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 Society Calendar  

Saturday April 6th  2019 at the Royal Philatelic 
Society, 41 Devonshire Place, London W1G 6JY 
starting at 10.30 am. and finishing at approx 4.00pm. 
Michael Smith will give a display of Orange Free State 
Postal Stationery. 
The display will be followed by the Societyôs One 
Sheet Competition.  All members present will be 
asked to vote for their choice of winner. 
Lunch will be taken in a nearby restaurant.  All 
members are invited to join in and the cost should be 
about £18 each, including wine. 
The session after lunch will be for memberôs displays. 
 

Saturday 8th June 2019 Swinpex, Members 
Displays.  St Josephôs Lower School, Octal Way, 
Swindon SN3 2LR, 2.00 pm. - 4.00pm.  Please bring 
along something from your collection.  Swinpex opens 
at 10.00am. 
 

Saturday 6th July 2019 Midpex at the Warwickshire 
Exhibition Centre, Leamington Spa. Further details will 
appear in a later issue of the Journal. 
 

Saturday October 19th  2019 at the Royal Philatelic 
Society, London at their new premises:  15 Abchurch 
Lane, London EC4N 7BW The Societyôs AGM, Tony 
Chilton Competition and Auction. 

 

Postal Stationery Society Website  
Did you know that there are links to 40 Top Class Postal Stationery Exhibits covering a wide range of 
subjects.  The contents of the Postal Stationery Society Journals for the past 10 years are also listed 

together with articles selected from past issues.  Visit the Societyôs website:- 

www.postalstationery.org.uk  

 

Postal Stationery Society Journal Index - Updated  
With many thanks to Frank Walton FRPSL, the index has been brought up to date.  

Members wishing to locate articles in past issues of the Journal will find these on the RPSL web site: 
http://www.rpsl.org.uk/home.asp    Click on the tab 'Catalogue',  in the left box enter 'Postal Stationery Society 
Journal' as a search term; in the middle box select 'Cumulative Indexes' and in the right box click on ósearchô.  In 
the new window click on the word óIndexesô on the blue bar.  In the next window click óClick here to show articlesô. 

The contents of all PSS Journals up to 2018 should appear! 

Past issues of the Journal are available from the Editor: See page 23 for details  

mailto:gbpopos@gmail.com
mailto:johnhbarker@btinternet.com
http://www.postalstationery.org.uk
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CHAIRMANôS CHAT -  NOVEMBER 2018 
As your new chairman Iôll start with a short 

introduction. Although long retired now, I spent my 

professional life as an actuary. Like many of my generation 

I first became aware of postal stationery on answering an 

advert from E H Keeton in a stamp magazine. The field 

seemed less fiddly (and cheaper ï those were the days!) 

than the stamp scene at the time so I began by collecting 

GB. As I am at heart a collector, when I got to the stage that 

I was no longer finding new items for my collection I added 

India and once I had exhausted the common items there 

also, New Zealand. I still keep up the original collections 

though, adding the rarer items if they become available. 

In this article I will be considering the GB airletter 

overprinted for the 46th Parliamentary Conference (APS3). 

In Huggins 1970 it is suggested that the variety described as 

B for the last E in Conference is merely a case of dirty type. 

In the exhibit on Houses of Parliament Airletters by Erica 

Genge (see link on our website) it is suggested that it is 

caused by dust adhering to the printing cylinder. However I 

have items which are not over inked and which clearly 

show there could be three different typefaces for this ñEò. In 

Type 1 the middle crossbar looks like a sideways ñTò 

whereas in Type 2 it looks like a sideways ñYò and in Type 

3 it ends in a solid V shape. 

I said ñcould beò: Type 3 may be caused by the over 

inking of Type 2 - but the straight vertical edge and the fact 

that the other 3 ñEòs in the overprint seem to be Type 3 

makes this unlikely. Alternatively Types 1 and 2 could be 

damaged versions of Type 3. However the straight edges of 

Type 2 and the symmetry of Type 1 tends to discount this as 

I would expect damaged type to be more irregular. 

With the serifs on the outer crossbars pointing 

inwards the Type 2 serifs can merge to give the appearance 

of a ñBò. However in all three types over-inking may cause 

the serifs at the ends of the three crossbars to merge and 

curiously this variety is only attached to the last ñEò as the 

serifs could merge on the other ones as well. In the 

illustrations of Type 2&3 the ñEò in ñPARLIAMENTARYò 

merges at the top. 

