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The Postal Stationery Society Journal   EDITOR: John H. Barker  
 

The Journal is published four times a year and distributed free to members.  Contributions for publication in the Journal should 
be sent to the Editor, John H Barker, 35, Portia Avenue, Shirley, Solihull. B90 2NW.   

                or via Email: johnhbarker@btinternet.com  
Articles on any aspect of postal stationery are welcomed.  Items for illustration should be good quality colour scans 
or photocopies or should be sent to the Editor for scanning. 
 
© Copyright of the contents of the Postal Stationery Society Journal, in any format (printed or electronic) belongs to 
the Postal Stationery Society (U.K.) and the author of the work concerned.  Copyright of some images may belong 
to third parties.  In all instances written consent of the Editor should be obtained before an item is copied for 
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 Society Calendar  

Saturday April 4th  2020 at the Royal Philatelic 
Society, London at their new premises:  15 Abchurch 
Lane, London EC4N 7BW. starting at 10.30 am and 
finishing at approx. 4.00 pm. 
Sandeep Jaiswal will give his Large Gold medal 
exhibit of Indian Postal Stationery supported by his 
exhibit of Indian States Stationery. 
This will be followed by the Societyôs óOne Sheetô 
Competition.  The session after lunch will be for 
membersô displays. 
 

Sunday May 3rd 2020 2.00pm meeting to be held at 
the London 2020 Exhibition at the Business Design 

Centre in Islington, 52 Upper Street, London N1 0QH . 
Details are to  be found on page 4 of this Journal.  
 

Wednesday 6th May 10.00am - 6.00pm. at the 
London 2020 Exhibition at the Business Design 
Centre in Islington, 52 Upper Street, London N1 0QH  
The Society will have a table (along with several other 
Societies) in a large meeting room off the Gallery 
Level. 
 

Saturday 13th June 2020 Swinpex. Members 
Displays. St Josephôs Lower School, Octal Way, 
Swindon SN3 2LR. 2.00pm - 4.00pm. Please bring 
along something from your collection. 

 

 

 

What interests you about Postal Stationery? What got you started collecting Postal Stationery? 
We are a Society of like minded members.  You are not on your own!   

Let your interest capture the minds of other philatelists - let them share your interest. 
Encourage them to join the Postal Stationery Society or at least find out more by visiting the 

website: 

www.postalstationery.org.uk  

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2020 WERE DUE ON 1st JANUARY  
 

Thank you to all those members who paid their subscriptions on time. 

If you have not  paid your subscription for 2020 please do not delay payment; details of how to pay your 

subscription are to be found on your renewal notice enclosed with  the November Journal. 
 

Prompt payment helps the smooth running of the Society. 

mailto:gbpopos@gmail.com
mailto:johnhbarker@btinternet.com
http://www.postalstationery.org.uk
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CHAIRMANôS CHAT - FEBRUARY 2020 
As these articles are intended in part to provoke 

discussion, it was pleasing to see a response in the 

November Journal even though I thought I had made it clear 

that none of the items discussed in the August Chat came 

under the official definition of postal stationery. 

As to fiscal uses of postal stationery, the only 

postcard from Sirmoor was overprinted with ñCourt Feeò 

for use as a revenue stamp. (See e.g. Deschl: Indian States 

Postal Stationery.) In addition the stamp impressions on 

several New Zealand postal stationery items bear the 

inscription ñPostage and Revenueò (see examples below) 

and so could presumably be used as a revenue stamp - 

perhaps as a cut-out or (remembering A P Herbertôs The 

Negotiable Cow!) to allow the writing of a cheque on the 

item. 

In particular the stamp die on the telegraph form 

only occurs on this item so the reference to ñRevenueò is 

deliberate ï it is not that the engraver blindly copied the 

corresponding adhesive stamp. 

Adrian Parker 
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Forthcoming Events: 
 

Saturday 4th April.  We welcome Sandeep 

Jaiswal who will give his Large Gold Medal 

exhibit of Indian Postal Stationery and his exhibit 

of Indian States Stationery.  Sandeep is coming 

over from the U.S.A.  especially for this meeting 

which will be a great opportunity  for members to 

see his display.   This will be followed by the One 

Sheet Competition and members displays. 

