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 Society Calendar  

 

Saturday 9th June 2018 Swinpex , Members 
Displays.  St Josephôs Lower School, Octal Way, 
Swindon SN3 2LR, 2-4.00pm 
 

Saturday October 6th  2018 at the Royal Philatelic 
Society, 41 Devonshire Place, London W1G 6JY 
10.30am Viewing of the society's auction lots for the 
auction to be held in the afternoon. 
11.00 am Societyôs Annual General Meeting. 
12.00 Tony Chilton competition judging, followed by 
the presentation of the Tony Chilton salver. 
12.30 pm Lunch in a nearby restaurant.  All members 
are invited to join in and the cost should be about £17 
each, including wine.   

2.00 pm The societyôs ñliveò auction to be conducted 
by Neil Sargent. 
The meeting is expected to close by about 4.00 pm  

 

Saturday April 6th  2019 at the Royal Philatelic 
Society, 41 Devonshire Place, London W1G 6JY 
starting at 10.30 am.  Details to be announced. 
 

Saturday 11th June 2019 Swinpex, Members 
Displays.  St Josephôs Lower School, Octal Way, 
Swindon SN3 2LR, 2-4.00pm.  Details to be 
announced 
 

Saturday 6th July 2019 Midpex at the Warwickshire 
Exhibition Centre, Leamington Spa. Details to be 
announced. 
 
Saturday October 19th  2019 at the Royal Philatelic 
Society, London at their new premises:  15 Abchurch 
Lane, London EC4N 7BW The Societyôs AGM, Tony 
Chilton Competition and Auction. 

 

Postal Stationery Society Website  
Did you know that there are links to 40 Top Class Postal Stationery Exhibits covering a wide range of 
subjects.  The contents of the Postal Stationery Society Journals for the past 10 years are also listed 

together with articles selected from past issues.  Visit the Societyôs website:- 

www.postalstationery.org.uk  

 

Postal Stationery Society Journal Index - Updated  
With many thanks to Frank Walton FRPSL, the index has been brought up to date.  

Members wishing to locate articles in past issues of the Journal will find these on the RPSL web site: 
http://www.rpsl.org.uk/home.asp    Click on the tab 'Catalogue',  in the left box enter 'Postal Stationery Society 
Journal' as a search term; in the middle box select 'Cumulative Indexes' and in the right box click on ósearchô.  In 
the new window click on the word óIndexesô on the blue bar.  In the next window click óClick here to show articlesô. 

The contents of all PSS Journals up to 2018 should appear! 

Past issues of the Journal are available from the Editor: See page 23 for details  

mailto:gbpopos@gmail.com
mailto:johnhbarker@btinternet.com
http://www.postalstationery.org.uk
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CHAIRMANôS CHAT -  MAY 2018 
The post offices of the world have laid down many 

regulations about what can and cannot be sent as various 

classes of postal item ï and the surcharges to be raised if the 

senders get it wrong. Youôd think that users of postal 

stationery would be safe, however, as it should be difficult 

to make a mistake when the post office is providing 

everything you need in a ready-to-use format. Youôd think 

wrong, though, because some inventive senders managed to 

overcome that minor obstacle with ease. 

The examples shown here are GB postcards, which 

at the beginning were subject to a number of restrictive 

rules, one of them being that the stamped side was reserved 

for the address. Some senders, however, seem to have 

assumed (not unreasonably, to be fair) that this was more of 

a request, as it was for envelopes. As far as the Post Office 

was concerned, though, the printed legend ñTHE 

ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDEò 

was not just there as a suggestion. 

(Fig. 1) above shows a card on which the sender 

ran out of room on the back and included the declaration 

ñMay God save our Queen & Family. Amen.ò on the front. 

This patriotic touch did not prevent it from being stamped 

ñCONTRARY TO REGULATIONSò and surcharged as a 

letter. 

The sender had also followed contemporary practice 

by writing their name at bottom left. This was such a 

standard requirement that the rule was eventually relaxed in 

1892 to allow the senderôs name and address to appear on 

the front, but before then even a simple commercial 

handstamp was enough to get the ñCONTRARY TO 

REGULATIONSò treatment ï which in the case of an 

overseas postcard could mean that it was not forwarded 

from the UK at all (Fig. 2)  below. 

The rise of the picture postcard eventually put paid 

to this rule, with ñdivided backò postcards introduced 

worldwide over the period 1902-7. It was now permissible 

to use half of the address side for the message, even when a 

postal stationery card was used. The key word there, 

however, was ñhalfò ï writing all across the front at right 

angles to the address, in the style of a 19th century cross-

written letter, was still not OK (Fig. 3) below! 