To be provocative I would suggest that only the open 

Type 2 joining should be considered to be the B variety 

with those with vertical end lines not truly fitting this 

description but merely being dirty type. If this was the 

original intention of this description it would explain why it 

was only applied to the last ñEò as the other ones are Type 

3. Correspondence for the Journal would be welcomed. 
 

References 

Huggins A K : British Postal Stationery (1970) 

Genge E: The ñHouses of Parliamentò Airletters (of GB) 
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Minutes of the Meeting & AGM of the Postal 
Stationery Society 6 th October 2018.  
Held at the Royal Philatelic Society, 41, 
Devonshire Place, London W1G 6JY  
 

The meeting was opened by the Chairman, Maurice 

Buxton, who welcomed all members. 
 

Apologies: Received from J N Harrison, Paul Jones 
 

Present:  15 members 
 

Minutes:  of the last meeting on 7th April 2018 were 

approved having previously been published in the Journal. 

Minutes: of the last AGM were approved having previously 

been published in the Journal. 
 

Officers Reports: 
 

Chairman: Welcomed all the AGM and reflected on the 

last year. 

Secretary: Neil Sargent reported on the usual 3 meetings 

held during the season with the October meeting comprising 

the auction which saw a total sales of £5,513 and Chiltern 

competition won by John Barker. The April meeting 

enjoyed and excellent display of Belgium postal stationery 

by Chris Howe followed by the One Sheet competition won 

by Neil Sargent. The afternoon had 6 displays by members. 

The Swinpex meeting in June was a very enjoyable social 

meeting with 6 members present and recommended to 

everyone.  

Treasurer: Paul Jones, was unfortunately absent from the 

meeting but provided copies of the accounts1 printed on 

mint GB aerogrammes ï perhaps the best use of them! A 

brief summary of the accounts was given with income down 

on the previous year and expenses up but still showing a 

surplus for the year of £788.  

Auctioneer: Neil Sargent gave out a report2 detailing 

auctions over the last 6 years. The October 2017 & May 

2018 auctions had seen a continued improvement overall in 

sales with high quality material being included. Overall the 

percentage of lots sold over the last 12 auctions had fallen 

from 56% to 35% with only 14% of members bidding in the 

last sale.  

Journal Editor: John Barker reported that over the year 

the Journals have contained articles on a variety of subjects, 

some consisting of a single page whilst others span several 

pages.  In the case of the latter, these have been broken 

down into parts, each part in a separate issue so as to 

maintain a good mix.  A number of articles cover subjects 

with specific appeal to other óspecialistô societies and have 

appeared in their Journals also. 

I can only publish what I receive, I need more items 

for publication.  Please see what you can contribute.  To 

those members who have not thought about writing 

something for the Journal, please think about what you 

could contribute. Whatever it is that you are interested in, as 

regards postal stationery, then other members may well 

share your interests.  As Editor, I will be more than pleased 

to help any member to put an article together. Please keep 

the contributions coming in.  As usual, my thanks go to our 

advertisers who help to keep down the cost of publishing; 

their support is very much appreciated. 

Membership Secretary: Edward Caesley gave the 

membership report as follows: The membership of the 

Society at this time is 175 members, 135 members from the 

UK, Europe and Overseas, 8 non members and 40 pdf 

members 6 new members all joining via the website. At this 

time last year, the Society had 187 members which 

represents a loss of 12 in the membership.  I would like to 

thank other members of the committee for their assistance 

during the last year and if required I am willing to continue 

as Membership Secretary of the Postal Stationery Society. 

Librarian: Paul Jones reported that there have been no 

new books added to the library in the last year. The most 

popular book for borrowing continues to be the Collect 

British Postal Stationery  2007 by Huggins & Baker. 

Requests for Higgins and Gage are usually sent as an 

email of the relevant pages. One enquiry resulted in a new 

member who wanted information. 

It was nice to have to unpack the CCCP catalogues 

this year as a member was needing information to write up a 

collection from the 1950s-1980s. Member's interests are 

varied and give a nice insight into other peopleôs collecting 

patterns. 

Web Manager: Jan Kosniowski acts as the manager of our 

website and reported that the website continues to be 

updated with the contents of the journal and details of 

forthcoming meetings and the auction. It is impossible to 

establish the number of real visitors to the site - it is a 

matter of guesswork. Total visits including those by search 

engines averaged about 530 per week, a drop from last 

years figure of 650. The figure for mobile devices, which 

are real visitors, is 16% which is about 85 per week against 

70 for last year. He considered that overall traffic from real 

visitors has increased against a decrease from search 

engines. 
 