Full details of this and other meetings will be 

found in your Programme which was sent out 

with the November 2019 Journal. 
 

LONDON 2020 
The society has been privileged to be invited to 

put on a display at London 2020 on the 150th 

Anniversary  of the Postcard and Wrapper.  
We hope that as many members as possible will 

be able to come and see this display and as a 

further incentive, we have a meeting room 

reserved at London 2020 for a meeting on 

SUNDAY 3rd MAY at 2.00pm. 

We are hoping that it will be successful meeting 

and are especially keen to invite overseas 

members to bring displays and give a brief talk. 

To enable us to fit in membersô displays, please 

could you let the Secretary know  if you would 

like to participate. 

 

HELP REQUIRED:  
Throughout the week a table or cabinet will be 

available within the display area which we would 

like to be manned by members as much as 

possible over the week. Volunteers are therefore 

needed. Please could you let the Secretary know 

when you would be available to help.   

On Wednesday 6th May we have a table booked 

in the special Society room which must be 

manned all day we need a few volunteers who 

could perhaps spare an hour of their time.  Please 

let the Secretary know if you are able to help. 
  

Deputy Chairman.  At present the Society does 

not have a Deputy Chairman. The Committee 

would welcome any member who would like to 

join  them to take on this position.  The Society 

can only function through the participation of  its 

members who give some of their time for the 

benefit of us all. If you are able to help the 

Society in any way, please contact the Secretary. 
  

Editorôs Note: 

I would like to distribute the May issue of the 

Journal in time for members to receive their copy 

before London 2020.  To enable me to do this I 

need to bring the copy date forward to Saturday 

14th March 2020. If you have an article or news 

item etc., please could you send it to me as soon 

as possible.  

SECRETARYôS NOTES - FEBRUARY 2020 

INTERNATIONAL STAMP EXHIBITION - LONDON 2020 
Keep up to Date visit www.london2020.co  

 

INTERNATIONAL STAMP EXHIBITION - LONDON 2020 
Keep up to Date visit  www.london2020.co  

Editorôs Note: Last year I sent copy of the FIP Postal Stationery Commission News Letter to those 

members whose email address is on our membership file.  The January 2020 issue is now available and 

members can access this at:  www.postalstationery.org   
 This website provides a host of other useful information and for those who are unfamiliar with it, this site is well worth a visit. 

I will not be sending this newsletter out as previously as members can download it directly from the above site.  Should you 

have any problems doing this, please contact me at: johnhbarker@btinternet.com and I will email you a copy. 

INTERNATIONAL STAMP EXHIBITION - LONDON 2020 
Keep up to date visit www.london2020.co  

http://www.postalstationery.org
http://www.london2020.co
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Type 8 Adapted Soviet Meter Marks  

        
Octagonal outer frame.   
Rectangular inner frame.  
Star with hammer and sickle on it in 
negative at top between the frames.  
ñʇʆʏʊɸò in Russian down the left hand side 
between the frames.  
ñʉʉʉʈò down the right hand side between 
the frames.  
ñʂʆʇò in capitals at the bottom between the 
frames.  
Value in the rectangle.  
 

Some sub-types have a square centre, some a rectangle 

taller than it is wide. 

Some sub-types have a stop after ñʂʆʇò ï some have no 

stop. 

Some sub-types have the value set vertically, some have it 

horizontally 

The height and length of the die varies considerably 
 

Most of these were machine printed using franking 

machines with a standard Soviet meter mark with the town 

mark and slogan mark removed, leaving only the frank 

mark.  Extra surcharges are therefore sometimes found 

inverted at the bottom left of the envelope. 

 

BELARUS PROVISIONAL SURCHARGES:  Part 3           Ron Hogg 

Type 8A 
Square centre, point after ñʂʆʇò 

Machine printed  

 

Type 8Aa

  

26 x 31.5 mm 

 

Example:  Minsk / Minsk 

Vasiliev calls this a ñStamp 

machine surchargeò rather 

than a ñMeter machine 

surchargeò  

 

 

Type 8Ab 

26.5 x 31 mm 

Example:  Minsk / Minsk 

Vasiliev calls this a ñStamp 

machine surchargeò rather 

than a ñMeter machine 

surchargeò. 

