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The Postal Stationery Society (Founded 1992)  

For collectors of postal stationery worldwide no matter what their area of interest. 
 

SECRETARY  Colin Baker , 4 Greenhill Gardens, Sutton Veny. WARMINSTER,  Wilts. BA12 7AY 
     Phone:    01985 840033   Email:  pss.secretary@gmail.com 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY   Edward Caesley , Trepheane House, 5 Tenderah Court, Church Hill,  
          Helston, Cornwall TR13 8NP  Email: caesley@btinternet.com 
 

Website:   www.postalstationery.org.uk  

The Postal Stationery Society Journal   EDITOR: John H. Barker  

The Journal is published four times a year and distributed free to members.  Contributions for publication in the Journal should 
be sent to the Editor, John H Barker, 35, Portia Avenue, Shirley, Solihull. B90 2NW.  or via email: 

johnhbarker@btinternet.com  
Articles on any aspect of postal stationery are welcomed.  Items for illustration should be good quality colour scans or 

photocopies or should be sent to the Editor for scanning. 

© Copyright of the contents of the Postal Stationery Society Journal, in any format (printed or electronic) belongs to 
the Postal Stationery Society (U.K.) and the author of the work concerned.  Copyright of some images may belong 

to third parties.  In all instances written consent of the Editor should be obtained before an item is copied for 
publication elsewhere. 

 Society Calendar 2015  

The programme of meetings, etc for 2015 was as given in the 2014 programme booklet issued last November.  
New booklets will be issued with the February 2015 Journal. 

Saturday March 28th 2015 - 10.30am - 4.00pm at the Royal Philatelic Society, London. Neil Sargent will give a 
display óThe Postal Stationery of Turkeyô followed by the óOne Sheetô competition and members displays. 
EUROPHILEX STAMP EXHIBITION LONDON 2015 :  

Wednesday 13th to Saturday 16th May 2015 at the Business Design Centre, Islington, London N1 0QH 
Join us for our meeting on Thursday 14th May  

Auctions  
Could members keep lots coming in for future Society auctions.  If possible put each lot in a plastic 

protector with a brief description and a reserve.  Post to the Auctioneer, Neil Sargent, 24, Wheal Regent 
Park, Carlyon Bay, Cornwall PL25 3SP 

 

Library  
The Society Library holds over 200 items on many areas and aspects of Postal Stationery,  See the 

latest list on the Society Website 
 

Postal Stationery Society Website  
Did you know that there are links to 40 Top Class Postal Stationery Exhibits covering a wide range of 
subjects.  The contents of the Postal Stationery Society Journals for the past 10 years are also listed 

together with articles selected from past issues.  Visit the Societyôs website:- 

www.postalstationery.org.uk  
 

Copies of past issues of the Journal are available from the Editor at £1.75 each plus postage. 

 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2015 ARE NOW DUE 
 

Subscriptions for 2015 are due on 1st January.  If you have not already paid your subs for next year do 

not delay payment; details of how to pay your subscription are to be found on your renewal notice 

enclosed with this copy of the Journal.  Would members please note that these reminders were prepared 

at the beginning of October, so if you have paid your subs since then please ignore the notice. 
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CHAIRMANôS CHAT -  NOVEMBER 2014 

SECRETARYôS NOTES - NOVEMBER 2014 

Societyôs Officers 
You will read in the report on the AGM in this issue of the 

Journal that our current Treasurer, Dr Alan Ginsberg is having to 

retire due to ill health.  I would like to thank him on behalf of the 

Society for the sterling work he has done over the past few years 

and for the manner in which he has served as the Societyôs 

Treasurer, especially in the past few months when his health 

deteriorated. 
 

Unfortunately the Society failed to elect a new Treasurer 

as no volunteers came forward, and it was the same case for the 

post of Deputy Chairman.  However, Iôm very pleased to say that 

having sent emails to all members who had supplied their 

addresses, we had several offers to fill these two posts.  Dr Paul 

Jones has now taken up the position of Society Treasurer and 

Maurice Buxton the position of Deputy Chairman.  I would like 

to thank both of them for stepping into the breach, and all other 

members who responded to my request for offers of help.  It is 

much appreciated. 
However, for the past few years we have been asking for 

volunteers to fill the posts of Assistant Journal Editor, Publicity 

Officer and Programme Secretary, without success.  Not having 

these other posts filled puts extra strain on our officers who 

already work hard for the success of the Society.  So if you can 

help out with any of these roles, please get in touch with the 

Secretary or another committee member to find out more details of 

what would be involved. 

