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 Society Calendar  

 

Saturday October 19th  2019 at the Royal 
Philatelic Society, London in their new 
premises:  15 Abchurch Lane, London EC4N 
7BW The Societyôs AGM followed by the Tony 
Chilton Competition and in the afternoon the Societyôs 
Auction. 
 
Saturday April 4th  2020 at the Royal Philatelic 
Society, London at their new premises:  15 Abchurch 
Lane, London EC4N 7BW .  Speaker to be 
announced.  This will be followed by the Societyôs 
óOne Sheetô Competition.  The session after lunch will 
be for membersô displays. 

Sunday May 3rd 2020 2.00pm meeting to be held at 
the London 2020 Exhibition at the Business Design 
Centre in Islington, 52 Upper Street, London N1 0QH . 
Details to be announced in the February 2020 Journal. 
 
Wednesday 6th May 10.00am - 6.00pm. at the 
London 2020 Exhibition at the Business Design 
Centre in Islington, 52 Upper Street, London N1 0QH  
The Society will have a table (along with several other 
Societies) in a large meeting room off the Gallery 
Level. 
Volunteers will be needed to help promote the Society 
to visitors to the exhibition.  Further details will be 
included in the February issue of the Journal. 

 

 

 

What interests you about Postal Stationery? What got you started collecting Postal Stationery? 
We are a Society of like minded members.  You are not on your own!   

Let your interest capture the minds of other philatelists - let them share your interest. 
Encourage them to join the Postal Stationery Society or at least find out more by visiting the 

website: 

www.postalstationery.org.uk  

Auctions  
Could members keep lots coming in for future Society auctions.  If possible put each lot in a plastic 

protector with a brief description and a reserve.  Post to the Auctioneer, Neil Sargent, 24, Wheal Regent 
Park, Carlyon Bay, Cornwall PL25 3SP 

mailto:gbpopos@gmail.com
mailto:johnhbarker@btinternet.com
http://www.postalstationery.org.uk
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CHAIRMANôS CHAT -  AUGUST 2019 
Although the standard international definition of postal stationery relates to items bearing an impression or similar 

indicating the value of postage paid, catalogues frequently include items which do not come within this definition. The most 

common extras are formula issues which are often justified as they help explain the history of the various services. 
 

Another sideline is where the stationery was issued 

to provide a service on which the postage was free 

provided this stationery was used - common 

examples are forces issues especially postcards 

and air letter cards issued during the wars and also 

PoW mail. 
 

I illustrate both sides of a reply PoW lettersheet ï 

just the top portion as the item is too large for my 

scanner. 
 

A more weird example occurs in a New Zealand 

catalogue which lists Honey Seals, where an 

impression was printed onto the honey pot top to 

indicate a levy had been paid. (The corresponding 

adhesive stamps are sometimes also listed in NZ 

catalogues.) Other fiscal usages of postal 

stationery can also be mentioned. 
 

No doubt members can think of other examples! 

 

Adrian Parker 

 

 
 

If you have a query about any 
postal stationery item why not 

write in to see if any other 
member can throw some light 

on the subject?  
Copy Dates:  
1st January  for the February issue  
1st April  for the May issue  
1st July   for the August issue  
1st October  for the November issue  

 

THE POSTAL STATIONERY 

SOCIETY JOURNAL  
 

DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENTS  
 are welcome at the following rates per 

issue:  
   

 A4  full page   £80 
   half page   £40 
        quarter page        £20 

Please contact the Editor  
(Details on p2) 
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The 150th Anniversary of the founding of the Royal Philatelic Society took place in Stockholm in May and I was 

fortunately able to visit for most of the 5 days of the exhibition. I have to say I thought this one of the best exhibitions I have 

been to. The layout was spread over 4 floors of the Waterfront Exhibition Centre situated in the centre of the city. The main 

attraction  had to be the exhibits which in most cases were amazing and of the highest quality. Competitive and non-competitive 

entries was restricted to members and fellows of the Royal and it was obvious that many had put in a significant effort in 

putting on display some of the finest quality material and exhibits for the occasion.  

The Waterfront Centre  
 

The main exhibition floor hosted the majority of the dealers and a range of exhibits comprising the Postal Stationery 

class, Traditional, Revenue and non competitive displays. Other classes comprising Postal History, Aerophilately, Thematic and 

Open classes as well as a few Picture Postcard exhibits were located on the lower ground floor where most of the seminar 

rooms were situated.  