Finally, there was also a prohibition against 

attaching anything at all to a postcard other than additional 

stamps. This was eventually relaxed, but until the mid-

Edwardian era cards were regularly surcharged for breaking 

this rule. The sender of Fig. 4 chose to have the 

announcements of a lodge meeting printed separately, then 

cut them out to be stuck to cards, but this was ï youôve 

guessed it ï contrary to regulations. 

Maurice Buxton 

Fig. 4  
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Report of the Societyôs Spring Meeting 7th April 

2018  
The meeting was opened by the Chairman, Maurice 

Buxton who welcomed the regrettably small number of 

members (8).  A number of members sent their apologies 

and the Minutes of the previous meeting were read and 

approved.  Members were reminded of the Postal Auction 

closing at the end of the month and of the next meeting at 

Swinpex on 9th June 2018.   

Maurice then welcomed Chris Howe who gave a 

display on the Illustrated Postal Stationery Cards of 

Belgium.  This was an exceptionally attractive display given 

the illustrated nature of the postal cards starting with the 

exhibition card of 1897 and then continuing with a range of 

cards on the early Channel Packet and Paddle Steamers; 

post WW1 cards and a range of overprints for reduction in 

postal rates;  opening of the new Postal Museum and a 

range of cards with pictures of the Royal family.   

Chris divided the following frames into two sections, 

those he considered to be pre-paid picture postcards and the 

second section being illustrated cards (those with the picture 

on the front). Cards were issued for a number of charities, 

for the promotion of tourism, anti-TB and restricted 

wordage cards. 

This was followed by the well known óPublibelsô 

advertising cards which ran from 1933 through initially to 

1984.  There are believed to be approximately 2,900 

different Publibel cards covering full range of charities and 

advertisements for a wide range of products and services.   

Chris completed his display with specimen cards;  

the óThen and Nowô series;  changes incorporating bar 

codes, NVIôs and cards given away for a variety of 

promotional purposes which have imprint stamps although 

not accepted as postal stationery by the cataloguers.  
The display was well received and enjoyed by members 

present and a vote of thanks was given by the Chairman. 

Before retiring for luncheon, membersô entries for the One 

Sheet competition were put on display to be voted on by the 

members present following an amiable luncheon. 

One Sheet Competition entries were as follows: 

George King  

  What is ó*ô all about    

  Reply paid letter sheet WS22S 

  QV labels revising compensation 

  Post Office Circular number 67 

Neil Sargent 

  British Guiana 1879 1c card ï 6 colour trials 

  The 1882 1d postcard of Barbados 

John Barker German postcard address format 

Peter Robinson 

  Board of Trade journal 

  So near é.. yet so far éé. 

  Printersô waste 

Maurice Buxton  

  UPU card first date of use to France 

After voting, the results were: third equal Neil for the 

Barbados postcard with George King with the new KGV reply 

paid letter sheet.  Second was Maurice Buxton with first day usage 

to France and the winner of the Societyôs One Sheet Competition 

cup was Neil Sargent for the six colour trials of British Guiana 

postcard, shown on the next page. 

Following the handover of the trophy, the afternoon was 

given over to membersô displays: 

George King ï his two frame exhibit showed a detailed 

printing assessment of Victorian registered envelopes with 

one frame showing McCourquodale printing and different 

lengths of lines under the flap and whilst Huggins & Baker 

identifies three different types of printer names, George 

illustrated three further printing variations.  His second 

frame showed different printing of the backs and labels. 

Maurice Buxton gave a stunning display of Victorian 

postcards including die proofs, Sloper cancellations, essays, 

specimens including the Manchester cancel and a selection 

of cards showing correct usage and rates. 

John Barkerôs display comprised of the German letter 

cards of 1897 with the three folds.  It emphasised how 

instructions are important showing the three different flap 

instruction, advertising sample cards, pre-printed lottery 

adverts, the use of seals, personalisation of cards, the 

different way of writing and the different types of opening 

of the letter cards. 

Peter Robinson displayed two frames of Scandinavian 

stationery, the first comprising aerogrammes of Iceland 

including difference in lettering, watermark papers, a 

variety of stamps and usages pointing out that printing 

numbers of many of them were less than 100,000.  His 

second frame comprised postal stationery envelopes of 

Sweden from 1872 through to the last issue in 1964 

including the highly attractive miniature issues through to 

the current size envelopes. 

Neil Sargent displayed four frames of Pneumatic Postal 

Stationery of Paris from 1881 through to 1965 covering the 

three main types of stationery being letter cards, postcards 

and envelopes.  This comprehensive study included the 

majority of issues including reply letter cards with coupons, 

reply cards with miniature cards and incorporated many 

examples of the inflation period between 1944 and 1959 

when the rate increased from 3f to 125f before devaluation 

of the currency in 1960.   

