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Auctions  
 

Could members keep lots coming in for future Society auctions.  If possible put each lot in a plastic 
protector with a brief description and a reserve.  Post to the Auctioneer, Neil Sargent, 24, Wheal Regent 

Park, Carlyon Bay, Cornwall PL25 3SP 
 

Library  
The Society Library holds over 200 items on many areas and aspects of Postal Stationery,  see the 

latest list on the Society Website 
 

Postal Stationery Society Website  
Did you know that there are links to 40 Top Class Postal Stationery Exhibits covering a wide range of 
subjects.  The contents of the Postal Stationery Society Journals for the past 10 years are also listed 
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Postal Stationery Society Journal Index  
Members wishing to locate articles in past issues of the Journal will find these on the RPSL web site: 

http://www.rpsl.org.uk/home.asp    Click on the tab 'Catalogue',  in the left box enter 'Postal Stationery Society 
Journal' as a search term; in the middle box select 'Cumulative Indexes' and in the right box click on ósearchô.  In 
the new window click on the word óIndexesô on the blue bar.  In the next window click óClick here to show articlesô. 

The contents of all PSS Journals up to 2009 should appear! 
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Past issues of the Journal are available from the Editor: See page 23 for details  

Saturday March 12 th 2016 Keith Hanman - Bahamas.  
Society's One Sheet Competition, Members 
Displays at the RPSL, 41 Devonshire Place, 
London, 10.30 am. 4.00 pm.   

 

Saturday 11 th June 2016 Swinpex, Members 
Displays.  St Josephôs Lower School, Octal 

Way, Swindon SN3 2LR, 2-4.00pm.     
 

Saturday October 22 nd 2016 Society's AGM, Tony 
Chilton Competition & Auction  at the RPSL, 41 
Devonshire Place, London, 10.30 am. 4.00 pm.  

Full details can be found in the programme card 
enclosed with the November issue of the Journal. 
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Recent Articles from the Philatelic Press 

Gibbons Stamp Monthly  (December 2015) 

ñPostal Stationery Mattersò Peter van Gelder 

Gibbons Stamp Monthly  (February 2016) 

ñIllustrated Stationery Used by British Victorian Stamp 

Dealersò Edward Caesley 
 

Postal Stationery Collector February 2016  (Australia) 

ñThe Postal Records on Aerogrammesò Ed Wolf 

ñEarliest Recorded Date for the 2d Embossed Envelopeò 

Malcolm Groom 

ñGuide Marks on Queensland Newspaper Wrappers (Part 

2)ò 

Jan Kosniowski 

ñPost Office Wrappers of the Kingdom of W¿rttembergò 

John Courtis 
 

Postal Stationery Notes [BNAPS] November 2015 

(Canada) 

ñPostal Stationery for Meteorological Reports. - The post 

cards. 

Part 1: The Victorian and Edwardian Cardsò 

ñHidden Numbers-Some Further Thoughtsò 

ñA Rare Letter Card - Non-Philatelic Use of Webbôs L9eò 

ñHaunted Canada - yet five more cardsò 
 

LôEntier Postal October 2015 (France) 

Special 100th Issue - 100 pages! 

ñLôEurope des Entiers Postaux - Visite dans les Petits £tatsò 

- Jacques Hontebeyrie 

ñLa óLettre Parisienne - Monopole Officeô Un Bel Entier de 

R®veillonò - J.P. Somoneau 

ñLes Premi¯r £missions dôentiers du Service Pneumatique 

de Paris:  Informations Donn®es par lôAnnuaire Statistique 

de La France - H. Barbelin 

ñTrois Entriers non £mis de la Posta Pneumatique de Paris 

(1917 - 1920)ò - H. Barbelin 

ñLe Num®rotage des Courriers de la Poste Pneumatique de 

Paris (1879 - 1901) - H. Barbelin 

ñEntiers Austrichiens Transportes par les Premieres Fusees 

Postalesò - Yves Monier 
 

Ganzsachensammler December 2015 (Switzerland) 

ñPerfins auf Ganzsachen oder Amtliche Durchlochung?ò - 

Dr Ernst Schunegger 

ñDie Originalfotos der Bildpostkarten mit Postauto (Part 1)ò 

- Anton Ruesch 

Important note regarding ñHugginsò catalogue 

numbers. 