Electronic Membership 

The facility for members to receive the Journal, Auction 

List and other publications and notices by email will be offered 

from the beginning of 2015.  This is to help reduce the cost of 

membership to those living outside the UK and to allow everyone 

Thank you all for electing me Chairman at the recent 

AGM in October. For the benefit of those who donôt know, I 

collect postal stationery newspaper wrapper of the whole world. In 

addition, I am currently in the process of compiling a catalogue of 

newspaper wrappers. The catalogue is very close to completion 

and I am currently tidying up numerous loose ends. 

Itôs now a long established tradition for the Chairman to 

describe an item of interest from his collection so I donôt propose 

to make any change on this front. 

Compiling a catalogue not only requires one to list the 

item but also to put a value on it. For popular items, which are 

often offered for sale, this is not too difficult. When itôs some 

country very low on the popularity rating and the item is scarce 

then it becomes a problem. I was reviewing the Algeria section of 

the catalogue recently and was faced with this dilemma. There are 

just eleven basic different wrappers that were issued. Unused 

copies of all of these are offered for sale regularly. However, for 

used items itôs a completely different story.  Dr John K Courtis has 

only recorded eight used items from Algeria in his archive / 

database of wrappers sold on ebay since September 2003. H&G 

E1 one copy, E3 two copies, E5 two copies, E6 two copies and E7 

one copy. 

Whilst going through this review and checking my 

collection I came across this unusual item of interest (H&G E10, 

which is one of seven Algeria wrappers with a zero sale on ebay in 

over 10 years). This item was posted in Oran, Algeria on 31 Jan 

1942 using a 1939 issue, 0f10 on 20c wrapper, addressed to 

someone serving in the French Army, it attracted postage due in 

Morocco, postmark  MEKNES - VILLE NOUVELLE MAROC 

on 14 Feb 1942. Postage due from any country on wrappers is 

relatively scarce; and this is the only instance I have seen of a 

Morocco postage due on wrapper. Who said newspaper wrappers 

were boring? 

  Jan Kosniowski  
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to build up an electronic library that can be quickly and easily 

searched for information.  More details are given on page 5 of this 

Journal and on the renewal notice that is enclosed if you have not 

already paid your 2015 subs. 

Subscription Renewals 

Subscriptions for 2015 are now due.  If you have received 

a renewal notice with this Journal, please renew your subscription 

as soon as you can.  Donôt wait for a reminder.  Delays and 

reminders puts extra work on our officers and additional costs onto 

the Society. 

March 2015 Meeting 

There will be an additional display at the meeting in March next 

year.  Following Neil Sargentôs display on the postal stationery of 

Turkey, Edward Caesley will show Stamp Dealer Mail to and from 

the UK.  Make sure you book the date (Saturday 28th March 2015) 

in your diaries. 

 

The programme booklet for 2015/16 will be sent out to members 

with the February 2015 Journal. 

Fifteen members attended the Societyôs annual general 

meeting held on Saturday 25th October 2014 at the Royal Philatelic 

Societyôs meeting room in London. 

Apologies for Absence were received from Edward Caesley, 

Charles Elgood, Tony Goldstone and Ravi Makhija . 

Minutes of the AGM October 2013 

These were published in the November 2013 Newsletter 

(accompanying the special issue of the Societyôs Journal) and were 

accepted as a true record of that meeting. 
 

Secretaryôs Notes 

The Secretary told the meeting we did not have a Deputy 

Chairman for the Society and that the Treasurer has indicated that 

he will be giving up the role due to ill health, as soon as someone 

can be found to take over the position.  Neil Sargent said that we 

must have a treasurer otherwise the Society could not exist, and 

asked if anyone present wished to be put forward for either 

position, but there were no volunteers.  [Note.  By the end of the 

day, nobody had come forward offering to fill either post.]  
 

Chairmanôs Report 

Neil Sargent said ñThis is my final report as Chairman as I 

hand over the Chair to Jan today. I am proud to have served a term 

as the Society's chairman and have enjoyed the role tremendously. 

We have had a good year with a superb display in March by 

Alan Huggins of his British Levant stationery which has since 

been successfully dispersed amongst many collectors. Last 

October we had a very successful auction with one of our highest 

totals being achieved. 

Both the Tony Chilton and the one-sheet competitions were 

well supported and hopefully even more members will be 

encouraged to put up displays. 

Our last meeting was at the excellent Swinpex event in June 

- I even managed to turn up on the right weekend this time! 

I would like to thank the sterling efforts put in by other 

officers including Colin as secretary, John as editor of the 

excellent journal and Edward as membership secretary. 

I would also particularly thank Alan Ginsberg as Treasurer 

who has had to put up with my chopping and changing in 

finalising auction accounts. He is retiring from the post due to ill 

health and I am sure we all wish him a speedy recovery. 