The Royalôs own stand was located at a mid floor level and included an exhibition of literature of Crawford Medal 

winners through the years which displayed numerous very rare and important books; the RPSL Philatelic collection exhibition 

as well as an anniversary display by the President. There was also a reading room where the literature entries could be 

reviewed.  

One of the other attractions was the vast range of meetings and seminars that took place throughout the 5 days. You 

could have spent the whole time going from meeting room to meeting room listening and learning from other collectors and 

experts! Personally I attend 5 seminars and on the whole found them very instructive and entertaining. The majority were trying 

to help exhibitors try and improve their own work. I suppose this was when I suddenly realised how serious people take the 

whole process of competitive exhibiting - probably have to up my own game now! 

The overall quality of the exhibits can be seen from the fact the Jury awarded a total of 70 Large Gold medals and 96 

SECRETARYôS NOTES - AUGUST 2019 
Stockholmia 2019  
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Gold Medals, the highest I think for an international 

exhibition. The most subscribed class was Postal History  

followed by Traditional Philately. The Postal Stationery 

class had 15 entries ranging from 1 frame, 5 frames and 8 

frames.  

As far as I can tell only two of the stationery class 

exhibitors are members of our Society: Jaiswal Sandeep 

who won a Large Gold medal for his superb display of 

British India Queen Victoria Postal Stationery and myself 

being awarded a Large Vermeil for my 5 frames for The 

Registered Envelopes of Barbados.  

Two other large golds were awarded for displays of 

the First Period of Swedish Postal Stationery and Qajar 

Postal Stationery, Persia 1876-1925. 4 large golds were 

awarded for stationery displays of El Salvador, Mexico, 

Austria and Finland.  

It is difficult to show many examples of the superb 

material on display, partly because of the problems with 

light reflection but I had to illustrate this superb QV 1d pink 

sto advertising envelope which was in fact in a thematic 

display! Also shown below are 3 KGVI used POW cards 

from an exhibit on Japanese Occupation of the Far East 

which won a large gold in the postal history class.  

I also like this page with 2 used pictorial Mulready 

caricatures.  

I did take the Friday morning off from the exhibition 

to visit Old Town Stockholm and visited the Cathedral and 

the Royal Palace. Despite the crowds, it was very enjoyable. 

Best of all I also found myself in the front row for the 

changing of the guard at the palace which involved a long 

ceremony with numerous soldiers in blue uniforms as well 

as a mounted band playing wide variety of music.  

After the exhibition closed on Sunday lunchtime, I 

managed to drag myself to the Postal Museum in Old Town. 

Very interesting with a range vehicles, TPOs, large displays 

and all the stamps issued by Sweden in pull-out frames as 

well as a good display of post boxes.  

To close I thought it 

was a very good 

exhibition, excellent 

displays, well laid out 

and with a large range 

o f  i n t e r e s t i n g 

seminars throughout 

the days. As for 

S t o c k h o l m ,  a 

delightful city as a 

first time visitor. I 

didnôt think it was too 

expensive probably 

10% higher than here 

but then I didnôt buy 

any alcohol! Would 

like to go back to explore Sweden a bit 

more sometime. I also learnt a lot from 

studying other peoplesô displays and the 

way they write them up. The other thing, 

as a place, it is going cashless with cards 

being used for even the smallest items. 

The small coffee shop I used each day 

only took cards, no cash, which was fine 

except Lloyds Bank charged me extra 

fees for currency and non standard 

charge every time, which did add a bit to 

the price of my lattes!! 

 

 
Neil Sargent  

Secretary & Auctioneer  
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Careful examination of the instruction boxes on New 

Zealand newspaper wrappers has revealed more varieties 

than those recorded in the work of Robert Samuel. Seven 

of the current 26 boxes have varieties which have not been 

previously recorded. Over 260 wrappers were scanned and 

compared at high magnification. Nineteen of the boxes were 

found to have absolutely identical boxes on all copies that 

were examined. The varieties of the remaining seven are 

illustrated below. In all cases other differences were also 

observed. Only the differences which are considered easy to 

use for identification purposes are shown. All illustrations 

in this article are shown at 400 %. 

 
 

1907 
The 1907 KEVII wrapper, FB4a, has two different settings 

for the instruction box. The vertical reference line is on the 

right of the vertical of N. 
 

1907a 
 

1907b 
 

 

 

 

1920 
The 1920 Dominion design wrapper, FB9a, comes with two 

settings of the instruction box. This same instruction box 

was also used for the 1931 King George V Admirals Hat, 

FC3a, newspaper wrapper.   

 

On 1920a the frame line above ñpeò is almost straight 

whereas on 1920b it has waves. 

