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Society Calendar

Pl ease read the Secretaryds Notes
schedule of meetings for 2020.

Friday 10th April : bids for the Postal Auction to be received by the auctioneer by 12.00
noon.
Please be aware that the postal services in many countries may well be operating a
reduced service. ALLOW EXTRA TIME FOR YOUR BIDS TO REACH THE AUCTIONEER

Saturday 10th October : Meeting and Auction at the Royal Philatelic Society, London.
A decision on this will appear in the August issue of the Journal.

KEEPING IN TOUCH WITH MEMBERS

As the philatelic world, like the rest of society, is going to be devoid of gatherings such as exhibitions, society
meetings, stamp fairs etc over the coming months, | propose to send pdf copies of past issues of the Journal to
members as a means of keeping your interests going. For those who have been long time members, these may

awaken interest in something that you have read in the past, for others it will give you a chance to see what
members have contributed over the years.

| would like to send out one back issue per week using the email address which you gave on
your membership form. If you do not wish to continue receiving these, simply reply to me asking

to O0discontinueo. I f you do not receive back
email address, please contact me from your email address.

What interests you about Postal Stationery? What started you collecting Postal Stationery?
We are a Society of like minded members. You are not on your own!
Let your interest capture the minds of other philatelists - let them share your interest.
Encourage them to join the Postal Stationery Society or at least find out more by visiting the
website:

WWW.postalstationery.org.uk



mailto:gbpopos@gmail.com
mailto:johnhbarker@btinternet.com
http://www.postalstationery.org.uk
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CHAI RMANOG S- MBYH2A20

Continuing my look at the fringes of postal | also illustrate a later one from a Colchester &
stationery | come to privately produced items. In 1971 the Essex service which is dated 28 November 1988 in the
Post Office was hit by a strike and their monopoly on postal design. This has the same date handwritten on the back. |
deliveries was temporarily suspended. This led to a plethora have a further example printed in green without the date on
of local services issuing stamps supposedly to pay for the the front but with a handwritten 28/10/88 on the back. Do
service often (always?) run by stamp dealers. Although these arise out of a later strike or are they a souvenir of a
most of these were adhesive stamps there are also a fewphilatelic show?
stationery items. All these items are clearly purely philatelic but the

| illustrate an envelope from the Exeter Emergency fact that it was worthwhile producing them indicates that
Delivery Service. These envelopes exist picturing a variety the postal stationery market was thriving!
of famous Tudors with values from 2.5p/6d (the then
current second class rate) upwards. Adrian Parker

COLCHESTER & ESSEX

INTERNATIONAL MAIL

28 NOV 1988
STRIKE MAIL

v 7 I
3 EXETER
105" EMERGENCY
= DELIVERY SERVICE

EXETER EMERGENCY DELIVERY SERVICE
(Licensed by Post Office to operate delivery services in Exeter
during National Postal Strike 1971)

SECRETARYO S - MAY 202G

It is a difficult time for everyone at the moment and It is difficult to be positive about things at the
the health crisis is having a massive impact on our normal moment but as we are all going to be housebound for
lives as well as our hobbies. | would confirm that most several weeks, it is a good opportunity to sort out lots of
unfortunately, LONDON 2020 has had to be cancelled and st ati onery thatodés hanging ar
has been moved to February 2022. This delay is caused bycollections are going to go and to perhaps look for a
needing to fit in with other Internationals and availability of  different country or different area to collect.
judges, personnel etc.

| would also confirm that Swinpex on the 13th June The societyi courtesy ofAlan Huggins, Maurice
has also had to be cancelled but hopefully that will still go Buxton andJan Kosniowski 1 had prepared an excellent
ahead in 2021 and we will have our usual meeting there. display celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the

| hope everyone is aware that the proposed society introduction of stamped postcards and wrappers. This was
meeting at the Royal on 4th April has also had to be to be a prestigious invited display at London 2020.
cancelled. The postal auction with a closing date of the 10th Hopefully there maybe an opportunity for it to on display at
April is still live. Stampex later this year or at another event. Stanley Gibbons

At the moment our proposed meeting on 10th in their April magazine have included a write up on the
October is still planned to go ahead, although much will display and will give you an idea of the extent of display
depend on whether the country is back to a degree of which amounted to 36 frames.

