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The Journal is published four times a year and distributed free to members.  Contributions for publication in the Journal should 
be sent to the Editor, John H Barker, 35, Portia Avenue, Shirley, Solihull. B90 2NW.  or via email: 

johnhbarker@btinternet.com  
Articles on any aspect of postal stationery are welcomed.  Items for illustration should be good quality colour scans 

or photocopies or should be sent to the Editor for scanning. 
© Copyright of the contents of the Postal Stationery Society Journal, in any format (printed or electronic) belongs to 
the Postal Stationery Society (U.K.) and the author of the work concerned.  Copyright of some images may belong 
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 Society Calendar  

Auctions  

Could members keep lots coming in for future Society auctions.  If possible put each lot in a plastic protector with a brief 
description and a reserve.  Post to the Auctioneer, Neil Sargent, 24, Wheal Regent Park, Carlyon Bay, Cornwall PL25 3SP 

 

Postal Stationery Society Website  
Did you know that there are links to 40 Top Class Postal Stationery Exhibits covering a wide range of subjects.  The contents of 
the Postal Stationery Society Journals for the past 10 years are also listed together with articles selected from past issues.  Visit 

the Societyôs website:- 

www.postalstationery.org.uk  

Saturday 10 th June 2017  Swinpex,  St Josephôs 
Lower School, Octal Way, Swindon SN3 2LR, 2.00pm 
to 4.00pm.    Swinpex will be open from 10.00 am to 
4.30 pm. Members are invited to give displays. 
Saturday 8 th  July 2017 Midpex  at the Warwickshire 
Exhibition Centre, The Fosse, Fosse Way, 
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire CV31 1XN. No formal 
meeting, but the society will have a table to encourage 
collectors to join the society.   

Saturday October 28 th 2017 at the RPSL, 41 
Devonshire Place, London.  11.00am A.G.M. followed 
by the Tony Chilton Competition. Lunch will be taken 
in a nearby restaurant. All members are invited to join 
in and the cost should be about £17 each, including 
wine.  2.00pm The Societyôs óliveô auction. 
 
For full details see the programme card distributed 

with the November issue of the Journal  

Congratulations to Alan Holyoake on his election as signatory to the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists at the 
annual Board of Election meeting on 23rd March 2017. 

 
Alan lives in Buckinghamshire and has collected the classic stamps and the postal history 
of Great Britain for many years. His published works include The World's First Postage 
Stamp, Secured Delivery Leading to the Introduction of Registered Mail 1450-1862, and 
recently he has co-authored The Mulready Postal Stationery. Added to these he has 
written a large amount of articles. 
He has researched and formed extensive collections on all the above subjects and has 
exhibited them widely for the study and enjoyment of his fellow philatelists. He obtained 
the Grand Prix London 2010, and high awards in Traditional, Postal History, Postal 
Stationery, Literature and Single Frame exhibits and he works hard to promote philately in 
all the ways he can both in Great Britain as well as overseas. He is a most generous 
supporter of the hobby. 

ROLL OF DISTINGUISHED PHILATELISTS - ALAN HOLYOAKE  

mailto:gbpopos@gmail.com
mailto:johnhbarker@btinternet.com
http://www.postalstationery.org.uk
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CHAIRMANôS CHAT -  MAY 2017 

For your regularly-scheduled chairmanly waffle this 

time, I thought Iôd look at one of the ñvillainsò of philately. 

Nicholas Seebeck was a stamp dealer in New York 

from the 1870s onwards, with an office on Wall Street (not 

then dominated by the financial district). His business 
envelopes had advertising rings (or ñcollarsò in US 

philatelic parlance) e.g. Fig. 1, in red on a 1874-86 1c blue 

on orange envelope. 

In the 1890s he produced adhesive stamps and postal 

stationery for several Latin American countries, under 

unusual contract terms: stamps would be supplied for free if 

demonetised at the end of the year, with remainders 

returned to Seebeck, who would have the right to make 
reprints. The resulting vast production aimed at collectors 

(much in excess of postal needs) earned condemnation, 

making the name ñSeebeckò a philatelic byword at the time. 

 

For example, between 1890-99 Seebeck produced 

for Nicaragua 128 regular stamps, 139 officials, 41 postage 

dues, 66 telegraphs, 41 envelopes, 26 wrappers, and 40 
postcards! The designs included the year of issue, and were 

used for both adhesives and postal stationery. Naturally, 

properly used examples can be hard to find: Fig. 2 has the 

Nicaragua 1893 5c stamp on a 5c envelope, apparently a 

genuine postal use to France. Seebeck did at least create 

some very attractive items ï for example postcards such as 

Fig. 3 for El Salvador, printed in two colours on tinted card 

with an elaborate background design. 

