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Society Calendar

Saturday October 6th 2018 at the RPSL, 41
Devonshire Place, London W1G 6JY.
10.30am Viewing of the society's auction lots for the

Saturday April 7th 2018 at the RPSL, 41 Devonshire
Place, London W1G 6JY.

11.00am Chris Howe will give a display of the Postal
Stationery of Belgium . This display will be followed
by the Societybds 060ne
Lunch will be taken in a nearby restaurant. All
members are invited to join in and the cost should be
about £17 each, including wine.

The session after |l unch
The meeting is expected to close by about 4.00pm.

Saturday 9th June 2018
Di spl ays. St
Swindon SN3 2LR, 2-4.00pm

Swinpex, Members
Josephos

Sheet

wi |

auction to be held in the afternoon.

11,00 am Societyds Annual

(12.06 9'5ﬂ9 EHiitbnt cbn?p@tition judging, followed by

the presentation of the Tony Chilton salver.

12.30 pm Lunch in a nearby restaurant. All members

Ere i%vited to join in and thebcost shaquld lgje. about £17

achPifclu inB\X/ine.me mberso lsp

2.00 pm The

by Neil Sargent.

L o wlhe meeging fis @pgcted toglese ky [aboupd00 pm
For full details see the programme card distributed

societyds Al

with this issue of the Journal

Auctions

Could members keep lots coming in for future Society auctions. If possible put each lot in a plastic
protector with a brief description and a reserve. Post to the Auctioneer, Neil Sargent, 24, Wheal Regent
Park, Carlyon Bay, Cornwall PL25 3SP

The Society Library
holds over 200 items on many areas and aspects of Postal Stationery, see the latest list on the Society
Website

Postal Stationery Society Website
Did you know that there are links to 40 Top Class Postal Stationery Exhibits covering a wide range of
subjects. The contents of the Postal Stationery Society Journals for the past 10 years are also listed
together with articles selected from pasH

www.postalstationery.orqg.uk

Gen

Fays.
i veo


mailto:gbpopos@gmail.com
mailto:johnhbarker@btinternet.com
http://www.postalstationery.org.uk

The Postal Stationery Society Journal. ~ Volume 25 No. 4 November 2017

CHAI RMANO S- NOMEEMBER 2017

. . né officials set forth th
You may remember that the February issue included speculators and merchants shall not make the issue rare or
a somewhat leffield request from me for a used example scarce, 6 they would supply
of the 1894 San Marino 5 lire envelope shown here (Simon - o 4 ’e first national phila
Burk? dhrﬂ;penﬁd to halvekonefin r?tock and a dea(!I Was o derin g a hundred dollarsbo
concluded). Why was | looking for this, you may wonder? : P .
Well, when | read the following, | realised | had stumbled posted In & special fivére envelope of WhICh only 2,000

acr IO ss a Inl it em ! ) really sho U? d(AI\}lnr Iﬁl'arIoBvc’PaﬁerI é‘hgs:elnlgT?ler An@#tlesncﬁ hi
Mailo co ection: Stamp Collecting1940Q

(=

G- =g

Ités a handsome item, wi t h
design on the back constituting the stamp. Italian catalogues
added the information that it was issued for the inauguration of
the new Government Palace and used to send out the adhesive
stamps and postcard issued on the same occasion, that the
minimum order was L500, and they describe the 200x115mm
s t a mystill the biggest ever printed in the wodld I cert
canot ar g U ean anydnd thirtk lofaat larger one? It
apparently caused some probl er
address side and the gold pri
vi sible, it wasastampt cl ear that

This envelope, sent to Whitfield King in the UK,
fortunately avoided that fate. However, it does present a couple
of problems of its own. The catalogues give an issue date’of 21
October, but the despatch postmark here is clearly tHedhe
to check. The other is probably unresolvable; while the stamp
side is much the more striking, the address side is clearly the

more significant for my topic!

Maurice Buxton
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SECRETARYOS - NO/EEMEER 2017

Minutes of the Meeting & AGM of the Postal
Stationery Society 28 October 2017
Held at the Royal Philatelic Society,
Devonshire Place, London W1G 6JY

41

Meeting was opened by the Chairman and members
stood in a minutes silence in memoryGilin Baker.
Auction lots were set out for early viewing.

Apologies: Edward Caesley, Nick Harrison, Donald
Fraser, Peter Wright. Members were advised th@yril
Saundershad recently passed away

Present: 16 members and 1 new potential member.

Annual General Meeting
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the AGM and
Auction.