John Gledhill writes:  

ñIn several places in Huggins & Baker ñCollect 

British Postal Stationeryò attention is drawn to the fact that 

some catalogue ˉs have been changed since Huggins 

(1970), typically to (as they explain) to reflect newer 

knowledge or to make numbering prefixes consistent. The 

reason for mentioning it here arises from a recent 

unfortunate experience, arising from the habit of some 

dealers and auction houses referring to ñHuggins ˉsò 

without specifying which book they are using, and 

sometimes they mean the 1970 ˉs and sometimes the 2007 

ˉs. This means that the descriptions can be inaccurate, 

referring to the wrong item or variant (eg flap shape), which 

can cause purchasers to acquire the wrong item if no image 

is available. It is not good practice to refer to ˉs from 

Huggins & Baker 2007 as ñHuggins ˉsò where the 

numbers differ, but it does happen and members need to 

beware of it, as I know to my costé Caveat emptor! 

 

Question 
Edy Pockele writes: 

ñGoing through my boxes of GB postal stationery I came 

across this little envelope. (see scan) 

As you can see this item was sent to South Africa to a 

member of the armed forces and forwarded in Natal. 

Can anyone shed some light into this campaign and 

eventually find out more of the story behind this expedition 

by GB forces. I do not have the postal history publications 

by Proud that might shed some light into my darkness.ò 

NOTES FROM THE EDITORôS DESK 

 

Philatelic Congress of 

Great Britain Study 

Group  

 
A new study group - the Philatelic Congress of Great 

Britain Study Group - to be known as the ñPCGB Study 

Groupò has recently been launched. 

 The primary aim of the Study Group is to study, 

promote and encourage the collecting of all material 

concerning the Philatelic Congress of Great Britain from the 

first congress of 1909 in Manchester right up to the present 

day.   

The first meeting of the Study Group was held on 24 

October 2015 in Birmingham where former ABPS General 

Secretary and Congress Secretary Colin Searle was elected 

Chairman. Future meetings of the Study Group will be held 

around the country.  

For more information go to  

https://sites.google.com/site/pcgbstudygroup/home 

or contact the Study Group secretary, Steven Harrison at 

sharrison500@btinternet.com    
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CHAIRMANôS CHAT -  FEBRUARY 2016 

SECRETARYôS NOTES - FEBRUARY 2016 

Postal stationery cut-outs from GB are relatively common. 

Whereas cut-outs from other countries are very much less 

common. Cut-outs used on postal stationery newspaper wrappers 

are not often encountered. Over the last fifteen years I have only 

seen perhaps no more than fifteen and managed to acquire only 

seven. The three best looking ones of these have been selected to 

illustrate in this issue of the journal. 

The first wrapper is from Egypt. This design of wrapper 

was first issued in 1914 and depicts Cleopatra. The cut out is from 

an identical wrapper. The item was commercially used in 1922 

from Alexandria to Mannheim in Germany. Itôs the only item that 

I have ever seen from Egypt with a cut-out. 

The second item is from Denmark. It is an 1884 issue 5 ore 

green with large 5 in the corners. The cut-out is from an identical 

wrapper, to makeup the 10 ore foreign rate. This wrapper was used 

commercially in 1899 from Ribe to London. 

Finally the third item is from South Australia. This 

wrapper is an 1885 issue 1d violet with a cut-out from an identical 

wrapper. Not a very clear postmark, but appears to be used in 1897 

from Moonta to London. Moonta at the time had the richest copper 

mine in Australia and a population of some 30,000. Today the 

population is just over 3,000. 

South Australia did permit postal stationery cut-outs. I 

have not been able to learn whether either Egypt or Denmark 

permitted cut-outs to be used for postage. The few Denmark cut-

outs that I have seen were all delivered without being taxed 

postage due. If anyone has more information I would be very 

interested to find out. 

Members' Email Addresses 
At the end of last year a number of PSS members asked to 

buy a copy of the new book, The Mulready Stationery by Alan 

Huggins and Alan Holyoake and they paid for it, including 

postage. The printing and binding of this was delayed by a few 

weeks and I wanted to let them know of the delay. But I only had 

about half the email addresses on record and so I could not contact 

some members. 

