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 Society Calendar 2014  

Saturday 14th June - 2.00 - 4.00pm at SWINPEX.  Membersô Displays. 
Saturday 25 October - 10.30am - 4.00pm at the Royal Philatelic Society, London. AGM, Tony Chilton Competition 
           and Auction.  

 
Details of the Programme for 2014 can be found in the Programme Card enclosed with the November  issue 

of the Journal.  If you do not have a programme card please contact the Editor.  
 

Society Notes  
 

Our Treasurer, Alan Ginsberg, has sent the following for all PSS members.  
 

  

 

Postal Auction  
 

The June postal auction has been sent out with this issue of the Journal. 
 

The closing date is Wednesday 11th June so please make sure that you look through the list 
early and in plenty of time to get your bids to the Auctioneer before the closing date. 

 

Postal Stationery Society Website  
Did you know that there are links to 40 Top Class Postal Stationery Exhibits covering a wide 

range of subjects also the list of contents of the Postal Stationery Society Journals for the past 
10 years.  Visit the Societyôs website:- 

www.postalstationery.org.uk  

Thank you to all members for the really special Get Well Card sent to me recently, when I first 
got ill. 
I want to extend to everyone my sincere thanks for the really warm and encouraging words, as 
well as the individual messages from each of the people who signed the card.  I have had four 
weeks treatment and so far managed with some mild side effects, so have to be grateful as 
others may have suffered worse than me. 
I send my best to everyone. 
Alan 
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CHAIRMANôS CHAT -  MAY 2014 

SECRETARYôS NOTES - MAY 2014 

SWINPEX MEETING. 
 
 

WOULD ALL MEMBERS PLEASE MAKE SURE 
THEY HAVE THE CORRECT DATE FOR THE 

SWINPEX MEETING.    
 

THE YELLOW PROGRAMME BOOKLET IS 
WRONG.   

 

THE MEETING IS ON SATURDAY 
14 JUNE 2014.   

 

SEE THE FLYER SENT OUT WITH THE 
FEBRUARY JOURNAL FOR MORE DETAILS, 

OR CONTACT THE SECRETARY. 

Neil Sargent 

Iôm very pleased to tell you that our Chairman, Neil 

Sargent, has been given the Award of Merit by the ABPS.  

This is only given to those people who have given their 

services to philately in an outstanding way and reflects the 

effort Neil has made in helping to run the Society. 

Unfortunately the news came just too late for the 

March meeting, but we will make amends at our meeting at 

Swinpex in June. 

 

A Time to reflect 

My sister, who lives in the USA, recently sent me a 

cutting from Time magazine dated 4th November 2013.  The 

article is headed ñAre Stamps Licked? - Not at the 

I recently gave a club display on military stationery 

headed óAirgraphs, Air Letters & Military Stationeryô. The 

vast majority does not qualify as being classed as ópostal 

stationeryô but I was thinking about the position of the early 

óOfficialô air letter cards. Air Mail Lettercards were the 

invention of Dr Gumbley when he worked for the Iraqi Post 

& Telegraphs Dept in the early 1930s. Looking for a 

method to speed up delivery of mail throughout the country 

he designed a lightweight form with set dimensions that 

could be carried in bulk by small aircraft of the time. The 

same problem was faced at the start of the WW2, 

particularly in the Middle East for cheap airmail rates and 

use of letter cards was proposed in August 1940. By 

January 1941 it had been agreed to introduce them in the 

Middle East at a rate of 3d, to be prepaid by the use of 

British stamps sent from all countries including Egypt. The 

service was brought into use from the 1st March except for 

Egypt, who would not accept the use of British stamps. The 

service was started from Palestine, Cyprus, Cyrenaica, 

Greece, Crete and Sudan. No agreement had been reached 

with the Egyptian Prime Minister by early April so to 

circumvent the problem, it was agreed to modify the AML 

by franking it óOFFICAL PAIDô. These would then be sold 

to the troops at 3d each. On 28th April 220,000 of these 

were issued to FPOs, although by the 2nd May Egypt had 

agreed to permit GB stamps to be used.  