I would also thank all members for their support and wish 

Jan as my successor an equally enjoyable time as he becomes 

Chairman.ò 
 

Secretaryôs Report. 

Colin Baker said that last yearôs 21st Anniversary 

celebrations had gone very well.  The meeting with the GBPS was 

well received, as was the excellent special issue of the Journal to 

go with it.  The meal at the Union Jack Club in the evening was 

well supported, rounded off with Alan Huggins being made an 

Honorary Life President. 
 

Treasurerôs Report 
(Read on behalf of Alan Ginsberg) ñThe accounts for the 

year ending 31st August show that the society has ended the year 

with a deficit once again. Based on the numbers, with a total 

Income of £4565.30 and expenses of £ 5483.95, we are running at 

a deficit of £ 918.65 for the year.  It is now higher than the deficit 

from last year which I declared last year was £431.67. 

The Paypal account continues to be used by a limited number of 

our members for payments of subscriptions or auction payments, 

mainly from overseas. It is of greatest benefit to our overseas 

members, as it makes payment from anywhere in the world very 

straightforward. In general the majority of people tend to add 4-

5% of the costs to cover the commission charged by Paypal, but in 

many cases this does not adequately cover those expenses. 

A detailed description of the best way to use Paypal should 

be put onto our website, so that those people who wish to use the 

site can pay the exact amount owing as well as the applicable 

commission charged by Paypal, so that we end up with the correct 

amount for subs or auction payments. By the 31 August 2013, we 

had a credit of £1292.85 in Paypal. 

With the help of Ed Caesley who deals with membership of 

our Society, we have total revenue from membership fees of 

£2391.58 for this year. 

The auction results show that this service to members made 

a profit this year. The October 2013 auction made £938.47 while 

the May 2014 auction made £407.80.  Our postage float for 

Journal postage stands at £2275.25 which indicates that we should 

have enough stamps for coming year. In view of the possible 

changes to be made with the introduction of e-Journals, we should 

be able to get by using less stamps for the distribution of our 

Newsletters. 

As in past years, we are having to resort to taking money 

from our savings in order to keep the bank account balanced. Our 

Committee will be making proposals regarding the annual 

subscription fees for the coming year in an attempt to help balance 

our books. 

 Neil has done a fantastic job in our auction catalogue. 

Members are encouraged to offer their surplus material for auction 

through our Society. 

May I take this opportunity to thank Colin Baker and John 

Barker for their help through the year as well as John Barker and 

Neil Sargent for their efforts in obtaining advertising revenue and 

auction commission.  It is with sincere reluctance that I have to 

advise that I will not be able to continue doing the accounts due to 

ill health. I have asked Colin Baker to try to find someone to take 

over my position as soon as he can.ò 

A copy of the balance sheet was distributed to members 

present.  One question was asked concerning the increase in room 

hire fees for 2013/14 against previous years.  The current year 

included the room hire and dinner at the Union Jack Club in 

November 2013 (but this was largely repaid by members attending 

the dinner) and the payment in full for the meeting room at 

London 2015.       

 

Auctioneerôs Report 

Two auctions as usual were held during the year. The 

October 2013 results were the very best for a long time, amounting 

to over £6,900 the vast majority being GB. The Valentine 

envelopes sold very well, as did the 10 impression QV envelopes. 

A satisfying sale, with 50 buyers and 19 vendors; again a high 

number who introduced variety into the lots.  

AGM REPORT 
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The next sale was held in June this year with a large 

number of lots again but sales at 50% of the October auction, but 

better than the equivalent sale in 2013. Number of non GB lots 

sold picked up marginally but conversion of GB lots was low ð 

potentially due to the more common or modern items that were not 

finding favour. 

All I would ask is that members keep the lots coming in 

and it is very easy to enter lots. Just put them in an envelope to me 

with a brief description and a reserve. Our average is about only 

11/12 vendors out of the whole membership. 

Journal Editorôs report 

John Barker said to the meeting ñThrough the generosity of 

an anonymous donor, I was able to produce a special 44 page issue 

of the Journal to commemorate the 21st anniversary of the Postal 

Stationery Society.  This special edition carried a two page spread 

for each of the 16 displays presented to the joint meeting with the 

Great Britain Philatelic Society at the Royal in November 2013.  I 

am very grateful to all those members who have contributed to the 

Journal throughout the year.  My thanks go to our advertisers who 

help to keep down the cost of publishing; their support is very 

much appreciated. 

As usual, I appeal for more contributions however small.  