The moral of this story is to let the Membership Secretary 

know your email address. Just send him an email and he will do 

the rest. It's easy, his address is  

caesley@btinternet.com. 

Even if you think the Society holds your email address, 

send it again just to make sure. We promise not to flood you with 

emails and we will not pass your address onto any other party. But 

it will make our life much easier and will help to keep you 

informed of what is going on. 

 

The New Mulready Book 
If you have not already purchased a copy of this 

important work and would like a copy, please get in touch 

with the Secretary. See also the advertisement on page 21. 

 

Spring Meeting 
Finally, donôt forget the Society's Spring Meeting in 

London when Keith Hanman will show his gold winning display 

of the Bahamas. It's also time for the One Sheet Competition 

again, and for all members to display a part of their collection in 

the afternoon. Please bring something along, you never know what 

you might learn. 

 Jan KoŜniowski 
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Many European countries issued postage stamps 

with premiums for various charities in the years leading up 

to the first world war, however Germany was not amongst 

these.  The first German óCharityô postage stamp was not 

issued until after the war on 1st May 1919.  Charitable 

organisations in many countries also issued postcards with a 

premium for charity, in this case Germany was in the lead.  

Postcards with a premium going to charity were common 

place in the years leading up to the war.  With the advent of 

the first world war fundraising in Germany,  in particular 

for the Red Cross, became  paramount.  Postcards were one 

source of revenue. 

The origins of the Red Cross in Germany lay in the 

many charitable organisations which were set up in the 

latter half of the nineteenth century under the patronage of 

the wives of merchants and nobility.  These organisations 

arose independently of one another in the different States 

including Baden, Oldenburg, Saxony and Württemberg.  
Initially they catered for the welfare of wounded soldiers 

but later extended their care to civilians.   

From these organisations the first German chapter of 

the International Red Cross was founded in 1863 and 

instituted in 1864 by Dr. Aaron Silverman of the Charité 

Hospital of Berlin.  From December 1879 the name was 

changed to ñCentral Committee of German Associations of 

the Red Crossò and had its headquarters in Berlin.  The 

Chairman of the Central Committee during the First World 

War was General Kurt W. Pfuel.   

In 1914, soon after the start of the war, a postal card 

with an imprinted 5pf. Germania stamp for the inland 

postcard rate was issued with the heading óGerman War 

Card 1914ô and óOn the Order of His Majesty the Kaiser - 

for the Benefit of the Red Crossô incorporating a red cross.  

On the reverse side was a photograph of the Kaiser in 

uniform with the facsimile message óI know no parties 

anymore, I only know Germansô  óWilhelm II / Coblenz 

26th August 1914ô.   The inscription at the bottom left of 

the side of the card with the stamp comes in two lengths: 

long (45 mm.) [Fig. 1] and short (36 mm.) [Fig. 2] . The 

photograph on the other side comes either with [Fig. 3] or 

without [Fig. 4]  the photographerôs name (E. Bieber. 

Berlin) at the lower right.  All four combinations of these 

variations occur.  These cards sold for 15pf. 

As with many postal stationery cards which have a 

picture on the back, the same picture may be found on post 

cards without imprinted stamps.  In this case one such card 

has a  dotted rectangular box for a stamp in which is 

inscribed ó Post free, when used as a field post cardô [Fig. 
5].  A later version has ó1914ô removed from the heading 
and is without a stamp box [Fig. 6]   . 

WWI GERMAN STATIONERY WITH A DONATION FOR THE RED 
CROSS.  Part 1             John Barker 

[Fig. 1]  [Fig. 5]  

[Fig. 2]  [Fig. 6]  
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The Mulready Postal Stationery - 
Its Genesis, Production and Usage  
by Alan Huggins and Alan Holyoake  

 
This new book on the Mulready Postal Stationery by Alan Huggins and 

Alan Holyoake is published jointly by the Great Britain Philatelic Society 

and the Postal Stationery Society. 

 

This publication makes a major addition to the literature on this subject, is 

fully illustrated in colour, and provides not only a comprehensive source 

of reference, but brings together in one place images of many of the iconic 

items, demonstrating their involvement in the initiation of the reforms of 

the postal system. 