normality by then. A decision on holding the October The officers of the society will obviously try and
auction will be taken later but within the next couple of keep in touch with members during this period and advise
months. when meetings and auctions get back to normal. If you can

In addition, for reasons other than the virus, the big 2 find time, write an article on your favourite topic of
day fair held at Salisbury on 18/19th October will not be stationery for the Journalit will be well received!
happening. In the meantime, can | wish all members and their
All club meetings across the country have been family good health and stay safe.
cancelled and | very much hope that they will restart the
new season in September and will not lose too many
members and too many clubs. Neil Sargent
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THE EXPERIMENTAL GB CERTIFICATES OF POSTING, 1877 - 82
Update Maurice Buxton

As a followup to the article on the
experimental Certificates of Posting in PSSJ 26/1 Fek  @&iins, :
2018, another used example ©PP3 turned up on Lo fnsort % V2277 not Registered,
eBay a little while back, bringing the number of used = “*****
examples recorded up to a grand total of four. It is
only the second used in the expected location of
Glasgow, although this one was used a couple of
months after the sale of certificates was officially
discontinued, and so is another example of how the)
saw more general use outside the ‘experimenta
parameters'.

Certificate of Posting.

addressed as under has been posted
at this Office

(i Zauterribidl (L L
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USE OF CONTEMPORARY INDIAN POSTAL STATIONERY FOR
ADVERTISING PURPOSE Maurice Buxton

Editords note: Obsol ete postal stationery ha<=atchilgengdiuemnt | vy
for advertising purposes. Contemporary Postal stationery was also widely used by merchants and others as a preferrec
medium to advertise their wares and services via Omail |
stationery has been widely reported in a series of article in past issues of this JoMianafice Buxton has sent in this short
note on the use of a contemporary postal stationery car
public to the &éGrand -Bear ewel | Leveed of Davee Kar

Under the heading of "things picked up because they look interesting even if they aren't what you collect”, | recently
acquired this inventive use of an Indian Yaa postcard.

It's advertising an 1881 performance at the Theatre Royal in Chowringhee (an important area in Kolkata/Calcutta, much
favoured by the European population of the time), but although it's done up to look like a regular posted card, itvaearly ne
actually went through the post. From the printing on the front

aThis is for/ YOU! / CALCUTTA/ TAKE ITe

-- the cards would appear to have been handed out as advertising flyers for the show. I'm no expert on Indian postmarks
but the cancellation looks suspiciously like one made up for the occasion as well.

HIS EXTRAVAGANZY

DAVEE KAR-SEN, D. C. M. V. C.,

WILL HAVE THE HONOR TO RECEIVE HIS

FRIENDS, AND THE PUBLIC IN GENERAL,

This #s for CRAND FAREWELYL LEVEE,
'Y' O U ' RHE PHEARRE S TRONAT
. CHOWRINGHEE,
‘ e $a oN SATURDAY, JULY 2yxp, 788517,
TAKE IT. (‘jLC [’/ [/‘1 RANVNEI RAWE JEEXI???

EAST INDIA

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE

| couldn't find anything about "Davee kaen" from a Google search, but he clearly had the showman pitch down pat.
Does anybody know any more about him?
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LUNDY POST CARD Neil Sargent

Stationery with a difference! Shown are a pair of 1st and 2nd class stationery cards produced on the island of Lunc
The 2nd class card with green imprint was issued in 1990 and the 1st class card with a brown imprint was issued iy 1993. T
are picture cards with the 1st class displaying a puffin and the 2nd class the MS Oldenburg which is the supply/pagsenger
that sails regularly to the island from llifracombe or Bideford.

{_ R |
| LUNDY

LUNDY POST CARD

EAT BRITAIN
%“)
4 30V1S0d

GR
Ui

T

‘ 18 \

U= oS 5L patiasa N
| LUNDY

= IUNDY POST CARD

MS OLDENBURG, Lun
To visit for the day or
(0628) 825
Photograph:

land's

passenger and supply ship. PUFFIN, Lund,
n the island, contact The Landmark Trust, To visit for the
‘Agent (0237) 431831, (0628) 825925

Photograph: Paul Harris.