 

Large quantities of Seebeck productions were 

available in the trade in the early 20th century, used for 

packet fillers, free gifts, or other purposes requiring cheap 

items in bulk. Fig. 4 has a ñcorner cardò of J.E.Handshaw, a 

dealer who specialised in remainders, printed on a 1897 10c 

envelope of Nicaragua; it states breezily that these are ñJust 

the thing for advertising purposes or collectionsò. 

Scandalous issues have a way of seeming less so 

with time, and although the Seebecks badly affected the 

ñphilatelic pedigreeò of the countries involved for years, 

they have become almost respectable with age, especially 

postally used! 
 

Maurice Buxton 

Fig.  3 

Fig.  4 

Fig.  2 

Fig.  1 
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Minutes of PSS Meeting Saturday 1st April 2017 
 

Attendance: 12 members and 2 guests 
Apologies: Edward Caesley and David Huggins 

Business:  Maurice Buxton passed on the sad news to 

members that Prof Iain Stevenson had been killed in a road 

traffic accident - members stood in a minutes silence in his 

memory. He also advised that Secretary Colin Baker has 

been taken seriously ill and no longer able to undertake the 

role. Neil Sargent has taken over the role of secretary. 

Members best wishes for improvement in his health were 

passed on. 

 

The main display for the morning was: 

The Postal Stationery of East Africa  
by Colin Baker.  

 

Mike Smith kindly put up Colinôs display and gave a brief 

introduction to it. This was then viewed by everyone with 

several scarce and rare items noted throughout the 

collection.  A summary of Colinôs Display is given below: 

 

Frame 1/2  
 By the mid 1880s, Germany had occupied the 

Southern part of East Africa. The first two frames illustrated 

the use of German postal cards in this area prior to the issue 

of German cards overprinted óDeutsch-Ostafricaô in 1893.  

At the turn of the Century, adhesive stamps and stationery 

were printed for the German Colonies with a picture of the 

Kaiserôs yacht. The display showed examples of both local 

and foreign use of these cards as well as reply paid cards.  

Of special interest were the not often seen STO óGruss ausô 

cards issued in 1898 with coloured pictures of Bagamoyo, 

Tanga, Kilwa and Daressalam (illustrated below).  

 

When the British first occupied the former German 

territories in 1917, the German issues were overprinted 

óG.E.A.ô 

 The Northern part of East Africa consisted of 

óUgandaô and óBritish East Africaô. From 1891 postal 
stationery, comprising of registration envelopes, envelopes 

and postal cards was issued by the Imperial British East 

Africa Company, and inscribed as such, for use in the 

British areas. 

 

Frame 3/4 

 In 1895 when the British government took over from 

the IBEAC, The former issues were overprinted óBritish 

East Africaô  pending the arrival in the following year of 

óBritish East Africa Protectorateô stationery from De La 

Rue in London. This stationery bore the Queenôs head and 

the same indicium was used on all of the stationery: postal 
cards, registration envelopes and wrappers.  In 1902, some 

of this stationery was overprinted óUgandaô.  In 1904 the 

two areas were united and KE VII stationery was issued 

inscribed óEast Africa and Uganda protectorateô.  Colinôs 

display included a number of cards, envelopes and 

registered envelopes used during this period.  One particular 

item of note was the óOne Rupeeô East Africa and Uganda 

Telegraphs form illustrated on the opposite page. 

  When British forces moved into German East 

Africa, in the area later to become known as Tanganyika the 

postal administration was kept separate from that of the 
neighbouring areas and used stationery of óEast Africa and 

Uganda Protectorateô overprinted óG.E.A.ô (Rather than 

overprinting the German stationery) 

 

Frame 5/6 

 In 1920 British East Africa became a Crown Colony 

and changed its name to Kenya. In 1923/4 postal cards, 

postal  stat ionery 

e n v e l o p e s  a n d 

registration envelopes 

inscribed Kenya and 

Uganda were issued in 
the new currency 

100cents = 1 shilling. 

Th e r egis tr at ion 

envelopes make an 

interesting study, until 

1913, all registration 

envelopes sold in 

British East Africa 

paid only the basic 

registration fee, the 

postage having to be 
paid by the addition of 

adhesive stamps. From 

1913, the start of the 

KGV issues, both the 

registration fee and the 

basic postage were 

included. However, 

th e  r eg i s t r a t i on 

SECRETARYôS NOTES - MAY 2017 
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envelopes still had a stamp box adjacent to the indicium 

stating óThe Stamps to pay the Postage Must be Placed 

Hereô despite the indicium stating óPostage and 

Registrationô. 

 In 1935 postal stationery valid in all three countries 

was issued inscribed with the three countries names: Kenya, 

Uganda, Tanganyika; by modifying the existing designs. 

With the issue of the KG VI registration envelopes, once 

again the printed stamp only paid for the registration fee. 