Officers Reports:

Chairman: Maurice Buxton considered that we had had a
good year and thanked people for their support. He
commented how sad it was that we had lost prominent
members recently. He advised th&eorge King had
recently complete a compilation of GB Reply Coupons and
members could download a copy of this excellent detailed
work from the website of the GBRSonly 180 pages.
Secretary: Neil Sargent as Temporary Secretary briefly
reported on the meeting held at Swinpex with 5 members

Auctioneers Report 2016/2017

present and recommended to the meeting they should try
and visit Swinpex. He confirmed that we had an
information stand at Midpex which produced a couple of
new members and the sale of a few monogragbbn
Barker was thanked for his efforts in erecting and
dismantling the stand.

Dates for the meetings in 2019 were advised as being
the 7" April and the 18 October 2019. The latter meeting
would be in the RPS new premises but there may need to be
flexibility in the April meeting depending when the move
took place.

Treasurer: Paul Jones presented members with the
financial statements [A copy is to be found on page 21 of
this Journal] printed on the backs of GB mint airletiees
useful way of using up excess stock!. Income for the year
exceeded expenditure and there was no recommendation to
increase subscription fees. A £100 donation had been made
in memory ofColin Baker. Acceptance of the accounts was
proposed byMike Smith and seconded byMaurice
Buxton and approved. There was a discussion on the
publication funds which would be needed next year for the
printing of the new GB catalogue.

Auctioneer: Neil Sargent provided copies of his report
together with the table of results for the last 5 years as
comparison. It was noted that the total lots sold was steadily
declining as was the number of buyers and vendors. It was
disappointing given the quality of material offered and the
auctions are one of the main benefits of society
membership.

October 2016 Percentage May 2017 Percentage
Total Lots 586 600
228 39% 187 31%
GB Lots 503 86% 544 91%
GB Sold 204 41% 167 31%
Non GB Lots 80 14% 56 9%
Non GB Sold 24 30% 22 39%
No Vendors 12 8
No Purchasers | 44 30
Total Sales £5,874 £4,177

The above shows the results for this season’s two auctions. The total sales for both auctions was significantly better than for the previous two

auctions -there were some excellent lots entered. The percentage sold

is affected by the inclusion of many low value more modern items for

which there is a demand but thought to be currently fairly limited. Additionally, the continued repetition of more basic stationery items is

producing lower overall sales rates.

Commission rate charged remains at 12%% of sales and no buyer’s premium is charged.

Oct May Oct May Oct May Oct May Oct May

2012 2013 2013 2014 2014 2015 2015 2016 2016 2017
Total Lots | 589 398 637 624 520 512 570 530 586 600
Total Sold | 332 260 354 273 255 222 241 212 228 187
% Sold 56% 65% 55% 44% 49% 43% 42% 40% 39% 31%
GB Sold 321 216 309 227 243 184 189 184 204 167
GB % Sold | 77% 68% 57% 48% 51% 45% 42% 44% 41% 31%
Buyers 42 36 50 38 45 34 43 35 44 30
Vendors 14 13 19 12 14 10 13 8 12 8
Sales £4,432 | £2,751 | £6,900 | £3,505 | £3,924 | £3,022 | £3,633 | £2,730 | £5,874 | £4,177
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The table onthe previous page shows the principal results for thewebhost. Last year | concluded that 8% of the total were
last 5 seasons (10 auctions). It shows that over the last 5 years the percentageal visitors and at the same time reported that 14% of the
sold has fallen steadily from 56% to 31% in May this year. The number of total traffic was from mobile devices (the figure recorded by
GB lots sold has also fallen from 77% to 31%. It maybe that without the webhost). That is impossible, the total real visitors had
increasing overall society membership and increasing the number ofto be over 14%.
participating members, that sales will continue to decline as buying members This year the figure for mobile devices is 10.3% of
already have the common and less common material. We have approx.19the total which is about 70 per week. The figure for visitors
members with an average number of buyers of 38 over the last 3 years whichsing desktops must be very much similar, so this means a
means only about 20% of existing members are buying at our societytotal of perhaps as many as 140 visitors per week.
auction. | think this is a disappointing number given that the two auctions are The newspaper wrapper catalogue project has
considered one of the main benefits of the society. The last joumal invitedcontinued to consume a lot of my time. Hopefully this will
people to participate in the auctions and | have tried to offer as much help asome to an end soon and allow me to spend more time on
possible for members. It is also sad to mention that the demise of memberthe website.
does impact on auction sales.