 

This printing was therefore a very limited run, 

bearing in mind many printings of plain AMLôs ran into 

millions. The question is - can they qualify as official postal 

stationery?  The cards had an additional line added to the 

standard heading ñPrice: THREE PENCEò Early cards 

came with GT. BRITAIN printed at the bottom and 

underlined with the front panel having a privacy colouring 

on the inside. These air mail letter cards are the forerunners 

of the QE11 sto AMLs which are seeing a recent surge in 

interest.  

 

Have a good summer.  

Neil Sargent  

Pair of Official paid AMLs; used 14 th May & 18 th July 1941  
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Smithsonianôs huge new stamp galleryò.  Oh how I hate 

these contrived headlines.  One of my local papers is always 

doing the same and comes up with gems such as ñCollector 

stamps his mark on philatelyò or ñPopular postman given 

stamp of approvalò.  I grimace every time I read one of 

these.  (OK so the title of this piece is not much better) 

But back to the Time article.  It tells how the hobby 

in the US is suffering because collectors are getting older 

and older, but as they finally join the ultimate philatelic 

society, no new collectors are coming into the hobby.  

Many families want to sell their forebearsô collections 

because sons and daughters are not interested in these tiny 

scraps of paper any more.  The problem is that as soon as 

they approach a stamp dealer, they find that their collection 

is not worth a great deal of money.  Even worse are 

collections of modern stamps and they are told that these 

are best used up as postage, since they will not be able to 

get a better return for their outlay.  But despite these stories 

of gloom and doom in the US, the prices being achieved for 

classic material continues to rise steadily and auction house 

receipts are increasing every year. 

In Washington, the Smithsonian National Postal 

Museum has just built a 12,000 square feet (about 1,100m2) 

of additional exhibition space, which it is hoped will help 

attract youngsters to the hobby.  Whether this will work or 

not remains to be seen. 

The Time article reminded me of the similar state of 

our hobby on the European side of the Atlantic.  What was 

said of the hobby in the US, is also true in Great Britain.  

Here prices being asked for good quality material continue 

to rise, but at local society level the number of members is 

falling and any society that can still boast a youth section is 

doing very well.  Iôm not sure how the hobby is doing in 

mainland Europe, but I would imagine it is a similar story. 

So make the most of philately and collecting postal 

stationery.  But donôt rely on your collection for funding 

your old age or to give your children a giant step up in life.  

It might not be quite as valuable as you had thought. 

MARCH 2014 MEETING REPORT 
 

Twenty five members of the Great Britain Overprint 

and Postal Stationery Societies met on Saturday 22nd March 

2014 at the Royal Philatelic Society in London.  It is not 

possible to give individual society numbers as some 

attending are members of both societies. 
 

Neil Sargent welcomed everyone and said how nice it was 

to see so many people at our meeting.  Apologies were 

given by PSS members Edward Caesley, Paul Jones, 

Graham Barker, and by GBOS members Mike Sanders & 

Geoff Chivers. 
 

Colin Baker told the meeting about two of our members.  

David Taylor Smith, our first secretary is now very old and 

frail.  He is in a home and the manager has told us he is now 

suffering from dementia, and although he has his good days 

and his bad days, he appears to be happy.  Our treasurer, 

Alan Ginsberg, is also in poor health at the moment and is 

starting a period of treatment and recuperation.  He has said 

he wishes to continue in his post for the time being.  A Get 

Well card was put out for members to sign, which has since 

been sent to Alan. 
 

Members were then treated to a display of the Postal 

Stationery of British Levant by Alan Huggins.  This was a 

superb display of British postal stationery used in the 

Levant both before and during the period when it was 

overprinted.  Alan started off his display with postal 

stationery used from Crimea during the war 1853-56, 

showing us some very rare material.  He continued his 

display through the years of un-overprinted material into the 

overprinted period, explaining how the drop in value of the 

piastre led the British Government to believe people would 

trade in postal stationery to make a profit.  The 2½d 

envelopes were therefore overprinted 40 paras.  Alan 

included forgeries for this issue. 
 