Please keep me supplied with items for publication over the 

coming year.ò 

Membership Secretaryôs report 

(Read on behalf of Edward Caesley.)  ñThe Society has 203 

paid up members with 10 members joining this year.  95% of the 

new members have joined using the Societies web-site.  Since this 

means that they have an e-mail address I have been sending all the 

paperwork (5 A4 pages) as e-mail attachments which keep costs to 

a minimum.ò 

Librarianôs report 

(Read on behalf of Chris Howe.)  ñBooks continue to be 

requested by members and I loan about ten each year.  Wherever 

possible I send scans to borrowers by email, CD or hard copy.   I 

am also able to answer some membersô queries through my 

contacts with librarians of other UK specialist societies. 

Donations from members of books or articles are most 

welcome, and perhaps requests from members to acquire specific 

books would also be useful.ò 

Webmasterôs Report 

Jan Kosniowski said ñWhen I first took over the task of 

Webmaster, some 18 months ago, I was anticipating completing 

my catalogue of newspaper wrappers within a matter of months. 

However that has not happened and all my spare time is still being 

devoted to the catalogue and not as much as I would wish on the 

Societyôs website. 

The society website has continued to be updated with the 

contents of the PSS Journal and details of forthcoming meetings. 

The task of adding new pages using articles which appeared in 

past issues of the PSS Journal has slowly continued, a number of 

new pages have been added onto the website 

The website continues to attract a similar number of visitors 

as in previous years. Including visits made by search engines, the 

average has gone up by 40 to about 380 per week. Looking at the 

activities of the search engines it does appear that they account for 

some 90% of the visits. This gives a real figure of about 40 visits 

per week.ò 

Election of Officers and Committee Members 

The following officers were elected unopposed. 

Chairman ï Jan Kosniowski  

Secretary ï Colin Baker 

The following committee members were  

elected unopposed.  John Barker, Neil Sargent, Mike Smith, 

Edward Caesley and Michael Lockton 

Proposed increase in subscriptions 

John Barker reported that due to the British Post Officeôs 

huge increase in postage for packets going to places outside the 

UK, he felt there was no alternative but to increase the 

subscriptions for those members living abroad.  He said it now 

cost £4 per member to send out the Journals and Auction Lists 

each year to those living in the UK, £14 to those living in Europe 

and  £18 or more for the rest of the world.  He proposed the UK 

rate should remain the same at £18, but members living abroad 

should pay an increased fee.  There was a great deal of discussion 

about this and following proposals being tabled and voted upon, it 

was agreed that the fees for overseas members should be as in the 

table below.  A two stage increase was accepted to help members 

living abroad.  However overseas members could elect to receive 

all the Societyôs communications (ie the Journal, notices, 

programme, auction lists etc) via email, paying the same rate as 

now £18. 

Societyôs Programme 

The Secretary said that the programme of meetings, etc for 

2015 was as given in the 2014 programme booklet issued last 

November.  New booklets would be issued with the February 2015 

Journal. 

There was no other business to discuss and the meeting closed at 

approx. 12.15pm 
 

Place of 
residence 

UK Europe 
Rest of 

the World 

Electronic 
copies via 

email 

In 2015 £18 £22 £28 £18 

In 2016 £18 £26 £32 £18 

Society 
Auction 

October 
2011 

May 
2012 

 
October 

2012 
 

May 
2013 

 
October 

2013 
June 
2014 

 

Total Lots 468 479  589  398  639 624  

Lots Sold 308 357 70% 321 55% 260 65%  273  

GB Lots 285 384  416  319   470  

GB Lots 
Sold 

 242 72% 321 75% 216 68%  227 48% 

Non GB Lots 183 90  51  79   154  

Non GB 
Sold 

 25 26% 11 21% 44 62%  46 30% 

Vendors 12 9  14  13  19 12  

Buyers 34 35  42  36  50 38  

Sales £3,669 £4,882  £4,432  £2,751  £6,900 £3,505  

Commission  £440 £601  £561  £288  £867 £418  
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ILLUSTRATED AND ADVERTISING POSTAL STATIONERY in the 
period up to the First World War K.E. VII  -  Envelopes  

The first series of listings, covering QV stationery,  

was initiated by Colin Baker and published in the Postal 

Stationery Society Journal commencing in May 2009 and 

continuing through subsequent issues.   This second series 

will cover KE VII stationery commencing with postal 

stationery envelopes.  For details of the criteria used in 

drawing up the list readers are referred to the initial listing 

of May 2009.  It is hoped that members will search their 

collections and send in details of new items, or add to the 

known details listed in this Journal. 