Channel
y on the island, contact The Landmark Trust,
indy Agent (0237) 431831

MS Oldenburg

She is a graceful motor vessel, comfortable and
built on traditional lines. Below decks she retains her
original panelling and brass fittings, but has been
skilfully modernised to provide heated saloons, bar,
buffet, shop and information centreThe bar offers a
wide range of drinks and a relaxing atmosphere, whist hot
and cold food is provided at the buffet. You can while
away the time in our well stocked shop or find out more
about the island at the information centMS Oldenburg

Lundy lies off the coast of North Devon, where the
Atlantic ocean meets the Bristol Channel with nothing
between it and America, a granite outcrop, three miles long
and half a mile wide. In the hubbub of the modern world it is a
place apart, peaceful and unspoiled The particular character of
Lundy derives from its varied terrain; on the west side,
exposed to the Atlantic, there are high and rugged cliffs, on
the east, sheltered from the prevailing wind, the coastline is

¢ ! gentler with grassy slopes, trees and many types of wild
has scheduled sailings to Lundy up to four times a week ¢ |

: ; owers. This contrast expl ai
from either Iifracombe or Bideford and can carry 267 ganimal and plant life and its attraction to walkers, climbers and
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HOW CAN THAT BE RIGHT? Rory Morrisey

Over the past few years | have been looking at my collection of early Thailand postal stationery, comparing it with what
the catalogues say, and thinking fiHow can that be right?

My first investigations centred on the numbers of UPU rate post cards and double reply cards printed by De La Rue,
mostly in 1886 but some later, and showing the head of King Chulalongkorn in the indicium. The SPS catalogue of 1920
guoted 55,000 of the former and 30,724 of the latter, but it was quite obvious that many more of the simple post cards wer:
issued.

A visit to the Postal Museum, London provided the evidence in the form of entries in the De La Rue Foreign Daybook of
a single order totalling 505,280 of the simple cards, while the total for the double reply cards was found to be coeegt. How
600 of each type of post card were diverted to the produ
of Siamo that was made in London, and so the deliveries
La Rue lost their exclusive contract with Siam in 1896.
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Figure 1: De La Rue 4 Att UPU post card and 4+4 Att double reply card, issued 1887
(reduced)

My second field of investigation was the postal stationery cards that were printed by Giesecke and Devrient (G&D).
These eventually replaced the De La Rue UPU and Waterlow local post cards. The G&D UPU rate post card and double repl

cards with a fAiProfile Heado indicium were issued imeSept
were two- first there was the "Rejected Die" card that was probably issued by mistake in 1900, then there was the past card in
similar AProfile Headd design to the 1899 issue that was

‘3)’7-:";,'

MniumaiTne i
UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE

Feislging nilunouofy | Yd

Tund Tidounnianvieg

COTE RESERVE A LUADRESSE

Figure 2: Giesecke and Devrient 4 Att UPU post card and 4+4 Att double reply card, issued
1899, both larger than UPU regulations (reduced). The post card to Linnemann was used
in 1908 when the rate had returned to its original 1899 level.
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Figure 3: Giesecke and Devrient local 1% Att "Rejected Die" post card issued in error in
1899, and Local 1% Att post card of 1904 (reduced)

One thing that caught my eye was that the G&D UPU post cards were too big, i.e. they exceeded the UPU regulati
size of 140 x 90 mm. Not by much, but they consistently measured approximately 141 x 92 mm. None of the catalogues frc
Ascher through Linnemann to Blakeney had picked up on this. (The local cards were also 141 x 92 mm or bigger, despite w
the catalogues said, although the size was irrelevant on inland mail.) It seems obvious, but it must be said heredbét the si
the UPU post cards previously supplied by De La Rue were definitely within the UPU regulatioalsiZzz9 x 89 mm.

The next thing was that it was quite clear that enormous numbers of post cards had been supplied by G&D because tt
were so many later surcharges on them. The only figures we had were a paltry 20,000 4 Atts UPU and 10,000 4+4 Atts Ul
double reply in the SPS catalogue of 1920, although it gave the correct figure (as it turned out) of one million fdrpgbst loca
cards.

| have recently had the opportunity to visit the Sachsisches Staatsarchiv in Leipzig to investigate the records of the lo
printer, Giesecke and Devrient. A few relevant documents were found, and it was possible to piece together some of the st
It is worth noting that other collectors have tried in the past to gain access to G&D records but were unable to ddlso, proba
because Leipzig was in the East German DDR until fairly recently. Since the unification of Germany a lot of money has bet
spent in the East, some of it on the museums and archives.