Alan continued with postcards and registration 

envelopes, both plain and overprinted, leading up to the 

outbreak of the First World War when all the foreign post 

offices were closed.  Some British offices were re-opened 

following the peace treaty in 1919 using both plain and, 

later, overprinted stationery.   
 

This was a comprehensive display giving the 

complete story of British postal stationery used in the 

Crimea and the Levant, and was given with a great deal of 

detail on the reasons for the various issues and the manner 

in which they were used.  This was the last opportunity for 

us to see this display, as it is destined to be broken up and 

sold. 
 

Alan has given our editor a full write up of that part 

of his display dealing with  reply paid postcards, which will 

be found in this issue, page 14. 
 

The vote of thanks was given by Tony Stanford, the 

GBOS secretary.  He said it had been a wonderful display 

of British Levant postal stationery, excellently presented, 

with plenty of facts.  It was one we would be unlikely to see 

again, such was the width and depth of material on display. 

 

THE ONE SHEET COMPETITION 
 

There were 18 entries for the one sheet competition, 

including four sent in from abroad.  As usual, judging was 

carried out by the members present, each giving 3 points for 

their first choice, 2 for their second and 1 for their third.  

After some rapid mental arithmetic by the Secretary, the 

winners were declared. 
 

George King came first with his Irish entry Printed Paper 

Out and Postcard Back (27 points) (See opposite page) 

Sandeep Jaiswal came second with India and Ceylon 

Envelopes (25 points)  

Michael Lockton came third with Boer War Hand 

Illustrated Penny Pink (22 points) 
 

One member had asked that we reported separately 

on the results for the GB and Overseas subjects, which we 

were happy to do.  This year all three winners were based 

on foreign postal stationery, and the closest GB entry came 

5th - Peter Robinsonôs Major General Walter Chitty. 

 

 



The Postal Stationery Society Journal.      Volume 22  No. 2                                                                       May 2014 

5 

 

Printed Paper Out & Postcard Back 
 

The Irish Post Office never issued reply cards.  This is a Stamped to Order reply card, both stamps are 

embossed.  Since everything but the address was pre-printed, it was sent out printed paper rate, but the 

return, probably handwritten text was postcard rate.  This version is from 1946. 
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MEMBERSô DISPLAYS 
 

After lunch the Great Britain Overprint Society 

started off the displays. 
 

John Gledhill showed four frames of overprinted air letters 

and took the opportunity to tell members about two new 

books that were being prepared by the Great Britain 

Overprint Society detailing all the overprinted British postal 

stationery that has been issued.  He had draft copies of the 

books for members to view.  It is intended these will be 

published later this year and details will be given in this 

Journal as soon as they are known. 
 

Tony Stanford followed with 3 frames of Bechuanaland 

(both periods, British and the Protectorate), starting with the 

QV 2d envelopes re-valued to 4d and the special 4d 

envelopes produced for use in that country only. 
 

David Milstead showed a lovely British Levant registration 

envelope with a set of KE VII stamps, philatelic, but still 

very attractive. 
 

Robin Davis then went on to show 2 frames of Cyprus, 

including the variations in the registration envelopes. 
 

Tony Stanford continued with a frame of Oil Rivers and 

Niger Coast Protectorate material. 

Ronald Watson then showed a frame of Morocco 

Agencies, with discussions ensuing on why they are so rare, 

and how the 5 centimes postcard could only have been used 

for the printed paper rate, unless it was uprated. 
 

Barrie Cook and Philip Kaye finished of the session with 

Tangier and Morocco Agencies respectively. 
 

The last session was left to the PSS members to 

show their stuff.  Colin Baker put up a frame of various 

overprinted stationery, followed by stationery reduced in 

rate in 1922 and ñoverprintedò with inspectorsô marks, and 

postcards overprinted so they could be used at the ½d 

printed paper rate. 