He types it as a sub-type of  

the rectangle-in-octagon 

type rather than with 

adapted-Soviet-meter-marks  

Type 8B 

Rectangular centre 

No point after ñʂʆʇò 

Numbers set vertically 

Machine printed  

 
Type 8Ba

  

   

24 x 36 mm 

 

Example:  

Molodechno / 

Malazdechna  

 Type 8Bb 

 

25 x 34 mm 

 

Example:  

Molodechno / 

Malazdechna  

 Type 8Bc 

25 x 35 mm 

 

Example:  Smolevichi / 

Smaliavichy  

 Type 8Bd 

26 x 33 mm 

 

Example:  Smolevichi / 

Smaliavichy  

 Type 8Be 

25 x 36 mm 

 

Example:  Minsk / 

Minsk 

 

NB: Not listed by 

Vasiliev  
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Type 9 Adapted Belarusian Meter Marks  

 

Octagonal outer frame.   
Rectangular inner frame.  
ñʇʆʐʊɸò in Belaussian or a ñĿò at the top 
between the frames.  
ñɹɽʃɸʈʋʉʔò or ñʇʆʐʊɸò down the left 
hand side between the frames.  
ñBELARUSôò or ñɹɽʃɸʈʋʉʔò down the 
right hand side between the frames.  
ñʈʋɹò in capitals at the bottom between the 
frames.  
Value in the rectangle.  
 

Some sub-types have an apostrophe after the 
Roman script version of ñBELARUSò, others do 
not 
 

The height and length of the die varies 
millimetrically in the range 26-27 x 34-36 mm 
Machine printed. 
 

 

Type 10 TP Marks  

Regular ñTPò Taxe Per­ue cachets used to 
acknowledge full payment of postal charges on an 
item. 
Surcharged onto envelopes in advance of sale to 
uprate items with postage already paid at a previous 
lower rate or to create pre-stamped items on 
formulars. 
 

NB: Some of this type may well have had the TP mark 
applied after the item was handed over the counter to 
the clerk for posting.  Such items are not strictly 
speaking surcharged postal stationery items.  In many 
cases it is virtually impossible to tell whether an item 
was pre-stamped before sale or whether it was 
cacheted after it had left the sender and had already 
entered the postal system. 
 

Most examples have a boxed cachet with a single line 
containing three dashes, a small ñPò for Rubles, three 
more dashes, a small ñKò for Kapeiki and the large 
letters ñTPò.  The value of the Rubles and Kapeiki is 
entered in manuscript. 

Type 8C 
Square centre, ñʂʆʇò removed 

Machine printed  

 
Type 8C

  

 

26 X 29 mm 

 

Example:  Slutsk / 

Slutsk 

Type 9A 
With apostrophe after ñBELARUSò 

Machine printed  

 

Type 9A

  

 

With apostrophe 

 

Example:  Minsk / 

Minsk 

Type 9B 
Without apostrophe after ñBELARUSò 

Machine printed  

 

Type 9B

  

 

Without apostrophe 

 

Example:  Minsk / Minsk 

Type C 

  ñǒò at the top, ñʇʆʐʊɸ ɹɽʃɸʈʋʉʔò 

down the sides 

Machine printed  

 

Type 9C

  

 

 

 ñǒò at the top 

 

Example:  Gomelô / 

Homelô 
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A sub-type has the value in typeset letters in the 
spaces. 
A sub-type has the text in the order ñTPò, space, 
ñʨʫʙ.ò, space, ñʢʦʧ.ò. 
A sub-type has ñʎʝʥʘò (Price) instead of ñTPò at 
the front. 
 

All are hand stamped. 

 

Type 11 Adapted Postage Due Cachets  

Standard Soviet elliptical postage due cachets adapted for 

use as provisional surcharges. 

The standard design has an ellipse within an ellipse.  The 

space between the ellipses has ñɼʆʇʃɸʊʀʊʔò (To Pay) at 

the top and the name of the delivery post office at the 

bottom.  The amount to be charged due is written in the 

central ellipse in manuscript. 
 