Election of Officers: 
The role of Chairman for the new 2 year period was 

confirmed as Adrian Parker . The deputy chairman role 

remains vacant. Neil Sargent was re-elected as Secretary 

and Paul Jones as treasurer. 
 

Appointment of Committee Members: 
These positions are appointments and were agreed to 

remain as existing: 

Journal Editor  John Barker 

Auctioneer  Neil Sargent 

ABPS Rep  Mike Smith  

Membership Secretary Edward Caesley 
 

Any Other Business: 
Subscriptions: proposals were put forward for 

increases in subscriptions for all types of membership and 

only for print members. After a lively discussion it was 

unanimously agreed that all members enjoying the print 

copy of the journal would be increased by £1. The 

electronic membership fee would remain the same at £12.50 

with no increase. 

SECRETARYôS NOTES - NOVEMBER 2018 

1  & 2   Copies of these are published on page 20 
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GDPR Policy: The secretary reported that a consent form 

under the new Data Protection Regulations had been sent to 

all members who had given email address regarding the 

keeping and use of their data. This was considered enough 

for the purpose of comply with the new regulations. 
 

The AGM was then closed and the normal meeting 

continued with other business 
 

Programme for 2019:   
 

This was confirmed with Mike Smith being the main 

speaker in April with a display of Orange Free State Postal 

Stationery. This will be the last meeting at Devonshire 

Place and the October meeting and auction will take place 

at the Royalôs new premises. 

Monographs: The secretary 

reported on the existing stock 

of monographs that he held. 

He also invited members to 

consider writing a monograph 

on a particular or specific 

aspect of the stationery that 

they feel may warrant 

publication in monograph 

fo rm.  These are  no t 

necessarily expensive to print. 

London 2020: The society has 

been invited to put on a 

display at 2020 based on the 

British Postal Card as it will 

be the 150th Anniversary. 

There would be up to 10 

frames available of which one 

could use solely to promote 

the society. Maurice Buxton 

was elected to be co-ordinator 

for this display.    G King 

offered to display all the price 

bands etc and other members 

wishing to be considered 

should contact Maurice or the 

secretary. 
 

Auction Commission: the commission to vendors was 

agreed to remain at 12İ% with no buyerôs premium. It was 

noted the auctioneer benefits from a reduction in 

commission charged. 
 

Stockholmia:  Mike Smith reminded everyone of the RPS 

150th Anniversary exhibition in Stockholm in May nest 

year. He will be presenting a workshop on The Future 

Trends of Postal Stationery. 
 

Digitising of the Journal: Edward Caesley advised we 

had been approached regarding the digitising of the Journal. 

This was discussed with concern over copyright, access for 

non members to recent issues etc. Edward & John Barker 

are to consider this in detail but there was general 

agreement that full copies of the Journal should not be 

available to non members for a period of at least a few 

years. 

 

 

Tony Chilton Trophy:  
There were 6 entries for this yearôs competition: 
 

Neil Sargent - GB QV: The 2½d Post Office Envelope. 

John Barker - Money Order Cards of the German States 

    1865 - 1872 

Michael Lockton - Eminent Victorians 

George King - Irish Embossed STO Envelopes 

George King - Irish Embossed Lettersheets & Postcards 

George King - Irish Embossed STO Postcards/ Proxy  

    Cards & Reply Cards 
 

Mike Smith very kindly undertook the difficult job of 

judging the entries and decided that the winner was Neil 

Sargent with the 2½d QV Post Office Envelopes. He was 

presented with the Salver by Maurice Buxton. 

 

Lunch:  

Members then retreated to the nearby pub for a 

decent lunch before returning to the Royal. 
 

Auction:  

The auction commenced at 2.10pm finish about 3.45 

pm with 420 lots being offered for sale. 
 

The meeting closed around 4.15pm after present 

members had paid for and received their Auction purchases. 

Neil Sargent , right, receives the Tony Chilton Salver from our retiring 
Chairman, Maurice Buxton  
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GB PROVISIONAL LABEL S REVISING COMPENSATION RATES 
Steven Harrison FRPSL 

Originally published in The London Philatelist, Vol 126 Issue no 1442 pp 14-19 in January/February 2017.   
 