Neil Sargent showed 2 frames of the postal stationery of 

Nigeria, from Oil Rivers onwards. 

Michael Lockton showed a selection of registration 

envelopes used by servicemen during the First and Second 

World Wars, and in later conflicts. 

Peter Robinson rounded the day off with a lovely display 

of Ukraine postal stationery, some of which had overprints 

to cope with inflation of the period.  This was a topical 

subject, bearing in mind all the problems in present-day 

Crimea and a nice reflection to the dayôs main display. 
 

Neil Sargent thanked everyone for coming and especially 

those who had displayed. 

- Alan Huggins and Edward Klempka (2013) 
Published by The Royal Philatelic Society, 
London. 

 

 

This book is a detailed study of the 

Parliamentary Envelopes issued on the 16th. January 

1840 for use by Members of Parliament shortly after 

the introduction of The Uniform Penny Post by 

Rowland Hill. These envelopes are rare and little 

information has been published on them in the past. 

Alan Huggins and Edward Klempka have done a great 

service to GB Philately in assembling all available 

information on these envelopes, much of which has 

never appeared in print previously.  The book also lists 

all recorded envelopes that have appeared at auction 

over the last 40 years. In total, it identifies 260 

individual envelopes. 

As a forerunner of the Mulready envelopes and 

lettersheets, the envelopes are an important step in the 

evolution of GB Postal Stationery. It is a well 

researched book with over 70 coloured illustrations, 

and for all collectors of GB Stationery is a very 

necessary reference book. 

Michael Lockton 

BOOK REVIEW 
GREAT BRITAIN : THE 1840 PREPAID PARLIAMENTARY ENVELOPES  
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In the November 2013 Prestige Philately postal 

stationery auction catalogue Gary Watson penned a short piece 

entitled Postal Stationery: An Appreciation.  He wrote: 

ñBecause relatively few people collect postal stationery, it is a 

field where everyone can make new discoveries, often under 

the noses of professional philatelists.  Even the impecunious 

newcomer can acquire items that nobody else has recorded, 

and sometimes for very modest sumsò (page 11). 

The author recently acquired a copy of the Gloucester 

Journal, 5-line wrapper on eBay.  The wrapper in question is 

shown in the accompanying illustration.  The size is 

128x304mm which is almost identical to the standard PO size.  

The paper is post office buff stock; the wrapper is postmarked 

GLOUCESTER OC 10 84, and the indicium is Die II with 

horizontal shading on the hair ribbon. 

Initially I thought the wrapper was the catalogued post 

office WP15 (Huggins & Baker) or equivalent E8 (H&G).  

The Huggins & Baker entry for this wrapper states: 1883, ½d 

brown stamp Die II, 5 lines of instruction, buff paper with two 

corners cut off, size 127x300mm.  The private printing, The 

Gloucester Journal masthead and 4-address lines has been 

applied to post office stock with the lower black underlining 

extending 1.5mm over the indicium.  This wrapper does not 

have the upper corners chamfered.  

One can speculate why only two or four chamfered 

corner examples have been seen.  Both chamfered types of 

wrappers are commonly encountered.  It has been suggested 

that The Gloucester Journal ordered a large number of these 

wrappers from the Post Office and that they were supplied in 

uncut sheets and this requisition was then sent directly to the 

printers.  It was then decided either by the newspaper or the 

printer that chamfered corners were unnecessary.  However, 

exactly how these wrappers came to be unchamfered (new 

word?) needs further investigation.  Faking chamfering is easy, 

but faking straight corners is not.   

Being perplexed at this finding I sent Jan Kosniowski 

a scan of the wrapper in question and he made contact with 

Alan Huggins for comment.  Alan said he had not seen WP15 

before without cut corners and would add it to his catalogue.  