 

Frame 7/8 

 These frames showed examples of KG VI & QE II 
stationery including postal cards, registration envelopes and 

the first air letter issued in 1956 with the well known 

óGiraffeô design which appeared on the adhesive stamps of 

that period.  However, prior to this, a special air mail letter 

card inscribe Kenya and Uganda with a 25c stamp had been 

issued in 1943. This was printed in South Africa and had 

more of a square shape when opened out. 

 

Frame 9/10 

 Tanganyika, Uganda and Kenya gained 

independence in the early 60s with Tanganyika and 

Zanzibar forming a union on 24th April 1964 to create a new 

state Tanzania.  Many interesting items were produced by 

these newly independent states including greetings 

lettercards and School Post. 

Colinôs display covered not only a complex period of 

history, but illustrated the problems and solutions to coping 

with the provision of postal stationery in a changing 

political and economic environment to meet  needs, both 

real and perceived. 
 

Having seen Colinôs display I have now re-read, with 
renewed interest, the series of articles óThe Postal 

Stationery of East Africaô which Colin  wrote in the Postal 

Stationery Society Journals.  (Nos 66 - 71 May 2013 - 

August 2014.  Back copies of these are available for any 

member who does not have them.  For details please see the 

note on P23).   

One Sheet Competition: 
Colinôs Display was then followed by the One Sheet 

Competition. There were a healthy 15 entries into the 
competition comprising: 
 

GB STO Re-United Envelope KGVI 
GB STO Re-United Envelopes KGV/KGVI 

Postal Stationery of the Congress Postal Service of India 

Penny Pink Errors 

GB KEVII 1903 Madagascar Archive 

GB QE11 New Discovered Postcard 

GB QE11 New Discovered 1st Class STO Envelope 

GB QV ½d Vermillion Advertising Envelope 

COGH 1d Rate Lettercard 

COGH/S Africa used in GB p/c 

Republic of Congo 1960s 4f Aerogrammes 

Kingdom of Prussia PS for former Thurn & Taxis 

Guatemala 12c Express Lettercard 

GB QV p/card Redirected in France 
KEVII Dividend Statement 1907 

Members present voted for the top three with the result 

being: 

Winner: 

   Sandeep Jaiswal with Congress Stationery of India 

Second: George King with QV ½d Vermillion Advertising 

    envelope 

Third     Hans Smith with Prussia PS for Thurn and Taxis 
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After the presentation, members retired for luncheon. 

The afternoon session comprised displays put up by 

individual members. 
 

George King displayed one frame of QV 1d advertising 

lettersheets/envelopes with examples from The Advertising 

Stamp Envelope Co; Foulton & Co London and the ½d 

Letter Post Co. 

George followed this with a further 2½ half frames of new 

PO Instruction sheets and information pages on the ordering 

of sto material. Mainly from the 1960s these gave a 

fascinating insight into the ordering process and the rules 
governing sto material including prices, numbers, colour 

and size of card etc. 
 

Peter OôKeeffe displayed 1½ frames of uprated postal 

stationery including QV, KEVII & KGV, including mixed 

reign items, uprates with adhesives, sto compounds 
 

Peter Robinson displayed 2 frames of modern Estonia 
postal stationery comprising mint and used examples from 

1990 on to 2006. Colourful display and noted that many 

items had very low print runs. 
 

John Barker displayed 2 frames of German inflation used 

stationery from Period 7 (1st Jan 1922) to Period 15 (21st 

August 1923). This covered the period when inflation took 

hold and rates changed regularly needing continual addition 

of extra stamps to base stationery. 
 

Mike Smith displayed 1 fame of fascinating incoming mail 

to the Orange Free State including mail from Germany, 

USA, UK, Natal and Madagascar cards sent via OFS to 

Holland. 
 

Alan Huggins displayed 2½ frames on Victorian adverting 
lettersheets/envelopes used to subsidise postage from 1874 

to 1893. The display included unique items with two having 

hand coloured centre panels. The items showed a wide 

range of plain and illustrated adverts. 
 

Neil Sargent displayed 3 frames of postal stationery of 

Gold Coast comprising a wide range of mint and used 

registered envelopes and the stamped envelopes of QV, 

KEVII and KGV 
 

Maurice Buxton displayed 4 frames on a thematic basis of 

Aerogrammes from Around World each having the 

countryôs national colours printed on the aerogramme. 

Many were privately produced items although did include 

some Post office issues. A refreshing approach to displaying 

postal stationery with an imaginative theme. 

Neil Sargent (on the left) receives the óOne Sheet Trophyô from the Chairman  
Maurice Buxton on behalf of Sandeep Jaiswal   
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One Sheet Competition Winning Entry: Sandeep Jaiswal  ñCongress Stationery of Indiaò 