The records showed that the first post card printed |
it seems, from an instruction that it should be the same as the German local post cards. Ten thousand of these lo®al cards
produced in migl894 and dispatched in August or September 1894, but they seem to have arrived in Bangkok around Api
1895- at least eight months later, although the voyage would normally have taken one month. There were some strange goir
on at this time, when De La Rue still held an exclusive contract with Siam for all postal products. The G&D local post carc
were accompanied by postage stamps at 1 and 2 Atts with

apparently fion its wayo De La Rue suppl i egsuppleditmswagissuegp s
in 1896 but they did supply further postage stamps with the same design. They were not issued because, in 1897, K
Chulalongkorn objected to his representatdime nce fiRej ected Dieo. Some of these

were issued by mistake in 1899, but most were later destroyed.

I n 1899, when the G&D AProfile Heado UPU cards were
Rue cards which seem to have lasted for another three years. It seems that some of the new G&D cards were soon iss
although | have never seen one used in 1899. A strange thing happened around this time. Previously, Thai Picture Post C
(PPCs) to UPU countries had been franked at the 12 Atts letter rate or had been used as Printed Matter at the 3 Atts rate.
Thai PPCs were over the UPU regulation siieey were produced with official sanction, probably in Germany, and were also
oversize at around 91 x 142 mm. In late 1899 they began to be franked at the UPU 4 Atts rate. Was this a coincidence, or v
the new oversize G&D cards used to check the dimensions of the PPCs?

The Leipzig archives did not furnish the initial contract for the G&D Profile Head stamps and post cards, but the
presumed second order was present. This showed a quantity of one million for each of the UPU simple post cards, the U
double reply cards, and the local post card. However, the only printing plate production cost that was charged on these ce
was for the local card. Thus | conclude that the first (not found) contract was the one that charged for the UPU cgrd printil
plates and that the initial quantities ordered were snpattbably the 20,000 and 10,000 stated in the SPS catalogue.

The three million post cards were delivered in stages during 1900 and fl8hanewritten file copy of the contract
for them is dated 24 April 1900. The total price on this contract was 28,555 marks, or about £1,500, but they were not ev
needed at the time. There were so many of them that they were surcharged as postal rates fluctuated over many years anc
replacement post cards were not needed until the next king, Vajiravudh, started his reign in 1912. They were supplied by T
Imperial Printing Works of Vienna and they were within the UPU regulation size.
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My third field for investigation was the lettercards that were issued on 1st May 1901. By the late 1890s we knew that
Giesecke and Devrient of Leipzig were printing the stamps and postal stationery of Siam. Someone assumed, therefore, th
Giesecke and Devrient had printed the four lettercards, but it didn't look like that to me. The design looked much there like
postal stationery cards printed previously by De La Rue of London. The indicium on the lettercards was basically the same D¢
La Rue design, and the size, material and perforations were the same as the lettercards printed by De La Rue foPd British
Office.

A visit to the Postal Museum London yielded confirmation of my suspicion. On the microfilm of De La Rue's Foreign
Day Book, there it wasa delivery in the first week of October 1896. It consisted of four different lettercards at diffemnt r
There were 303,888 of the 2 Atts card for the local rate, 50,820 at 4 Atts for the Inland rate, 20,568 at 10 Atts faiglthe spe
rate to neighbouring countries, and lastly 20,652 at 12 Atts for the UPU letter rate, slightly more than the catalogues said.

The trouble was, | now had other mysteries over which to ponder. Firstly, why did Siam, uniquely as far as | know, have
four different lettercards at different rates? They were very expensive, costing the Siamese £419/17/1. Secondly, velyy were th
not issued soon after they arrived in Siam? It is believed that they were unpopular and that few were sold, but that is not t
answer.
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Figure 4: 10 Att and 12 Att lettercards, issued in 1901 (reduced).
The 10 Att rate was for neighbouring countries from December 1894.
The UPU letter rate was reduced to 9 Atts in 1907 so the 10 Atts lettercard was acceptable
for Austria

Thanks are due to the Postal Museum, London and the Sachsisches Staatsarchiv, Leipzig for access to the records of
printers.

