However, the films made ®BsgeR Philatelice Svtidlies, Shoeduty.0 STheje Uveré ondy
shame that some of the most important details were so twelve issues published over a three year period, and
badly wrong and our advice was ignored. eventually the magazine was discontinued owing to low
sales figures. It was then incorporated into The Stamp

March Meeting - . .
. : ... Col |l t F. t htly, hi.
I ncluded with this ed|t|%égse&ub(l:iéatﬁ)résgocpertyég jogrnawl I|c
a flyer for our meeting in London on Saturday'2®larch '
2014. Would members please note that this is a joint Post Office Stationery

meeting with the Great Britain Overprint Society. Their Richard Malim has been studying non postal
members are also being invited to give displays at this stationeryenvel opes inscribed i On
meeting and in view of their interest in British overprinted Ser vi ce o or similar, and al

postal stationery, | would like you to try to bring some envelopes similarly inscribed and used in Great Britain and
overprinted material along as well. However, if you would by British Post Offices abroad, especially in Constantinople
prefer to show something e Ulpste1923.t Headydthat aé farmas he kndves, nd Work has U T
everyone attending the meeting will be interested in ever been done in making a catalogue of these items.

whatever is on display. Although these are not strictly postal stationery
Swinpex 2014 under the FIP rules, they are an interesting sideline to postal

Would b | te that Swi il b stationery collecting. Do you have any of these envelopes
ould members piease note thal Swinpex Will b€ ,at \were used b G%;/ernment Departments, or by the Post
to

held at St Josephos Bauday Sg.0f heirld &' rdiifing Bf the fbstal service? If
th H )
147 June 2014 and not as noted in the programme booklet o, " pichard would like to hear from you. You can contact

issued to all members last November. To make sure you him_ direct pn his email address malim@btinternet.com

dondot miss this event, gr ab,}hodGetal coliff Bakef Jddrds® dtaild oh the iﬂsﬁjrée as

make a note against the programme entry. cover

THE JUBILEE ENVELOPE AND THE ALLIANCE ASSURANCE
COMPANY John Davies

1890 saw the introduction of Great Britain's first
commemorative postal stationery to celebrate the Jubilee of
the introduction of Uniform Penny Postage. Following the
success of the Guildhall letter card, the Post Office prepared
a Jubilee envelope and correspondence card, to be sold in
advance for 1/ (in aid of the Rowland Hill Benevolent
Fund) and only available for one day. Approximately
Bartholomew Lane, | 250,000 of the envelopes were sold. Less well known is the
' fact that some of the envelopes were sold to commercial
organisations, including the Alliance Assurance Company.

Alliance Assurance Company,

London,‘/vw— e 1840

[ : A letter from the De La Rue Archives shows that an
D ar M S hoaes : enquiry was first made on 11th June 18@0ig. 1)
? R §MU.., E attempting to obtain supplies of 5000 of the envelope. As a
g result enquiries were made by De La Rue to J S Prcell,
: € ndet bl S0V 7 te Ortt Controller of Stamps, Inland Revenue. The internal notes
1 (M‘u Gl i Gt g dated 13th June 1890 from the archive show that the
5 e B ot w ) G ek e 5 company was dir_ected to obtgin supplies from a principal
Gl By s 3 Iy 5 London Post Office. It is believed that they wished to
TR usilies 5 providea copy to each of their agents and customers. They

[4 s e ;ﬂ:ﬁ ' evidently did so, as insert cards are known, overprinted with
d. W Fig. 1
“W j S)« = The popularity of the Jubilee envelope led to a
- Js Shad 9::‘ number of inquiries to the printers, De La Rue. One
. 5 example of the interest created is an order for 5000
- from the Alliance Assurance Company so that they

could give one to each of their agents.
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an advertising message. Examples of the card, overprinted

with a ABonusoFin@ssage

=i GO AN

PENNY POSTAGI

ALLIANGE ASSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED

(LIFE DEPARTMENT),
With which is Incorporated the

PROVIDENT LIFE OFFICE.
REGENT STREET OFFICE:~50, REGENT STREET, LONDON, W.

Capital, £5,450,000.

Funds, £15,000,000.

Further examples appeared in 1906 with different
snessages relating to the County Fire Office Limi{Edg

3) and the Westminster Fire Offi(Eig 4).

. ALLIANGE ASSURANGE COMPANY LIMITED

(LIFE DEPARTMENT),
With which is Incorporated the PROVIDENT LIFE OFFICE.

BONUS.

HE current quinquennial term of the ALLIANCE ASSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED,
for Life Assurance business, will expire on the 31st December, 1908, and Participating
Policies taken out with the Company before the books close on the 31st December, 1906, at full
Annual Premiums, will rank for three years’ profits if in force on the 31st December, 1908. It will,
therefore, be seen that a very substantial benefit will accrue to those who assure their lives under
the With-Profit plan before the close of the year.
The expenses (including Commission) charged by the ALLIANCE COMPANY to the
Life Account are restricted to 10 per cent. of the Premiums, and the Bonuses in respect of the
New (current) Series of Participating Policies have amounted-to &1. 10/= per cent. on

% 9y
| PENNY POSTAGE JUI

JILEE |0
(o0

TuaE WEsTMINSTER FIRE OFFICE,
27, Kiné STrREET, CovENT GARDEN,
Lonvoon, W.C., Sept. 77th, 1906.