Jan, in the meantime, went through his collection of this WP15 

wrapper, as did I, looking for more examples.  We each found 

more examples of The Gloucester Journal wrappers without 

chamfering, and these four cases are shown as Illustration 1a. 

The author examined his database of 32,000 images 

collected from eBay over the past decade and identified 

another four cases.  All eight examples are addressed to Mrs. 

Bloxsome, Isle of Rea, Nr. Dursley.  Without getting too 

deeply into the genealogy of the Bloxsome family, it appears as 

though they have had a presence in the Isle of Rea since the 

mid-1700s and that four of the family carried the Bloxsome 

name during the period of the wrappers.  No non-Bloxsome 

cases of the Gloucester Journal are found in the database.  It is 

not unusual to find clusters of extant wrappers to the same 

addressee from estates and archival files that are being 

dissipated.  In chronological order the eight postmark dates are: 

SP 13 84, SP 26 84, OC 18 84, AP 24 85, DE 1 85, FE 11 87, 

MY 27 87 and JY 21 87.  The window covered is September 

1884 to July 1887, i.e., a 34 month period. 

Does knowledge of the Gloucester Journal help to 

explain the straight edges?  This newspaper was established in 

1722 by Robert Raikes and William Dicey and was intended as 

the Organ of the Agricultural and Commercial classes.  As was 

the custom, the first page was devoted to advertising and the 

paper was sold for ½d a copy.  The paper celebrated its 250th 

anniversary in 1972.  There is nothing intuitively obvious 

about this newspaper that explains the lack of chamfering 

although it is noteworthy that the position of the masthead and 

other details is located differently in each case.   

DISCOVERIES OF GB POST OFFICE WRAPPERS (WP15) WITHOUT 
CHAMFERING: EVIDENCE OF TWO USERS      Dr John K. Courtis FRPSL 

Illustration 1a : Gloucester Journal  Post Office Postal Stationery Wrapper  

OC 18 84 (Courtis collection)            AP 24 85 (Courtis collection)   
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FE 11 87  

DE 1 85   (Kosniowski collection)  

Illustration 1b: Gloucester Journal  Examples in Authorôs eBay Database 

         MY 27 87 (Kosniowski collection)   

SP 13 84  

JY 21 87  SP 26 84  
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Although the Boxsome story could be developed 

further, the purpose of the paper is to identify a new variety of 

WP15 without chamfering.  Jan went through his collection a 

second time and found a WP15 wrapper with private 

overprinting for The Royal Insurance Office, Liverpool and this 

is Illustrated to the left. 

There is no chamfering on this 5-line post office stock 

wrapper and it is therefore a second user of this variety.  One 

peculiar feature is that the edging of the flap is not clean cut 

but appears to be slightly ragged as if a ream of paper had not 

passed through the guillotine.  This kind of edging can 

sometimes be found on pages of bound books insinuating the 

paper of an earlier period.  The size of the wrapper is 

126x307mm; the additional 7mm in length may be attributed to 

the ream of paper not having been guillotined. The authorôs 

database has another example of this user but as the reverse 

side of the wrapper is not shown there is no evidence from the 

eBay image to support or refute the example shown in 

Illustration 2.  
 

Conclusion 

It appears that we have a new find some 130 years after 

the issue date.  There are at least two users of this WP15 

wrapper without chamfering.  Exactly how they came about 

needs fuller exploration. Collectors are asked to examine their 

own holdings to see if further examples of this WP15 wrapper 

exist without chamfering.  Gary Watson is correct: postal 

stationery is a field where everyone can make new discoveries. 
 

Acknowledgements 

My thanks are given to Allan Gory for reading and 

commenting on an earlier draft and to Jan Kosniowski for 

contributing scans from his own collection and commenting on 

an earlier draft. 

GB POST OFFICE NEWSPAPER WRAPPER (WP16) WITH PRIVATE 
CHAMFERING             Jan KoŜniowski (jan@stampdomian.com) 

 

 

Checking through my collection I found a group of 

five wrappers with chamfering that is not the same as the 

standard post office issue. The five items were all WP16 

wrappers with a private overprint for Ansell, Mankiewicz & 

Tallerman. 