Share your interest with other members!

| am always pleased to receive article, notes, comments etc on all
aspects of postal stationery collecting and on individual items of posta
stationery.

Please send copy for the August issue of the Journal to reach the Edit
by Wednesday 1st July 2020

Contact details on Page 2 of this issue of the Journal.

John Barkef
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GB POSTAL STATIONERY NEWSPAPER WRAPPER WP15:
EARLIEST USED DATE Jan KoSniow

Being a catalogue editor is no easy task, one has to rely on the information to hand at the time of publication. The mc
sources there are to search the more difficult the tac
published just a few months ago several issues have come to light. One of these is regarding the GB postal station
newspaper wrapp&WP15. This issue has the ribbon with horizontal shading while the earlier issue in 1879 has the ribbon witt
vertical shading

The editoroés original researches pr oduc e WP1bwas founcis ul t
The Philatelic Record No 93 page 156, published in October 1886, which recorde@uhafdrrespondent states that the
variation appears to have taken place about the year 1883, as he has specimens of the official issue in brown, datdd in Jun
that year, which show both the original and the altered die

Great Britain.—A correspondent has pointed out to us what
had hitherto escaped our own eyes, as well as those of others, for
all we know to the contrary ; namely, that the die from which the
halfpenny wrappers are at present printed by Messrs. De La Rue
and Co. is not quite identical with that employed either for the
original issues in green or for those now printed for the public at
Somerset House. We are not able to account for this variation,
except on the supposition of the use, by Messrs. De La Rue and
Co., of a secondary die, which has been touched-up by the
engraver. Our correspondent states that the variation appears to
have taken place about the ycar 1883, as he has specimens of
the official issue in brown, dated in June of that year, which show
both the original and the altered die.

The J B Moens catalogue, published in 1893, lists thi

96 Grande Bretagne — Gi

Décembre 1877. Le papier est chamois pdle.
7511 12penny,vert . . « . (1)075 »
13 Septembre 1878. Méme effigie dans un ovale,

sans instruction, G. sur chamois pale. 7916.

12 1 penny, brun-rouge foncé (1) 0 30 »
{3 1 » » pile (1) 0°25 »

5]
75
Avril 1879. Changement de cowl. des bandes
12 p. de 1877 avec 5 lignes d'instruction.
7514 1/2 penny, brun-rouge. . (1) 0 25 »

Juin 1883. Retouche dans les ornements supc-
rieurs du timbre.

7515 412 penny, brun-rouge. . (1) » »

1+ Septembre 1888. Modification des instruc-
tions, réduite a quatre lignes.

7516 4(2 penny, brun-rouge. . {1) 0 20 =»
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The Philatelic Record No 196 page 86, April 1895, stated that "The new type came into use in June 1883..."

Great Britain.—In a recent number of the INl. Br. Journal
M. Th. Haas bas an article upon unknown and known varieties in
stamps ; and amongst the rest he has singled out the two varieties
of the haltpenny wrapper stamps, which, however, are not unknown
to us, though they may be to many of our German friends. The
new type came into use in Jume, 1883; but the old type still
continues to be used on all wrappers printed at Somerset House on
paper brought in by the public. M. Haas's test is not onrs, which
has been the variation in the arabesques above the tablet carrying
the value, as mentioned in PAil. Record, vol. viil p. 156 (1886).
That of M. Haas is perhaps more readily seen, and therefore we
mention it. It is that in the second type the third or outermost
uncoloured circle is wider than in the first type. In this latter
type the width of the uncoloured eireles is much more equal.

Henry Collinés and Henry L Cal manbdés catalogue, A Cat
Envelopes and Wrappers, compiled ¢1895 and published in 1901, lists the wrapper as issued in June, 1883