The main key for the auctions is the overall sales and Election of Officers
commission received by the society and the last 2 auctions produced The Chairman and deputy Chairman had been
good results. The latest catalogue contains many excellent items but | waielected for a 2 year period last yeRaul Jonesconfirmed
to see if this does convert into actual bids and sales this afternoon! he would continue as Treasurbleil Sargenttook over the

role of secretary on a temporary basis until this meeting. A
Journal: John Barker confirmed thahe continues to send motion thanking him for stepping into the position was
out four issues of the Journal each year thanks to those proposed byKeith Harman and seconded byAlan
members who give their time to produce articles, notes, Huggins. The members voted unanimously that he should
comments etc. for him to publish. In order to continue continue in that role and Pauleéected as Treasurer.
doing so, he needs more items for publication. He asked
members to see what they could contribute, indicating that Election of Committee Members

whatever it is they are interested in, as regards postal These roles are appointed by the Committee and all
stationery, then other members may well share their said they were happy to continue as follows:
interests. As usual, his thanks go to the advertisers who help Journal Editor John Barker
to keep down the cost of publishing; their support is very Auctioneer Neil Sargent
much appreciated. ABPS Rep Mike Smith
Membership Ed Caesley

Membership: The membership of the Society at this time

is 187 members, 142 members who pay the £18.00 Any Other Business:

membership fee, 8 nemembers and 37 pdf members who Alan Huggins advised that he had now obtained all discs

pay £12.50. 10 new members with 8 joining via the website. etc relating to the new catalogue and hoped that progress

At this time last year, the Society had 179 members which could now be made with possible publication towards the

represents a welcome rise in membership. | would like to end of 2018.Mike Smith suggested that a trophy been

thank other members of the committee for their assistance given in memory of Colin Baker, possibly as an award at

during the last year and if required | am willing to continue London 2020 for a specialised Stationery exhibit. There was

as Membership Secretary of the Postal Stationery Society. a general discussion and the matter was referred to the
committee for discussion.

Librarian: Paul Jonesadvised he had had 4 enquiries for The AGM was then closed and normal meeting

book loans from nomembers. He recommended changing continued:

the rules a little so that potential borrowers paid the postage

in both directionsNeil Sargentsuggested that there should Tony Chilton Trophy

a revised printed list of books and possibly journals held. There were 4 one frame exhibits entered for the

Although available on the web site he thought a printed list competition;

i issued separately or as part of the Journal would increase George King 6 Fr om t he Subl i mei to

awareness of books held. There was a lively discussionandGe or ge6s pot pour r i exhibit ‘

the idea was then Proposed Mgil Sargent Seconded by Motor Co picture sto cards as well as other expensive and
Adrian Parker and approved by the meeting. unrecorded items.

Webmaster: Jan Kosniowski John Barker 6 Ger man L & Seriesn894 6 619 6 1
As in previous years the s ogfbkeedentdedtry $h8iing the Getaif o? thed Produstdrd of t
updated with the contents of the PSS Journal and details of these lettercards in terms of perforation varieties, gumming
forthcoming meetings. differences, folding etc.

The website continues to be well used. Including
visits made by search engines the average has increasedkeith Hanman 6 Bahamas PostallEndéel

from about 400 per week to about 650 per week. comprehensive exhibit of this issue with die proofs,
Trying to work out how many of these are real specimens, used envelopes etc

visitors is impossible from the statistics provided by the
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Neil Sargent 6 GB K GV Regi st eirthed E n v Membpre $hén retired for a convivial luncheon
exhibit showed nearly all the George V envelopes in sizes F before returning for the auction.
& G in mint condition.

Auction: The auction commenced at 2pm with 540 lots
Mike Smith undertook the judging and awarded the Tony finishing at 3.40pm. Reasonable sales were achieved with
Chilton Shield taJohn Barker for his German Lettercard the provisional sales total being £5,500.
exhibit. The meeting closed around 4.15pm

N A Sargent Secretary

Neil Sargent, assisted by Mike Smith conduct the Society Auction

Calling All GB Reply Coupon Collectors Maurice Buxton

International Reply Coupons were introduced by the 1906 UPU Congress in Rome, as a solution to the problem of
prepaying for the reply to a letter sent abrdaa stamped addressed envelope being no good here, as a stamp of the foreign
country would be needed. The sender purchases the coupon in their own country and sends it in the letter, and tharrecipient c
exchange it locally for the necessary stamp. They are accepted in the Postal Stationery class by the relevant FIP Commission.