 

The chamfering on post office issue WP16 wrappers 

is at an angle of 27º to the vertical edge. The chamfering on 

this group is different on each wrapper. The angle of the cut 

varies from 25º to 52º to the vertical. The width of this 

entire group is 125mm, the same as the post office issue. 

The height varies from 301mm to 305mm. Four of the 

newspaper wrappers have a ragged edge at the top of the 

wrapper; the fifth one has a guillotined edge. 

 

 

It would appear that large users were able to get 

supplies of complete uncut sheets of newspaper wrappers to 

make the task of overprinting easier and less expensive. 

Post office issue wrappers are 
chamfered at an angle of 27º  

Item chamfered at an angle of 
52º and with a ragged edge at 

top  
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Hans Eriksson writes: I read Peter Williams 

interesting article (Volume 22, no 1, February 2014) about 

the Austrian postal card issued by Austrian Airlines. 

I was flying with the airline from Sarajevo (Bosnia) 

to Vienna the 14 July 2007 and then further the same day 

from Vienna to Stockholm (Sweden) with the same airline. 

On both flights I got such a card at any meal (breakfast or 

lunch). I asked for an extra card and received it and 

therefore I have both mint and used ones. The used ones I  

mailed to myself via the staff of the aircraft. Some days 

later I received them in my mailbox in Sweden via the 

Swedish Post. The cards were cancelled in the same place 

Breclav in the Czech Republic as was said in the article. 

However it is not the same picture on my cards.  My cards 

do not have  the ñDo & Coò mark and are different sizes 

174 mm x 120 mm and 165 x 105 mm. respectively. 

There are a lot of questions we collectors can put 

regarding these cards for example 
 

1) During which period have these cards been used? 

2) Is it the same view only connected on a certain flight 

line? 

3) How many views? How many of each view? 

4) How shall we consider these cards? - as private 

postal cards? 

5) Should these cards be considered as Austrian or 

Czech cards? Are there any with Austrian postmark? 

6) Was the card used on the flight Vienna - Stockholm 

taken back to Breclav for entry into the postal system 

and then returned to Sweden? 

I hope the readers can give some answers of the 

questions. 
[Editor: It would appear that postage was only paid when 

these cards were put into the post in Breclav; therefore as postage 

was not pre-paid, they fall outside the accepted definition of 

óPostal Stationeryô.  However, it would be interesting to hear  

from any member who can provide more information.] 

THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS A FREE LUNCH (Second Course!) 
                         Hans Eriksson 



The Postal Stationery Society Journal.      Volume 22  No. 2                                                                       May 2014 

11 

Amongst the many interesting items on display in the One Sheet Competition was this brochure submitted by George 

King.  As usual, George devised an ingenious way of fitting all of this onto óone sheetô, or at least the area occupied by one 

standard sheet.   

 

 

I have reproduced some of the 

pages from the brochure together with 

extracts of the text.  Do any members 

have other Post Office items promoting 

the use of postal stationery?  If so I 

would be interested to hear from you 

with a view to publishing such 

information in the Journal. 

The Post Office 
brochure for 

stamped to order 
envelopes from 
1993, showing 
various colours, 
together with the 

delivery cardboard 
box. (N.B.  no 

cancellation) and 
the return envelope 

ñLook at the envelope opposite. 
It carries a Postage Paid Symbol. A printed stamp 
We call it a PPS envelope. 
Looks smart doesnôt it. 
Major companies like Tesco and Scottish Equitable think the same. But 
they arenôt just thinking about appearance. 
PPS envelopes offer them greater postal flexibility, convenience and 
cost control companywide. 
Decide for yourself. 
We invite you to take a look at the business benefits of PPS envelopes 
illustrated in this booklet..ò 