These were used in some towns in both Belarus and 

Ukraine for provisional surcharging.  The manuscript value is 

therefore written in the ellipse in the despatch rather than 

the delivery post office. 
 

Some have the usage clarified by the alteration in 

manuscript of ñɼʆʇʃɸʊʀʊʔò (To Pay) to 

ñɼʆʇʃɸʏɽʅʆò (Paid). 

Type 12 Non-numeric Types  

Some envelopes had markings applied to show that 

the full postage rate had been paid, without 

necessarily stating what the payment actually was. 
 

Most of these were in manuscript (see Type 13), but 

Type 12 is for markings indicating payment, which 

unlike Types 10 (TP cachets) and 11 (Postage Due 

cachets) do not have the price included either in type 

or in manuscript. 

Type 10A 
ñTPò at the end, manuscript value 

Hand stamped  

 

Type 10Aa

  

No stops after ñPò and 

ñKò 

Example:  Bobruisk / 

Babruisk   

 

Type 10Ab 

Stops after ñPò and ñKò 

Example:  Rechitsa / 

Rechytsa   

Type 10B 
ñTPò at the end, typeset value 

Hand stamped  

 

Type 10B

  

 No stops after ñPò and 

ñKò 

Example:  Baranovichi / 

Baranavichy  

Type 10C 
ñTPò at the front, manuscript value 

Hand stamped  

 

Type 10C

  

 Stops after ñʨʫʙò and 

ñʢʦʧò 

 

Example:  Minsk / Mink

   

Type 10D 

ñʎʝʥʘò (Price) at the front, manuscript 

value 

Hand stamped  

 

Type 10D

  

 No stops after lower case 

ñʨò and ñʢò 

Example:  Osipovichi / 

Asipovichy    

Type 11A 

Unaltered postage due cachet, value in 

manuscript 

Hand stamped  

 

Type  

11A  

 ñɼʆʇʃɸʊʀʊʔò at 

top, name of town at 

bottom, value in 

manuscript 

 

Example:  

ñʄʆʊʓʂɸʃʓò = 

Motykaly / Matykaly 

Type 11B 

Amended postage due cachet, 

amendment and value in manuscript 

Hand stamped  

 

Type  11B

  

 ñɼʆʇʃɸʊʀʊʔò at top 

altered to 

ñɼʆʇʃɸʏɽʅʆò in 

manuscript 

Name of town at bottom, 

value in manuscript 
 

Example:  

ñɹɽʃʆɺɽɾʉʂʀʁò = 

Belovezhskii / 

Belavezhski   
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ñʆʇʃɸʏɽʅʆò (Paid) cachets were used in Ukraine 

and Kazakhstan, and Estonian language paid cachets 

were used in Estonia, but the only non-numeric non-

manuscript cachet found for Belarus is one with the 

text ñʅʆɺɸʗ ʎɽʅɸò (New Price) in Russian. 

Type 13 Manuscript Paid Marks  

Some envelopes had markings applied to show that 

the full postage rate had been paid. 
 

Most of these were in manuscript but some (see Type 

12) are typeset cachets. 
 

Most manuscript markings are variants containing 

some such text as ñʆʇʃɸʏɽʅʆò (Paid), often 

initialled by the Post Office clerk.  Others, however, 

are just numbers. 

There are a large number of examples with manuscript 

text as well as numerals.  These need studying in some 

detail but were applied at individual post offices at need 

and are impossible to type in the same way as the 

examples of machine and manuscript types listed 

previously. 

This series of three articles has been compiled by Ron 

Hogg ï fuller information about Belarusian postal 

stationery in his own and some other peopleôs 

collections is available on the Stampboards website 

at: 

ht tp:/ /www.stampboards.com/viewtopic.php?

f=17&t=30222   
  

Thanks for information to Ian Billings : 

http:/ /www.norphi l .co.uk/fsu_postal_history/

Former_Soviet_Union_Postal_History.htm 
 

Information compiled by Yuri Vasiliev  about 

surcharges in the Minsk / Minsk Voblastsô is available 

in great detail at: 

http://home.nestor.minsk.by/ph/belarus/00.html 
 

My thanks also to Michael Padwee, who published 

Interim Report via a photocopier in the early post-

Soviet days and who has a lot of information in A 

Prelimary Guide to the Provisional Postal Markings 

of Belarus, October 1991 to December 1993, self-

published in 1995. 
 