GREAT BRITAIN. 281
June 1st, 1881. to letter postage. If this rule be infringed,
Same as issue of 1878-79, but on thick the packet will be charged as a letter.
paper. Dark buff wove paper.
ark buff wove paper. Size 300x1235 mm.
Size 300x125 mm. 1516  %p red brown
151 Y db
ngg /fg ::d b:f,’:,‘,’ II. Printed to order.
June, 1883. October, 1870.
Stamp same as ¥%p of previous issue, but Same type as issue of 1870, printed to the
die retouchcd. right on wrappers of various sizes and colors
Buff wove paper. no instructions are printed on the wrapper.
Size 300x125 mm, 1517 ¥ p red brown, white paper
1515 %p brown red 1518  ¥p red brown, bluish paper
The principal difference between the re- 1519  Yp red brown, buff paper
touched and the original die is in the ribbon and other colored papers.
?)t the back of the hair and the cut-off part of September, 1888.
ust, : =
Stamp of same type as issue of September
September, 1888, 13th printed to the right of wrapper of
Same as last but with following instmg- white or buff paper of various sizes and with-
tions in four lines in block type. ‘' This out instructions printed on them.
Wrapper may only be used for Newspapers 1520 Ip red brown, white paper
or for such documents as are allowed to be 1521  tpred brown, buff paper
sent at the book rate of postage and must and other colored papers

not enclose any letter or other article liable

The 1900 Stanley Gibbons stationery catalogue gives n
1914 gives no date. The Grosser Ganzsattatalog, by Dr Siegfried Ascher, published in 1928 gives the date as 1883. The
Higgins & Gage catalogue also just gives the date as 1883, not surprising as most of it was based on Ascher.

A K Huggins, in British Postal Stationery, 1971, gives the date as 1883 and in addition recordsrtiupstita¢ion date of the
die was 14 October 1881

I'n the APost al Stationery Newspaper Wrapper Catal ogue
given as June 1883. This was based on the all above references and the fact that no earlier copy had come to light up to tt
time; several hundred copies having been examined by the editor. However, about two months after publication, a collection o
GB newspaper wrappers was acquired by the editor and in this collection were two examples of\iWRippostmarked in
February 1883.

10
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The earliest example being one postmarked on 13 February 1883

This Wrapper may only be used for Newspapers, or for

such documents as are allowed to be sent at the Book-rate
of Im:\'f:l.},:c. and must not enclose any letter or communication
of the nature of a letter (whether separate or otherwise).

If thisrule be infringed, the packet will be charged as a letter. - .-

4
Q/%L% M/

i

//>€,Zu ¢4 »—:6 Ha_(
( /e///[;’//“

And the other copy was postmarked, just six days later, on 19 February 1883
o e Fhis rapper&‘m&}' only be used for Newspapérs'wf for

ey ,5\4‘?. such’ documents as are. allowed to be sent gt the Book-rate

+ ¢ of postage, and must not ‘¢niclose any letter or communication
 of the nature ofa letter (whether ‘separate or otherwise).
If this rule be infringed, the packet will be charged as a letter.

On reflection it l ooks very much | i ke the early <cat g
makes the earliest known date of use as 13 February 1883. In view of the fact that the registration date of the die was
October 1881, it further suggests that earlier copies are still very probable.
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GB POSTAL STATIONERY NEWS Alan Huggins

NEW ITEMS REPORTED

Envelopes Post Office Issues:

Queen Victoria 18457 2d light blue embossed envelope on Dickinson threaded paper typE&IBR (n the last issue of the
JournalSimon King reported this envelope with a SPECIMEN overprint type 2 which would be a new finding, and indeed on
also tracking the online example Simon reported, he has to be congratulated on spotting something previously overlooked b
both the lateColin Baker and myself, when Colin illustrated the item in an article he wrote for the Philatelic Bulletin. The
enlarged illustrations clearly show the characteristic shortened bottom crossbar of the first 'E' and the weak uppke part of
right hand vertical stroke of the 'N' of the type 2 overprint.

Type 2 overprint
Si mon Kingds exampl e

Type 2 overprint
Colin Bakerods ex

Type 8 overprint

superimposed onto >

Colin Bakerlos exampj e
for comparison I

Type 2 overprints have been recorded on a number of items dating between 1857 and 1866 and appear to have been u:
for internal purposes by the Inland Revenue Stamping Department. It was also struck retrospectively on Mulready envelope
and letter sheets held at Somerset House for record purposes. The whereabouts of the example Colin illustrated is unknown t
his and Simon's copy probably fall into a similar category.

[Editor: for comparison purposes, | have superimposed a portion of a sdaRGzfbwith the usual Type 8 SPECIMEN
overprint on top of the relevant part of Colin Bakerodés e
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