A system of insurance which covered the sender of registered packets above the standard £2 indemnity was introduced 

on 1st May 1886.  A fee of a penny in addition to the normal registration fee effected insurance up to £5, and for 2d insurance 

up to £10 was secured. 

At the same time as this system of insurance was introduced it was decided to print details of it on the back of postal 

stationery envelopes.  McCorquodaleôs were prepared to overprint the stock of existing envelopes at the rate of 1s 6d per 

thousand.  At that time the Post Office Stores had on hand no fewer than 4,200,000 envelopes ï weighing 16 tons ï which 

would need overprinting. (4,200,000 ÷ 1,000 = 4,200 x 1s 6d = £315-00-00) 

On 22 March 1886 the Controller of Stores proposed to return this massive stock to McCorquodaleôs in batches of 

10,000 at a time for overprinting.  Senior managers within the Post Office examined the problem and felt that the profit margin 

on such a huge stock would not be sufficient if the envelopes were returned to the printers for overprinting at the price being 

quoted.  They were also appalled at the logistics of shifting 16 tons of envelopes back and forward. 

In the end it was decided to produce adhesive labels bearing the insurance details and affix them to the stock.  The labels 

were procured for 5d per thousand by HMSO (See Ref.1).  (5d x 4,200 = 21,000d ÷ 240 = £87-10-00) 

 £315-00-00 

   £87-10-00 

 £227-10-00  cheaper than being overprinted. 
 

After being printed, stocks of the labels were sent to postmasters, leaving the burden of affixing the labels to the 

envelopes to them.  At the same time postmasters were encouraged to stick the labels on ordinary packets brought in for 

registration. 

Over the life of the labels revising compensation rates 11 different types have been identified. 
 

Type 1 (February1886) 
¶ Printed  in black on white paper and measuring 2¼ inches square (57x57mm).   

¶ The label set out the scale of compensation in three bands - £2, £5 and £10. 
 

Type 1a (September 1886) 
¶ As with Type 1, printed in black on white paper and measuring 2¼ inches square (57x57mm).   

¶ The label set out the scale of compensation in three bands - £2, £5 and £10.   

¶ There is now a printersô imprint: M & G ï 50,000 ï 9/86  (M & G is thought to be Morrison and Gibb) 

 

Clear differences can be seen in the typefaces used for the numeric values in Type 1 and Type 1A.  

 

 

 

 

 Figure 1.  Type 1    Figure 2. Type 1A  
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Type 2 (1888) 

 

 
 A new compensation scale was introduced in 1888: £5 compensation on 

payment of the standard registration fee only. And £10 compensation on 

payment of 2d in addition to the registration fee.  No new labels were produced 

for this new compensation scale; stocks of the original £2, £5 and £10 scale 

were amended in manuscript. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Type 3 (1891) 
When a new compensation scale, £5 - £25, was adopted in 1891 a new supply of modified labels was procured.  These 

were now printed by McCorquodale's in blue and the heading was altered to ñInland Registrationò to take note of the fact that 

the scheme now applied also to parcels as well as letters. Two sizes of label were used: 

 

 

 

 

 

Type 3A  
¶ Measuring 75x65mm, to be used on F and G sized 

 envelopes. 

¶ 2,667,400 labels were printed.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Type 3B 
¶ Measuring 95x75mm, to be used on H and K 

 sized envelopes.  

¶ 196,600 labels were printed. 

 

 

 

Figure 5. Type 2  

Figure 6. Type 3A  

Figure 7. Type 3B  
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Type 4 (1893) 
 Further labels in the same colour and format were produced in 1893 when the compensation scale was changed to £5 up 

to £50.  Two sizes of label were again used: 

 

Type 4A  
¶ Measuring 75x60mm, to be used on F and G sized envelopes.  

        See Figure 8 
 

Type 4Aa -  As Type 4A but ñInland Registrationò omitted. 
 A variation on Type 4A has been identified.  It has the same layout, scale and size as 4A,  but there is no ñInland 

Registrationò at the top of the label.  Identified as Type 4Aa.     See Figure 9 

           Figure 8.  Type 4A                                               Figure 9.  Type 4Aa  
 

Type 4B 
¶ Measuring 95x70mm, to be used on H and K sized envelopes. 

 

  Figure 10.  Type 4B  
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Type 5 (1898) 
 In May 1898 the schedule of compensation was extended to 1s 2d for a maximum of £120 compensation.  It was no 

longer possible to accommodate such a large scale in the confines of the previous styles of labels so an entirely new pattern of 

label was printed by McCorquodale's, again in blue on white paper.  These labels had no heading and merely stated the table of 

rates and limits of compensation.   