 

[Editorôs note:- 

Material is listed in alphabetical order by the userôs 

name as printed on the item.  Stamp types are taken from 

the Huggins & Baker catalogue (2007) and are given in 

bold type.  Earliest and latest dates of use are abbreviated  

to óEarliest d/u:ô & óLatest d/u:ô respectively.] 

 
 

ENVELOPES - KING EDWARD VII  

Anglo Swiss Condensed Milk Co, 10 Mark Lane, London 
EC 

STO envelope with vignette of milk maid at left. 
Stamp ½d blue -green type 19  
Earliest d/u:  I January 1903  Latest d/u: 

Anglo -American Oil Co., Ltd. Hull  
STO envelope with vignette of motor car & Prattôs Perfection Spirit 
hording. 
Stamp ½d yellow -green type 19  
Earliest d/u:     Latest d/u: 

 

Barclay & Sons Ltd, 95 Farringdon Street, London EC.  
STO envelope for tea importers, with vignette of a packet of tea in 
green at left. 
Stamp ½d yellow -green type 19  
Earliest d/u:  9 June 1911  Latest d/u: 

Blundell, Spence & Co., Ltd., Hull  
STO envelope with aerial óviewô of their factory in blue at the top left 
Stamp ½d yellow -green type 19  
Earliest d/u:  6 July 1908  Latest d/u:  14 Sept1908 
 
Stamp 1d carmine type 20  
Earliest d/u:  7 August 1911  Latest d/u: 

Carrôs Judy Cakes 
STO envelope with framed text in red at the left. 
Stamp ½d yellow -green type 19  
Earliest d/u:  11 January 1908 Latest d/u:   



The Postal Stationery Society Journal.      Volume 22  No. 4                                                               November 2014 

7 

British Petroleum Company, London E.C.  
STO blue window envelope with return address and óUse ñShellò é 
at top and óBurn ñRoyal Standardò é at bottom.  Text on flaps at the 
back of the envelope. 
Stamp ½d yellow -green type 19  
Earliest d/u: 15 October 1912 Latest d/u: 

Cresswell Brothers & Schmitz, Sponge Importers, 
London W.C.  

STO envelope with ornate heading in red with illuminated letter óCô 
for Cresswell. 
Stamp ½d blue -green type 19  
Earliest d/u:  4 Oct 1904 Latest d/u: 
Similar with heading in green. 
Stamp ½d yellow -green type 19  
Earliest d/u:  5 June 1905 Latest d/u: 

Exeline - J L Thomas & Co, Soap and Candle 
Manufacturers, Exeter  

STO envelope with a mauve vignette - óExeline Sperm Finest Light 
for Drawing & Dining Roomsô 
Stamp 1d carmine type 20  
Earliest d/u:  16 November 1905 Latest d/u: 

James Buchanan & Co. Ltd, The Black Swan Distillery, 
26 Holborn, London EC  

STO envelope with fancy heading and Royal Warrant details at top 
left. 
Stamp 1d carmine type 20  
Earliest d/u:  1 August 1907  Latest d/u: 

James Mills Ltd (Executors of), Bredbury Steel Works & 
Rolling Mills, Near Stockport  

STO envelope with crossed ócotter pinsô trade mark at top left. 
Stamp ½d blue -green type 19  
Earliest d/u:  29 May 1902  Latest d/u: 
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STO envelope with crossed ócotter pinsô trade mark at top 
left.  Drawings and other details of ócotter pinsô available 
from stock on reverse. 
Stamp ½d yellow -green type 19  
Earliest d/u:     Latest d/u: 

John M Newton, 20 -23 Charles Street, Hatton 
Garden, London EC  

STO envelope with a list of manufactured goods. 
Stamp ½d yellow -green type 19  
Earliest d/u: 7 November 1906 Latest d/u: 

John Oakey & Sons, Wellington Mills, London SE.  
STO envelope with list of goods manufactured at top left. 
Stamp ½d blue -green type 19  
Earliest d/u:  1 April 1903  Latest d/u:    5 July 1909  
 
 
 
 
 

STO envelope with large size vignette at top left. 
Stamp 1d carmine type 20  
Earliest d/u:  29 Sept 1906  Latest d/u:27 Sept 1909 

  John Watts, Lambert Works, Sheffield.  
STO envelope with two vignettes of óThe Watts Safety Razorô and 
case on reverse. 
Stamp ½d yellow -green type 19  
Earliest d/u:  13 Dec 1906  Latest d/u: 

Joseph Prime & Sons, Provision Merchants, 
London, England.  

Post Office issue printed paper rate envelope EP40 with flag in red 
at left incorporating the firmôs name and address. 
Stamp ½d blue -green type 19  
Earliest d/u:  1 March 1904  Latest d/u: 