Thanks also go to Niall Murphy , compiler of the 

m a r v e l l o u s l y  p r o f i c i e n t  h t t p : / /

www.moldovastamps.org/ about Moldovan stamps 

and stationery and also http://www.pmrstamps.org/ 

about Pridnestrian Moldovan stamps and stationery. 
 

Acknowledgements also to ñVasiaò who made some 

valuable contributions to the Stampboards Belarusian 

thread.  And to Carsten Alsleben, who helped to 

identify the origin of some of the surcharges here, 

distinguishing similar Ukrainian from Belarusian 

examples.  Carsten is intending to publish an article in 

German about the provisional postal stationery of 

Belarus, but it has not yet appeared. 
 

For more information about the meter stamps used 

during this period see the work by Joel Hawkins and 

Richard Stambaugh: 

h t t p : / / e n . w i k i b o o k s . o r g / w i k i /

International_Postage_Meter_Stamp_Catalog/Belarus 

Type 12 
ñʅʆɺɸʗ ʎɽʅɸò (New Price) 

Hand stamped  

 

Type  12

  

 

ñʅʆɺɸʗ ʎɽʅɸò 

   

Example:  Cherikov / 

Cherykau   

Type 13 
Numerals with no other text 

Manuscript  

 

Type  13

  

Kopek values with 

leading zero  

  

Example:  Bolôshie 

Motykaly / Vialikiia 

Matykaly   

Russian Belarusian English 

      

ʇʆʏʊɸ ʇʆʐʊɸ Post(s) 

CCCP CCCP USSR 

ʢʦʧ ʢʘʧ Kop(eks), 

Kapeiki 

ʨʫʙ ʨʫʙ Rub(le) 

ʈʝʩʧʫʙʣʠʢʘ ʈʝʩʧʫʙʣiʢʘ Republic 

ɹʝʣʘʨʫʩʴ ɹʝʣʘʨʫʩʴ Belarus 

ʨʘʡʦʥ ʨʘʸʥ District 

ʦʙʣʘʩʪʴ ʚʦʙʣʘʩʮʴ Province 

http://www.stampboards.com/viewtopic.php?f=17&t=30222
http://www.stampboards.com/viewtopic.php?f=17&t=30222
http://www.norphil.co.uk/fsu_postal_history/Former_Soviet_Union_Postal_History.htm
http://www.norphil.co.uk/fsu_postal_history/Former_Soviet_Union_Postal_History.htm
http://home.nestor.minsk.by/ph/belarus/00.html
http://www.moldovastamps.org/
http://www.moldovastamps.org/
http://www.pmrstamps.org/
http://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/International_Postage_Meter_Stamp_Catalog/Belarus
http://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/International_Postage_Meter_Stamp_Catalog/Belarus
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The airgraph story is an innovation that utilized the 

microfilming of special message forms and then storing them on 

film rolls. The British Post Office entered into an agreement with 

the American Eastman Kodak Company in 1940 using the 

Recordak system for the microfilming. One role of film could 

store a very large number of forms. The film rolls were then 

transported by air to their destinations. On receipt at the 

destination the forms were developed onto thin photographic paper 

some 4 to 5 inches in size and delivered by the post office or the 

army post office in mostly window envelopes. The original forms 

were destroyed by the post office once confirmation of the 

airgraph delivery had been received. This enabled an easing of the 

flight logistics during World War II, in that many personal 

messages could be quickly and cheaply transferred by airmail 

using up very little space in the aircraft. The service was available 

in large areas of the British Empire involved in military 

operations. A similar system operated in the USA as V-mail. 

The first airgraphs were used for the troops in the Middle 

East in April 1941 and the service ran until 31st July, 1945¹.  A 

charge was levied for the service which was cheaper for military 

addresses versus civilian addresses. Later the service became free 

for military personnel. The fees were usually met by the use of 

adhesive stamps. The unstamped airgraph collecting field is 

comprehensive and very popular. 