1920a 

 

 

1920b 
 

1923 
The 1923 KEVII newspaper wrapper, FB11a, was printed 

with a modified instruction box which occurs in two 

different settings. This same instruction box was also used 

for the 1923 KGV wrapper, FC1a, and the 1924 KGV 

wrapper, FC2a. The vertical reference line is at the tip of 

the right arm of Y. The distance between the base lines of 

the first and second line of text is 5.0mm on setting 1923a 

and 4.7mm on setting 1923b. 

1923a ï exists on FB11a and FC2a (probably exists on 

FC1a) 

1923b ï exists on FC1a and FC2a (probably exists on 

FB11a) 

NEW ZEALAND INSTRUCT ION BOXES ON NEWSPAPER 
WRAPPERS              Jan Kosniowski 
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1949 
The May 1949 KGVI straight line instruction box wrapper, 

FE3a, has been found with three different settings. Vertical 

reference lines are on the left sides of h, p and i. This is 

perhaps the setting most difficult to differentiate. 

 

1949a 
 

1949b 

1949c 
 

1953 
The 1953 instruction box for the 1½d QE2 wrapper, FF1a, 

exists with three different settings. In the illustrations the 

vertical reference line is on the left side of i. 

 1953a                1953b                 1953c 

1959 
Sometime about 1959/1960 the box for the 2d QE2 

wrapper, FF5a, was modified to one with text in a sans-

serif typestyle and produced in two different settings. The 

vertical reference line is positioned on the left side of the 

vertical of Y. 

1959a 

1959b 
 

1961 
Finally, the very next QE2 wrapper, FF6a, to be issued, 

when the postage rate was increased to 2½d in 1961, is 

another instance with two settings. 

1961a 

1961b 
 

BIBLIOGRAPHY:  

New Zealand Postal Stationery Catalogue Part 3, by R D 

Samuel, 1992 

The Postage Stamps of New Zealand Volume IX, by Robert 

Samuel, edited by B G Vincent, 2006 
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It is now (2019) 28 years since Belarus declared its 

independence from the Soviet Union. Apart from the 

information compiled by Yuri Vasiliev about surcharges in 

the Minsk Voblastsô at: 

http://home.nestor.minsk.by/ph/belarus/00.html  

there seems to be no adequate catalogue listing of the 

provisional surcharges applied to Belarusian postal 

stationery in the interim period between independence and 

1995.  This is an attempt to formulate a listing in catalogue 

style. 

The list is given in order of the type of surcharge to 

make identification easier.  The location of origin of each of 

the examples is given for reference.  The types only are 

listed rather than the franking value of each type, except 

where the currency moves from Kopeks to Rubles.  I have 

an XL file containing details of 1,910 different surcharges 

listed by town, type, colour, sub-type, text, identifying 

features, first and last known usage. A full listing giving 

each value of each type would take up many, many more 

pages.  This is therefore an initial listing made in an attempt 

to identify and distinguish from each other as many of the 

different types of surcharge which were in use as would be 

possible. 

Town, raion (raen) and oblastô (voblastsô) names are 

given in both their Russian and Belarusian versions 

transliterated into Roman script, Russian version first, e.g. 

Gomelô / Homelô.  Russian is listed first here as most 

postmarks in this period used Russian only versions of the 

town names. 

From research done by myself and others, it is 

evident that the surcharging was done on a local basis, with 

different post offices in the same small town often having 

very different surcharges of the same value.  There was 

however obviously some overall direction at Voblastsô level 

as shown by the use of Type 7 Row-of-numbers surcharges 

which are restricted almost exclusively to the Brest 

Voblastsô and the Type 3A and 3B horizontally aligned 

Rectangle-in-octagon surcharges which are confined to the 

city of Minsk. See: 

http://www.stampboards.com/viewtopic.phpf=17&t=30222.  
All examples are printed in black ink unless noted 

otherwise.  Black includes the black-violet shade produced 

by under-inking from e.g. inking pads. 

Violet is ink which is deliberately violet in colour, 

not under-inked black. 
 