They were produced in three sizes: 

 

Type 5A 
¶ Measuring 65x65mm, to be used on F and G sized 

envelopes  

        See Figure 11 below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Type 5B 
¶ Measuring 84x92mm, to be used 

on H sized envelopes.   
 
 See Figure 12 above 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Type 5C 
¶ Measuring 112x130mm, to be 

used on K sized envelopes.   

 

 See Figure 13 to the left 
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Addendum 
Since this article was first published in the London Philatelist in the January/February 2017 edition (pages 125-14 to 125

-19) several individuals have contacted me with further information about the provisional labels revising compensation rates, to 

whom I am grateful. 

My particular thanks goes to George King who drew my attention to a label previously unknown.  He found the ñnewò 

Scottish label on the back of registered postal stationery envelope (RP15G) £5-£10 compensation, printed in very very dark 

blue, looking black in poor light.   

I have listed the ñnewò label below in the same style as in the body of the article. 

Type 3D 
¶ Measuring 93x73mm, to be used on H and K sized envelopes 

¶ with imprint M & G -25,000-5-91  (M & G is thought to be Morrison and Gibb) 

 

Figure 14.  Type 3D 
 
This raises the total of labels identified to 12.   

However George King puts forward an argument that he suspects there are in fact a total of 14 different types.  He asks 

why would the Scottish print 50,000 with compensation 2-10 for the small envelope, and none for the larger, and next time 

round print 25,000 for the larger, and none for the more common smaller sizes.  He thinks it is more likely that both sizes were 

printed each time, and lack of material seen to prove this suggestion is purely down to a matter of survival.  The ñnewò label 

illustrated above, identified by George King, is numbered type 3D to allow for other sizes to be listed if they are identified. 

If there are any labels out there that have not yet been listed, I would be very interested to hear from their owners! 

 

References 

 1.   Mackay JA, Registered Mail of the British Isles, published by the author, 1982, Dumfries 

 

 

 

 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2019 ARE NOW DUE 
 

Subscriptions for 2019 are due on 1st January.  If you have not already paid your subs for next year do 

not delay payment; details of how to pay your subscription are to be found on your renewal notice 

enclosed with this copy of the Journal.  Would members please note that these reminders were 

prepared at the beginning of October, so if you have paid your subs since then please ignore the notice. 

Please pay on time to avoid the Membership Secretary having to send a reminder to you. 
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ESSAYS FOR INSURANCE COMPENSATION LABELS AND TEXT  
ON REGISTRATION ENVELOPES      Alan Huggins 

Steven Harrisonôs article on óGB Provisional Labels Revising Compensation Ratesô which was published in 2017 in the 

London Philatelist1 is being reprinted with an Addendum in this issue of the PSS Journal and it was thought to be appropriate to 

describe a number of earlier essays for labels and later material also related to insurance schedules printed on registration 

envelopes. 

The first provisional labels described by Steven Harrison were produced in 1886 printed in black to be affixed to 

existing stocks of registration envelopes. The same text, was printed in blue on the reverse side of new stocks of envelopes as 

they were produced, a procedure which was repeated as subsequent changes were made to the compensation rates, except that 

the text on the provisional labels was printed in blue. 

In 1980 Samuel and Huggins2 described a number of registration envelopes which had printed text or labels setting out 

earlier proposed conditions for the óInsurance of Inland Registered Lettersô. The terms in the printed text on the back of the first 

of these (see illustration 1), make provision for compensation of up to £2-10s for a fee of  ½d, up to £5 for a fee of 1d, and then 

a further fee of 1d for each increase of £5 up to a maximum of £25. The size F envelope is type RP7 with SPECIMEN 

overprint type 11, the stamp being dated 22.7.81. 

 

Illustration 2  (Full Size) 
 

1882 2d blue registration envelope RP6 size F, 
stamp die 3 dated 29.8.79 overprinted SPECIMEN 

type 9, with trial text for Insurance of Inland 
Registered Letters on reverse. 

Illustration 1  (Full Size) 
 

1881? 2d blue registration envelope RP7 size F, 
stamp die 5 dated 22.7.81 overprinted SPECIMEN 

type 11, with trial text for Terms of Insurance for 
Inland Registered Letters on reverse. 