Dear Sir,

On the approach of another Quarter Day, and with
the view to increasing the number of Fire Insurances
reaching us through your esteemed Agency, it occurs
to me to offer to bave printed for you a supply of
proposal forms, such as the enclosed, with your name
upon them as Agent.

I hope it may be possible for you to bring this
proposal form under the notice of many of your friends
who have not hitherto availed themselves of your
Agency for placing their Fire Insurances.

There may be cases also in which you can give us

the Sums Assured and existing Bonus Additions combined, for each
year's Premium paid. .

The most recent Prospectus of the Company, showing the moderate rates charged and liberal
conditions of Assurance, may be obtained on application to:—

a name and address, in order that we may offer upon
your introduction to inspect premises, quote rates, or
prepare Schedules of Insurance, and if Policies resulted
they would be credited to your Agency.

— ] On learning your wishes in the matter, I shall be
glad to consider what we can do to give effect thereto.
Fig 2 Yours faithfully,
The Alliance Assurance Company card e
printed with a ABonus@ mess ¢
Secretary.

Fig 4
Use of the Insert Card overprinted by the

COUNTY FIRE OFFICE LIMITED,

T iy A Westminster Fire Office in 1906 to promote
L ot its services to policy holders. Is this one
e S;};y A of the earliest examples of creative direct
which the closing of the holiday season, and consequent  revival mail?

of trade throughout London and the Country, presents for obtaining

e e g e e g

POST OFFRCE JUBILEE
UNIFORM*PENNY POSTAGE "

AT SOUTH KENSINGTON MUSEUM, 210

Fig 3
Insert card and envelope from the County Fire
Service. Cancelled with London W cds of
September 6 1906 with Paddington W
handstamp on the reverse.

Are any other usages known for commercial
purposes?Email: davies1890@btinternet.com
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THE POSTAL STATIONERY OF EAST AFRICA -PART 3 Colin Baker

TANGANYIKA
The area of East Africa that had
previously been administered by Germany,
became known as Tanganyika when it was given
to Great Britain under a mandate as part of the
Treaty of Versailles in 1919. Postal stationery
was produced specifically for use in that country,
starting in 1923 with 15 cent single and reply
postcards and 30 cent registration envelopes,
followed by 15 cent envelopes in 1926. The first
issue of these postcards carried the same design
of stamp as that used in the adhesive set issued
the previous year, but using only one colour (red)
for both the stamp and the central design of the
head of a giraffe. In the adhesive 15 cent stamp
the frame had been printed in carmine and the
giraffeds head in the centre in black. A smal l
change had to be made to the design of the stamp
for use on postal stationery. The adhesive 1927 Tanganyika 15 cent postcard with King George V
stamps had the wording #Po sstang apré&edRiedwused toedsermany
a circular tablet beneath the head as they could
be used for either purpose, but this was not the case with Not that easy to amend the design to eliminate the word
stationery stamps which practically could only be used in TRevenued wunless fPostageo w:

the post. Thus the wording CaWa'tswasahWQM inRe@tive thag the skIPRLWOkdIRgGgWaS &
Revenueod to fAPostageo, but @hgoufely gorragty Of greater §mpafancesngsatiieeneed 19t
tablet within the design. keep the cost of providing postal stationery to a minimum.

Detail showing the 1927 issue postal
stationery stamp that
both postage and revenue purposes

1923 Tanganyika 15 cent postcard with the Giraffe The earlier issue of postcards with the giraffe
stamp. Philatelic use. stamp had been produced and printed by
Bradbury Wilkinson, but De La Rue had been
responsible for this new issue. | have not been able to
establish exactly why one stamp design was changed and
another was not. Perhaps costs and potential delays came
thh the equatlon A new sta d|e W|thn]ust the word

In 1927 the design of the stamp for use on postcards
was changed. This new design used the head of King
George V in a larger oval frame, with the name of the
country being changed from ous f a ont

J 0
~ : €e n
the fiMandated Territory of &Tvc?lvecplf‘erf& hlj.ke %u%mlttlng proofcs: for appgoval st he
design of the stamp was similar to that used for the adhesive
W0u|8 ha.v taken time bearlwgﬁln mind Ehe distances

stamps, but this time the v e d
so that in theory the postcard stamps could be used for both i volVed. " Or per?laps noBody OUth "aBout it andthe .
standard stamp design was si

postage and revenue purposes. Although this seems a little . X :
: . . : . Both single and reply postcards in the new design were
strange at first sight, studying the design shows that it was _ . . - . :
printed in a similar red to that of the previous issue.