Type 1  Pentagon -in-Octagon  
Type 2         Pentagon -only  
Type 3  Rectangle -in-Octagon  
Type 4  Vertical -Single -Rectangle  
Type 5  Rectangle -in-Rectangle  
Type 6  Frameless -Rectangular  
Type 7  Row-of -Numbers  
Type 8  Adapted Soviet Meter Marks  
Type 9  Adapted Belarusian Meter Marks  
Type 10  TP Marks  
Type 11  Adapted Postage Due Cachets  
Type 12  Non-numeric Types  
Type 13  Manuscript Paid Marks  

Type 1:  Pentagon -in-Octagon  

Octagonal outer frame.   
Pentagonal inner frame with point at top.  
Plain star at top between the frames.  
ñʇʆʏʊɸò in Russian down the left hand side 

 between the frames  
 

Earlier  sub-types have ñCCCPò down the right hand side 

Later  sub-types have ñʇʆʐʊɸò down the right hand side 
 

Earlier sub-types have a ñShort pentagonò:  The bottom 

line of the pentagon is level with the centre of the lowest 

letters in the outer text. 

Later sub-types have a ñLong pentagonò:  The bottom line 

of the pentagon is set underneath the level of the bottom of 

the lowest letters in the outer text. 
 

Earlier sub-types have in the centre the value expressed as 

a number over ñʢʦʧò. 

Later  sub-types have a number over ñʨʫʙò over ñʢʦʧò 

Even later sub-types have  

EITHER 

 a number over ñʨʫʙò with a space instead of a 

 number over ñʢʦʧò  

OR 

 a number over ñʨʫʙò filling the pentagon with no 

 space underneath. 
 

NB: The changes in the right hand text, the length of the 

pentagon and the way the value is expressed did not take 

place at the same time in different locations. 

BELARUS PROVISIONAL SURCHARGES:  Part 1        Ron Hogg 

Type 1A   
ñCCCPò down right hand side. 

between the frames.  Machine printed 

 

 

 

 

Type 1Aa 

Short pentagon  

 

Example:  Dzerzhinsk / 

Dziarzhynsk  

 

Type 1Ab 

 

 

 Type 1Ab I 

Long pentagon 

 

 

Number over ñʢʦʧò 

 

Example:  Dzerzhinsk / 

Dziarzhynsk  

http://home.nestor.minsk.by/ph/belarus/00.html
http://www.stampboards.com/viewtopic.php?f=17&t=30222
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Type 2:  Pentagon only  

  Pentagonal frame  
  Number over currency    
  without additional text  
 

A simplification or imitation of the pentagon-in-octagon 

design, using only the pentagon. 

The type seems to be the centre part of a pentagon-in-an-

octagon with the potentially embarrassing Soviet star and 

ñCCCPò removed (and also the Russian ñʇʆʏʊɸò). 

 

Type 1Ab 

 

 

 Type 1Ab 

II  

Long pentagon 

 

 

Number over ñʨʫʙò over 

number over ñʢʦʧò 

 

Example: Mogilev / 

Mahileu 

  

 

 

Type 1AA 

 

 

  

ñCCCPò down right hand 

side between the frames 

Hand stamped 

 

As Type 1Ab II but hand 

stamped in violet, no 

ñʢʦʧò 
 

Example: Grodno / 

Hrodna  

Type 1B  
 ñʇʆʐʊɸò down right hand side. 

between the frames.  Machine printed.  

  

 

 

Type 1Ba 

 

Long pentagon   

 

Number over ñʢʦʧò 

 

Example:  Borisov / 

Barysau  

 

  

 

 

 Type 1Bb 

Long pentagon 

 

Number over ñʨʫʙò over 

number over ñʢʦʧò 

 

Example: Vitebsk / 

Vitsebsk  

  

 

 

Type 1Bc 

Long pentagon 

 

Number over ñʨʫʙò over 

space 

 

Example: Krichev / 

Krychau  

  

 

 

Type 1Bd 

Long pentagon 

 

Number over ñʨʫʙò with 

no space 

 

Example: Grodno / 

Hrodna  

 

 

 

Type 1C  

 Double frame.  Two long pentagons in an 

octagon. 

Two plain stars at top, ñʇʆʐʊɸò down 

right hand side between the frames. 

Made by combining a Type 1Ba and a Type 

1Bd die into a single cliché. 

Machine printed. 

  

 

 

Type 1Ca 

Ruble value at left, 

Kapeiki value at right 
 

All of the frame lines 

of the pentagons are 

still intact. 
  

Example:  Krupki / 

Krupki  

 

Type 1Cb 

 

 

  

Kapeiki value at left, 

Ruble value at right. 

The right hand side 

of the left hand 

pentagon and the left 

hand side of the right 

hand pentagon have 

both been removed. 

Example:  

Pukovichi / 

Pukhavitski  

Type 2 Pentagon only. Handstamped. 

 

Type 2 

Centre of Type 1 

Pentagon-in-Octagon 

surcharge. 
 

Number and currency 

only. 
 

Example:  Vitebsk / 

Vitsebsk  