 

Approximately 216 pages it comprises an overview of the origins of pre-

stamped stationery, the proposals made during the period of postal reform, 

and the subsequent production, issue and usage of the Mulready letter 

sheets and envelopes. This is followed by an eight frame international 

award winning study entitled 'The Introduction and Usage of the Mulready 

Postal Stationery, which demonstrates how the story of this postal 

historically important area can be presented as an exhibit.  

 

BOOK REVIEW: The Mulready Postal Stationery, Its Genesis, Production and Usage.  

           A. Huggins & A. Holyoake  (GBPS and PSS) 2015 . 
 

This new lavish production is only the second book to be published solely on the Mulready since its inception 175 years 

ago. The forerunner ñThe Mulready Envelope and its Caricaturesò by Major E. Evans (SG) 1891 (Republished 1970.) gave a 

brief  introduction of the publication of the Mulready with details of contemporary press reports and public comments. 

However more than 50% of the publication deals with the caricatures. This new publication treats the Mulready in the context 

of a Postal Stationery item and ignores the subsequent imitations and caricatures. 

Section 1, written by Alan Huggins, details the Genesis and production of Mulready Postal Stationery with many 

illustrations of the forerunners. As far as the reviewer is concerned, many of the illustrations from the Cole Papers at the 

Victoria and Albert Museum have never been seen in philatelic literature previously. The story is told succinctly with full 

details of the latest research, even referencing the just published transcription of the 1840 Diary of Edwin Hill. This includes 

full details of the latest research on the Stereos in each Forme. The use of Dickinsonôs silk tread paper in the forerunners and 

Mulready stationery is fully detailed. 

Section 2, written by Alan Holyoake, takes us Frame by Frame through his Grand Prix winning entry of ñThe 

Introduction and Usage of Mulready Postal Stationery. It is the finest collection of Mulready Stationery ever assembled outside 

the Royal Collection, and the illustration of individual items is a joy to behold. The story it tells illustrates that told in Section 1 

with many unique and important GB Postal History pieces. We are shown early usages (pre 6 May 1840), envelopes and 

lettersheets with 1d. blacks and 2d. blues (many of which that have graced collections formed by all the most important GB 

collectors in past generations) and coloured and distinctive Maltese Crosses. The final Frame concludes with fine illustrations 

of printed advertisements and Notices. 

For the student of Postal History, this book is an excellent introduction to its study. The illustrations are second to none, 

showing the Mulready and its forerunners at their best. A book that should grace every philatelistôs bookshelf (and ñcoffee 

tableò).  A quality production not to be missed.  

Michael Lockton 
 

The above book is available from the Secretary of the Postal Stationery 
Society at £40 / $60,  plus postage and packing.   

 
Any member wishing to purchase a copy of this book should contact the Secretary for details of 

postage and packing costs and method of payment. 
(Contact details on page 2 of this Journal) 
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Large size envelope magenta 
& indigo blue to Germany 

dated 1st July 1984 uprated 
by various stamps totally 150 
lira cancelled Havaalani with 

hand written registration 
number. Shown below is the 

receipt  this time on light pink 
paper with postage noted at 

220 lira, so overpaid by 5 lira.  

Final envelopes shown are large size again. The top one is ma-
genta & indigo blue but is overprinted SERVIS and sent by PTT in 
Mardin to PTT in Ankara in 1985. The lower one is orange & brown 
sent from Manyas to Germany uprated 1,400 lira in 1988 with label 

with printed number and handstamped Manyas.  
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óCharity Stampô labels inscribed óKreuz Pfennigô were 

also issued for sticking on cards and envelopes.  These came in a 

number of denominations but did not have any postal validity and 

should not have been cancelled as in [Fig. 7] . 
A rectangular 2½ kreuzpfennig imprint appears on the 7½ and the 

10 pfennig postal cards of 1916 [Fig. 8] .  These may have a 

rectangular box at the top left with an inscription in black 

indicating that these cards could be obtained from the Central 

Committee of the Red Cross in Berlin and Karlsbad [Fig. 9]  or 

with further details of the Giro number and phone number of the 

Berlin office [Fig. 10] . 

[Fig. 3]  [Fig. 4]  

[Fig. 7]  

[Fig. 9]  

[Fig. 8]  

[Fig. 10]  