The use of prestamped airgraph forms is limited to very 

few countries. In this case I am only dealing with prestamped 

forms with indicia involving Ceylon, India and Great Britain. 

Other types, such as those of Palestine with a circular prepayment 

mark, are not covered in this article. Nevertheless the illustrated 

airgraphs of Palestine, Fig. 1 , are very popular and attractive. 

Like stamped telegram forms the stamped airgraph forms can only 

be collected unused in their original form as the forms bearing the 

indicia were destroyed after delivery of the message. Some 

clandestine used examples are known. 

The Ceylon prestamped airgraphs are not listed in Higgins 

& Gage but Wayne Menuz of the UPSS prepared a listing of the 

then known prestamped airgraphs². The first airgraph form 

appeared in 1942 for military use and is printed in grey with two 

10 c. stamp indicia. The stamp indicia being taken from the same 

design for stamped postcards and envelopes; these being printed in 

red. The instructions on the reverse is in black, Fig.  2 .  

Somewhat later a version with the stamp indicia side in 

blue appeared, Fig. 3 , the reverse on the message side remaining 

black. 1944 Saw the issue of a Christmas illustrated version. 

PRESTAMPED AIRGRAPHS - AN OVERVIEW         John Jennison 

Fig. 1  

Fig. 2  

Fig. 3  
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Finally in 1944 a form for civilian use was issued with five 

imprinted blue 10 c. indicia, Fig.  4 .  
This form is also known with illustrated Christmas 

Greetings. All these forms are scarce to rare with the second issue 

being the most obtainable. The final civilian form was at the time 

of the USPSS article ² only known in two examples. 

 

India  issued four prestamped airgraphs starting December 

1943. Although these are mentioned in Higgins & Gage they are 

more fully catalogued in Neurgaonkar³. The first form was 

prestamped with an impressed 3 a. violet die. The example shown, 

Fig. 5 , was postmarked Peshawar 23rd August 1945, which 

missed the official airgraph service by about three weeks. It had 

been sent airmail through the normal post to Francis Field, the well 

known aerophilatelist dealer in Sutton Coldfield, England. The 

message was fascinating; it was sent from a colonel in the North 

West Frontier Post enquiring about Austrian 1918 proofs, errors 

and aviation labels. Even during conflicts the philatelist still 

maintains his hobby! Often these forms could be used to send 

illustrated greetings as in the unsent form sending 1944 Christmas 

Greetings from South Eastern Asia Command as depicted in Fig. 
6.  

At the end of 1943 the form was increased to 8 a. using a 

deep purple embossed indicia. A year later the form was reduced 

to 4 a.. To avoid the expense of creating a new embossed die the 

old stock of 3 a. airgraphs was either uprated with an additional 1 

a. adhesive stamp or an embossed one Anna die imprinted, which 

of course existed having been used for the stamped envelopes. 

Both these are shown in Fig.  7 .  
Shortly after in 1945 the existing 8 a. airgraph was 

overprinted 4 a. as shown in Fig. 8 . This latter form is rare with 

only a few examples known to date. The other Indian airgraphs 

can be obtained without too much difficulty. 

Great Britain had introduced the airgraph service in 1941 

but all the forms were unstamped. However in  October 1944 a 

Christmas greetings form, Fig. 9 , was issued with an impressed 

3d. violet indicium identical to the one used for the Far East 

Prisoner of War Air Mail postcard. This prestamped airgraph is 

fairly common. In Fig. 10 the firm of Francis Field added an 

illustration of bombers distributing paper fliers ï certainly an 

interesting advertising campaign so near to the end of the war.  

This short summary of the available prestamped airgraphs 

known to me may wet oneôs appetite to collect this obscure area. It 

represents again innovation during the war years and of course is 

unique to the George VI collecting area. 

All illustrations are from my collection. 
 

[Editorôs Note: All illustrations are reduced in size. Figs 3,4 & 5 have had 

some blank area cropped from the bottom in order to fit the page]  

Fig. 4  

Fig. 5  

Fig. 6  