Jan Kosniowski showed WP2 previously unseen ½d 

wrapper with chamfered edges in size óAô with a pre-printed 

address of Golding & Son of Liverpool overwritten and 

with E. England dealerôs label.   

I think it is reasonable to say that all the displays 

held the attention of members and were thoroughly 

enjoyable. 

There followed a brief discussion on the necessity of 

compliance with the new General Data Protection 

Regulations and, as membersô eyes glazed over at the 

thought of it, the meeting closed. 

SECRETARYôS NOTES - MAY 2018 

Neil receives the óOne Sheetô Competition Trophy 
from the Chairman, Maurice Buxton  
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Prestigious new premises for The Royal Philatelic Society London  

One hundred years since the purchase of its legendary headquarters at 41 Devonshire Place, London W1, The Royal 

Philatelic Society London is moving to new and larger premises in the historic centre of the City of London at 15 Abchurch 

Lane, London EC4N 7BW. 

 

Membership of the Society now stands at 

almost 2,400. This, together with the 

continuing growth of the Societyôs 

collections, means that the facilities at 41 

Devonshire Place are no longer large 

enough nor serve the needs of members. In 

late 2016, the Council of the Society took 

the decision to buy a larger, convenient, 

characterful new home in central London.  

The search was led by Chris King, Past 

President of the Society, who took almost a 

year to find the new building. He said:  

 

óWhen we saw 15 Abchurch Lane we knew 

that we had found the right place. Better 

still, every member who has seen it, agrees 

that this is the place for us.ô 

 

Work is now well underway to complete the move by June 2019, which also marks the 150th anniversary of The Royal 

Philatelic Society London, the worldôs oldest and most prestigious philatelic society. Property Consultant, Gerald Eve, is 

managing the project on behalf of the Society and City architects, Tate Hindle, is leading the redesign of the building. 

The final and most important priority is to ensure that all the necessary finances are in place. The Societyôs President, 

Patrick Maselis, is leading the óTomorrows Royalô fundraising campaign. His overriding objective is to ensure: 

óThe Society will continue to grow, develop and prosper in the next 100 years as it has in the last 150ô. 

For further information visit the website: http://www.rpsl.org.uk/abchurch.asp  

GB Post Offices in Levant Newspaper Wrappers - a New Discovery  
Jan KoŜniowski 

 

Illustrated below is a GB KEVII wrapper, McCorquodale printing, overprinted LEVANT, which looks very similar to 

the 1905 overprint. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The difference between the two overprints can be seen in the 

following illustration (at 500%) 

The top one is the 1905 overprint (on the De la Rue printing) 

and the bottom one is the new find (on the McCorquodale printing).  

 

The overprint on the new item is in fact identical to the 

overprint on the 1912 KGV wrapper. This clearly suggests that this 

overprint was in fact produced by McCorquodale. 

http://www.rpsl.org.uk/abchurch.asp
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H&G 245, 246, 248.   Michel P229-243.  MPKS (ʄʘʨʢʠʨʦʚʘʥʥʳʝ ʧʦʯʪʦʚʳʝ ʢʘʨʪʦʯʢʠ ʉʉʉʈ - Markirovannye 

Pochtovye Kartochki SSSR, Stamped Postal Cards of the USSR, G M Listov) 1-148, 1-149, 1-153.   

NB: MPKS lists only definitive cards and does not mention illustrated ones apart from pre-war agitational cards and one

-sided cards with a definitive indicium and a picture on the same side. 

Much of the information is derived from ʉʦʚʝʪʩʢʘʷ ʧʦʯʪʦʚʘʷ ʢʘʨʪʦʯʢʘ ï The Soviet postal card, L Ilôichev, 

Filateliia SSSR 1979 No. 2 

Miner at the Face design on the 7 th Series 5 Kopeks stamp, the 8 th Series 15 Kopeks stamp  
 and the 25 Kopeks definitive card  

 
Typographed 25 Kopeks 

Miner design from an 
illustrated card  

No tail on the ñ2ò.  The 
frame line enters the 
uncoloured triangle 
above the ñ2ò 

All the typographed 

cards have the State 

Arms in green  

 
 
 

Offset printed 25 Kopeks 
Miner design from 
illustrated cards  

with a tail on the ñ2ò.  
There is a largish 

uncoloured triangle 
above the ñ2ò 

 
 
 

The offset cards have 

the State Arms in either 

green or red  

 

25 KOPEKS MINER AT T HE FACE INLAND POSTAL CARD 1956-1960 
                 Ron Hogg 