ñPPS envelopes help you keep an eye on mailing costs, companywide. 
Thereôs one way to purchase ï centrally. 
You determine the postage quotas in the company by controlling the 
allocation of PPS envelopes to different departments and people. 
Seeing where postal usage is most justified becomes easier. 
Administration is more straightforward.  Petty cash claims for stamps 
become a thing of the past.ò 

Cover of the spiral bound booklet 
containing samples of PPS 

envelopes (to fictitious addresses) 
and the text of pages promoting 

the use of PPS envelopes  

PPS ENVELOPES.  A GOOD DECISION 
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GB POSTAL STATIONERY NEWS         Alan Huggins 

NEW ITEMS REPORTED 
Mail Packs - Post Office Issues Queen Elizabeth II 

An apparently unrecorded feature is that these have óa best 

before dateô printed on the reverse. Dates seen so far are: 

envelope size ʄʄ2 August 1995 (in red) and December 

1996, January 1997 in black; envelope size Mʄ5 October 

1991& June 1992 in black. 
 

Envelopes - Stamped to Order Issues Queen Victoria  

A new compound stamping has been recorded (courtesy 

David Huggins) 

ESC435A 1d pink + 6d purple (undated) + 1s green (9 dots) 

       stamps (11+26+25b)        NR        ****  
 

Telegraph Form - Post Office Isssue Queen Victoria 

George King has reported a variety of the wording on the 

reverse of 6d undated single form TP15ab where the last 

line of paragraph four has the additional text óThe Pass must 

be producedô.  

 

He has also acquired the booklet cover for the 6d Stock 

Exchange form with 5 dot florets ʊʈ40A which has the 

following imprint :- G & S 4995 [9377] 25,000 10/93. 
 

Postcards Post Office Issues - King George V - John 

Foster has reported the existence of a previously 

unrecorded revalued 1½d Post Office postcard ʉʈ83 used 

by the Burgh Engineer's Office in Edinburgh with EH in 

black triangle handstamp. 
 

Postcards - Stamped to Order Issues Queen Elizabeth II - 

A very interesting item appeared recently on ebay where a 

QEII 1½d green size f postcard produced to advise the 

delivery of chicks from a hatchery in Felixstowe had been 

uprated to 2d with a ½d orange KGVI die. This mixed 

reigns combination has been known for NʊS reply paid 

appointment cards (CS 145) but this item used on 1.10.1958 

is the first reported use on a single card (illustration 

courtesy Maurice Buxton) 

 

Wrappers - Stamped to Order Issues Queen Elizabeth II - 

1961 2½d carmine stamp L33 on a reply paid letter sheet 

for Water Engineer's Handbook 

WS52A 2½d + ½d carmine stamps L33 + L33(So)  

courtesy Paul Jones 
 

Registration Envelopes & Special Delivery Envelopes - 

 

Variety of 

TP15ab 

TP15ab 
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Post Office Issues King George VI. 

George King has recently found a previously unknown 

RP51 4½d size H registration envelope with 

óCompensationô on the back - a remarkable discovery 74 

years after issue. (See bottom of p12) 

 

 Queen Elizabeth II - It has recently been brought to 

my notice (courtesy Douglas Muir), that Royal Mail, as 

part of their services to business, had offered óPouch 

ServicesTMô. This special delivery service, which still 

operates, enables organisations who need to send internal 

mail from one branch or office to another to enclose their 

mail in pouches which have postage prepaid up to a 

specified weight, thus avoiding the requirement to pay 

postage for each individual item.  

The weigh steps and the current corresponding 

charges are as follows:  
     
Weight per pouch  Price per pouch ex VAT 

 350g   -  500g   £2.44 

 501g   -  1000g  £2.44 

         1001g   -  2000g  £4.24 

         2001g   -  5000g   £8.34 

         5001g   - 10000g           £14.42 

 

There is also a charge related for the number of 

separate delivery sites involved which ranges from £127 per 

site for up to 50 sites to £21 per site for up to 1001-1500 

sites. 
 