Quite a number of different types have been used in the subsequent century or so, keenly collected by some an
thoroughly obscure to others! There were also separate cheaper Imperial (later Commonwealth) Reply CouponsTfam 1927
which were exchangeable for a stamp that paid the reduced rate to Empire/Commonwealth countries when that was i
operation. There are general books listing Reply Coupons, but there has been no specific work concentrating on thd ones issu
in the UK.

However,George King has a collection of these coupons, including many different provisional uprated versions, and
has put together a draft listing. In addition, he has gone through the copies of the Post Office Circular and its successc
publications in The Postal Museum, and extracted the instructions that were given to postal staff for dealing with @y coup
| agreed to format the listing for download.

The draft copy (PDF format) can be found at gbps.org.uk/replycoupondraft

If you download it (please do) you will notice that there are a number of blank spaces for coupons that have been
reported elsewhere, or which should exist given the instructions in the Circular, but which George has not yet managed t
locate an example of. If you have any of these coupons, this is where you come in! | would like to receive scans @fidny that
fill in those spaces for the finished version of the listing (or indeed coupons not listed, should therei feraewample
unrecorded values or methods of uprating, which was done locally). George would no doubt be interested if they are for sale
too €
Comments and suggestions are of course invited.
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EVOLUTION OF GERMAN VIEW CARDS 1 THE HITLER HEAD.

John Barker

Spanning a number of issues of the Postal Stationery Society Journal several years ago, | followed the evolution of 1
6view cardsod6 from the first series issued in 1925 4lp to
This series was numbered 183 but contained only 7 cards

During the war years tourist
publicity cards continued to be issuet
for some time. In August 1941 Serie! Zernt Deutfdhland Fennen!
184 carried the imprint of the 6pf. Hitler :
Head, the same as was used for tt
adhesive stamp. Just as with the lat
issues of the Hindenburg Head viev
cards, all the printing on the cards wa
in dark sepia. The other features of th
design and layout of the latter issues ¢
the Hindenburg Head view cards wer:
retained.

Prior to 1941 Hitler regarded the Gaitsiter @ ettt
heavy (Gothic) typeface known as atbeishitatibeRtbefmias
Fraktur as a fiGern
had been widely used since the 188(
for official documents including postal Abfenser s Sete S L P S T st R e L S U
forms. In the Third Reich propagande §
publications were produced with this AR e

typeface. Sitape b Bevinbiici Stodwet oo, Potfaiiesfad Srvafe, 6 | Stediert sver Polialiesfodn

Pofttarte

Deutlches Reich

41-183-1-81

Fraktur Typeface A Card from Series 183

i

DEUTSCHES REICH

A Card from Series 184 Antiqua (Latin) Typeface

OO OO MORORORORORORC R OO0 O

RLernt Deutschland kcnnen!}

------ From this series onwards, all view cards
of Germany were issued with the text in
the Antiqua typeface.

[The use of Fraktur typeface throughout
the whole period from the 1880s up
unt il the 1940s had
mi ss 6. Both typefac
used on a single stamp and even within
a single word! For a detailed
commentary on this, readers are
PO i IO R S TR T S SN S ¢ referred to an excellent series of four

; articles by Philip Townshend in
0 Ger ma nitkedJournal of the
German & Colonies Philatelic Society
(UK) published between May 2015 &
February 2016]

DEUTSCHES REICH

F A L R e SR R L L e R

41-184-1-B9
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The reason for the change lies in this circular from Martin Bormann.

Translation below:

Nati onal Socialist G
ationolfozialiftifhe Deutfche Acbeiterpartei Party
The Deputy of the Fuhrer Munich 33
Chief of Staff currently Obersalzberg,1.3.1941
Qﬂ?ﬁtﬂﬂm bu(]iljmu WMandien 33, ban y g
Branras Bons
Stabsleiter 8.%1, Obarsaleberz, des MlePh _chulay ]
' (not for publication)
T wicns— ) _ _
St _ctenfliheur A 3 For general information |
Rundsohreibsan “ing. DJANAA communicate the following in the name of
N L (zg_,. the Fuhrer:
(Nioht zur Vertffentlichung). : |y To regard and designate the-salled
Gothic writing as a German script is wrong.
In reality the secalled Gothic writing
za allgemeiner Beachtung teile ich im Auftrage des Fihrea, consists of Schwabachéew Letters. Just as
mits they later possessed themselves of the
Die sogenannte gotische Schrift ale eine desutsche Schrlfé neWSpa_perS' the . ‘]_eWS in Germany
snzusehen oder zu bezsichnen ist falsch. In Wirkliokkelt fipprop”ated the printing shops upon the
vesteht die sogenannte gotische Schrift aus Schwsbacher !nVenuon of printing, wherefrom resulted the
Jodenlettern, Gensu wie sie aich sphter in den Pasitz des intense use of the Schwabaclexv Letters.
Zeltmgen metzten, setzten sich dle in Beutschland an- Today, the Fuhrer decided, in a
shasigen Juden bel Einfibrung des Buchdrucks in den Bs'dte conference with Reichsleiter Amann and the
der Buchdruckereien und dadurch kam es in Deuts-hlemd ¢~ dary press owner, Mr. Adolf Muller that the
atarkean Einﬂhrung der Schwabacher Judwnlettera, Anthua_Type IS henceforth deSIQnated as
Axn heutigen Tega hat der Fihrer in einer Bespreshang mi} Standard Type. By and by, all printed
Herrn Reichaleiter Amann und Herrn Bushdruckereibesitzer materials shall be converted to this type.
Adelf Miller entschieden, dass dle Antlgua=-Bohrift h!ini;,\,:.ig As soon as it is possible with regards to
als Normal-8chrift zu bezeichnen sei. Nach und pack sol len school book production, Standard Script will
sBmtliche Druckerzeugnisse auf diese Normel-Schrift omg, be taught exclusively in rural and elementary
stellt werden. Sobald dies schulbuchmiissig wogli:n ist, schools
:i:"n‘:’“ ﬂms::’;gzh:t:“eh::dw::;:rcmlm nur mehr All officials will henceforth refrain
: ‘ from using the Schwabachéew Letters;
Die Verwendung der Sclwabacher Judenlettern durch Commissions for officials, street signs, etc.
Behtrden wird k:llni’tig uﬁter’bleiben; Emunnungsu.r— W|” Only be produced |n Standard Type
kunden fiir Beamtse, Strassenachilder u,dergl, werden . .
ktinftig nur mehr in Normal-Schrift gefertigt werden On the amhomy of the Fihrer,
& - Reichsleiter Amann will first convert all
In Auftrage des FPiuhrers wird Herr Reichasleiter Amant: those newspapers and magazines to
zunichet fene Zeitungen und Zeltachriften, die bereits Standard Type which aIready have a foreign
#ine Auslandsverbreitung haben, oder de¢ren Auslands— ot ; ' ; ;
verbreitung erwitnacht iast, auf Normel=-Schrift umstellen. distribution, or where one is desired.
gez. M. Bormann. signed: M. Bormann
Considering the context of the circular, it is fJimtere:
Fraktur!)
A further 7 series of view cards were produced during 1941, all printed at the State
Printing Works, Berlin. As had been the custom, since series 49 issued in 1934, all 5
had a reference number printed in the lower right hand corner signifying:
year- series number printing plate- picture number [ B(ild) = Picture] 41181188
Eg. 41 - 191 - 1 - 5
Later on in the year, printing was moved to Vienna an
series contained 27 cards as opposed to the 9 cardst in e

three consecutively numbered cards. Another difference can be seen in the quality of the card. The Berlin printings are o
relatively smooth, cream card of uniform composition. The Vienna printings are on more coarse card varying from pale buff to

dark brown.
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A Card from New Series 1

This card from the first series of the
Vienna printings (441-1-B4) can be

seen to be printed on noticeably
different card stock from the Berlin
printings.

These Vienna printings had one
other small difference compared to the
previous Berlin printings. The bottom
line of text on both sides of the dividing
line contains abbreviations for
MHausnummerd Haysdir.6 )

a n Bostéchli’fachnummerd
( Rostschlidfach-Nr.6 )

Strafle, Hausnummer, Gebiudeteil, Stockwerk od. Postschliefachnummer & Struﬁc Hnusnummzr Gebiudeteil, Stockwerk oder PostschlieBfachnummer

Berlin printing

N\ 41-191-1-B5

Hausnummer, Postschlidfachnummer Hausnummer Postschlidfachnummer

S : Vienna printing

41—1—1-B4
Haus-Nr., Postschlidfach-Nr. Haus-Nr., Postschlidfach-Nr.

In 1942 the cards were confined to inland use and this was signified by inserting tBduexim Inland zugelasser®
beneath the headir@ostkarted .

Card 42-39-1-B5 taken from
the last series before the end
of the war

These cards run from series number
15 to 39.

A large proportion of the cards from
series 27 and 32 were destroyed by
enemy action.