In c2000 the pouches were plastic with an imprinted 

circular (41mm) NVI SD 1 dark blue stamp inscribed 

óROYAL MAILô & óPAID UP TO 500E / 1 KG /2 KGS /5 

KGS / 10 KGsô. Like the stamp the text and Royal Mail 

logo was printed in dark blue  on a pale blue  background 

with a white border.  Of the items seen all except the 500G 

envelope have the strap line óThe Real Networkô underneath 

the cruciform Royal Mail logo. The sizes of the envelopes 

were C4 for 500G, 1 KG & 2 KGS; C3 for 5 KGS and C2 

for 10 KGS. 
 

There were also C4 and C2 size envelopes with 

stamps which did not indicate a specific weight limit and 

which had óAVERAGE WEIGHT CONTRACTô printed 

along the left hand edge of the pale blue background. 

Actual size:  412mm. X 288 mm. 
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BRITISH LEVANT - THE USAGE OF REPLY PAID POSTCARDS  
                      Alan Huggins 

The first reply paid Foreign postcards issued for use 

in Great Britain were available from 1 January 1883. Three 

denominations were produced to match the different rates 

then applicable to postcards sent to particular destinations 

(see Dagnall1 ) for details. Whilst unoverprinted British 

postal stationery postcards are known to have been used 

from 1877 onwards, the earliest use of reply paid postcards 

appears to have been from the mid 1880s as shown by the 

list below. 

Although the postal rates charged by the British Post 

Offices in the Levant followed the same tariff as those in 

Great Britain, the use of reply paid postcards would 

subsequently lead to an anomaly in that from 1899 the reply 

half carried the text:  

óTHIS HALF IS ONLY AVAILABLE FOR 

TRANSMISSION / TO THE UNITED KINGDOMô.  

Thus whilst in general the usage and survival of the reply 

halves of reply paid postcards is markedly lower than of the 

outward halves, it is not entirely surprising that reply halves 

used back to the Levant are extremely rare to say the least. 

However it is clear from surviving examples that 

notwithstanding this apparent constraint on usage, 

unoverprinted and overprinted reply paid postcards were 

accepted for transmission by the British Post Offices in 

Constantinople, Beyrout, Smyrna and Salonica. In the case 

of Stamboul I have not been able to locate any examples but 

it is assumed similar custom and practice would apply. 

Naturally the question arises as to whether some of 

the unoverprinted items recorded were actually available 

from the post offices or were brought or sent out 

independently. In addressing this point it is useful to 

compare the usages of the corresponding single Foreign rate 

postcards from the various post offices and further comment 

will be made later in this article. 

The listing which follows is divided into 

unoverprinted, overprinted and surcharged cards in 

chronological order of usage of each card.  Besides 

specifying the postal stationery card, descriptions include 

the date of use, details of the cancellation applied by the 

originating post office, the destination, and the Huggins & 

Baker2 catalogue number. Provenance in collections and or 

recording is as follows:- AF = Arthur Furst; AKH = Alan 

Huggins; SK = Salih Kuyas; IM = Ian McQueen; RM = 

Richard Malim; AP = Alexios Papadopoulos; TS = Tony 

Stanford. 

 

UNOVERPRINTED REPLY PAID POSTCARDS  
 

Queen Victoria  1883 Issue ʉʈ18 1d + 1d brown, white card size f, perforation 12/2 or 14/3  

1) 23.8.1884: CP18d perforation 14/3; reply half used 

as outward half with 9mm óCô in horizontal barred 

oval Constantinople cds (code C) in red, to Ipswich 

(AP) 

2) 23.3.1892: CP18a perforation 12/2; outward half 

with óCô in vertical barred oval and Constantinople 

(cds code C) to Darnum, Germany (AKH) 

3) 4.10.1895: CP18a perforation 12/2; outward half 

with Smyrna (cds code A) to Leipzig (RM) 

4) 10.10.1898: CP18d perforation 14/3; outward half 

with Constantinople cds (code B?) Neheim am Ruhr, 

Germany (AP) 

 


