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Society Calendar

Pl ease read the Secretaryods Notes
regarding changes to our schedule of meetings for 2020.

KEEPING IN TOUCH WITH MEMBERS

The philatelic world, like the rest of society, has become devoid of gatherings such as
exhibitions, society meetings, stamp fairs etc. Over the last few months | have been sending pdf
copies of past issues of the Journal to members as a means of keeping interests going. | hope to
continue to do so for the foreseeable future.

If you have not been receiving back copies, and you wish to do so, it could be that | do not
have your current email address, please email me from your current email address and | will add
your name to my list. For those of you who no longer wish to receive these back copies, please
let me know and | will stop filling up your inbox!

In the mean time, if you have time to spare, why not write a short article about some aspect
of your collection or your postal stationery collecting interests?

I f you have never written for a Journal bef o
to say and | will provide any help with putting together an article.

Postal Stationery Society Website
Did you know that there are links to 40 Top Class Postal Stationery Exhibits covering a wide range of
subjects. The contents of the Postal Stationery Society Journals for the past 17 years are also listed
together with articles selected from pasf§ i s:

www.postalstationery.orqg.uk
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CHAIl RMANOG S- AQGUST 2020

The Lundy postcards in the last journal prompted me The other card contains a philatelic stamping on a
to consider picture postcards for this chat. Unlike the British Nat i on all Gallery postcard of
Post Office (which only got round to it in 1993) many other CSP264Cin the Amendments booklet, there shown as NR
post offices were already issuing postal stationery picture used. Note the stamping is upside down in relation to the
postcards in the 19th century. The British STO sector was picture.
also more enterprising. There have been articles in the
Journal on railway cards, on the Royal Exchange cards and ~
on the Ford Dagenham cards already and several philatelic
organisations produced picture postcards in the current
reign (which probably deserves a full article from someone)
so | have come up with a couple of different examples.

The Edward VIl card CS26(arms b, size 86x130)
I was presumably prepared by the Le Strange Hotel for the
use of its guests. According to Trip Advisor the hotel still
exists but is rather more expensive now!

(1981-GLL1)
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HUNSTANTON — THE LE STRANGE ARMS & GOLF LINKS HOTEL &
GROUNDS FROM THE ENTRANCE GATES.

This is an area where the philatelist competes with
the deltiologist giving rise to the possibility that items may
hide in one area only and also that a single item may have
two distinct values according to the area in which they are
being marketed.

Adrian Parker

SECRETARYO S -AUGTH 2020

Hopefully all members have been able to keep safe take the decision now.
and well during the last few months and been able to put the The AGM reports will be circulated to members in
lockdown to good use in sorting out collections and due course and if any member has an issue that they would
deciding on new areas of interest. It has been very intend raising at the AGM, please let me know before hand
disappointing that all club meetings, fairs and events have and | will circulate it around the Officers.
had to be cancelled and that is likely to continue for some The October auction will still go ahead but as a
time. Regretfully I must advise members that the Officers Postal Auction only. A strong catalogue has been prepared
and Committee have decided to cancel our October meeting with many excellent lots and rare items. Please do not
due to take place at the Royal. Despite the building no hesitate to email me if you require further information on
doubt being able to provide for social distancing, the need any of the items for sale or if you require scans before
for members to travel into London to attend and the putting in your bids. Bidder numbers were low for the April
potential for a second wave of the virus makes it sensible to auction so there were some good bargains to be el




The Postal Stationery Society Journal.  Volume 28 No. 3 August 2020

not miss out this time! possible to invite you to join in. It is actually easy to

On the 1Y July, a joint zoom meeting was held participate and good fun and helps us all keep involved in
between members of our Society and those of the Australian the hobby.
Stationery Society. It turned out to be very enjoyable and Auction houses seem to be up and running again but
good fun. Frank Pauer from Oz gave an excellent talk on only on a postal or internet basis with restricted viewing
the 7d Airletters of Australia from 1944 to 1952. The ability. Even so, the opportunity of acquiring new material
display took the form of a PowerPoint show with Frank is welcomed.
talking through each slide. He showed a range of excellent In the next issue of the journal | will update
material and had a great depth of knowledge of his subject. members on progress of proposed meetings for 2021 and
Glad to say that Maurice Buxton then took over hopefully we may be able to be more positive about the
representing our Society and gave a fascinating presentationfuture. | would also like to thank our Editor, John Barker,
and talk on Victorian stamped-order post cards. The for sending pdf copies of back issues of the Journal on a
material was excellent, including several items | had not weekly basis. Again it keeps us in touch and they make
seen before, and was able to explain the development of stoexcellent reading particularly if, like me, you recycled a
cards admirably. My thanks to both the speakers for an load of old magazines in the lockdown and then found you
excellent job and to lan McMahon in Canberra and Mike had inadvertently thrown out most of your back copies of
Smith in Basingstoke for arranging it. the Journal!!

We are currently looking into the possibility of the Wishing good health to everyone and please do not
Society holding a zoom meeting in October to replace our forgetto send in your bids for the October auction.
cancelled meeting. Once the format and content has been

determined we will try and contact as many members as Neil Sargent
SAFEBOX - Revisited & COVID -19 John Barker
Those members who have been | ooking through the O6back
6l edookwn & may have nG@Gebrgeckéngin \Yoh2é Noa3r(Seit out an Fridgy 24th July). George reported on
this novel piece of postal stationery 6The Safebox6l mark
stationery in that it bears an impression to show that prepayment has been made for a specific postal service, as@an be seer
the illustration below. Details of the 6Safeboxd can be

https://www.royalmail.com/sites/royalmail.com/files/20194.0/RoyalMail-SafeboxTerms
ConditionsJune2019.pdf

B 343 9pISuUl 31 SIUAUOD
aso|2 10u o ONINYVYM

safe

Safebox™: the only pre-paid
and secure packaging solution
for sending specimens.

Royal Mail

v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v

The original version of this leaflet was issued in 2008 (as can be seen at the bottom of the last page of a copy sent in b
Maurice Buxtons o me whi |l e ago) . The o6Safebox6 is stildl avail abl

®
J 5 100%
From wellmanaged forests
oc-cossst
it

FSC

The |l eaflet, partly illustrated on the next page, gives
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Safebox™ was developed
by working closely with

When you send
specimens, you want
them to

Safebox™ Dame s so you can be sure it’s
fits the bill. v v designed with your

First Clas:

s e
POSTAGE PRE-PAID

in mind.

Tamper
evident seal )
Absorbent )

wadding inside

Address label )

Terms and conditions...

IMPORTANT: Please read these terms and conditions before you use Royal Mail Safebox™

SafEbOXTM; Safebox™ step by step
the

>

yal Mai

Al t hough the 6Safebox6é conforms to UN3373 speldsamplec at i
testing, possibly because of its high cost including the cost of pre payment of postage. Instead samples are itettinged for
in less expensive packages which also conform to UN 3373 (illustrated below). These can be placed in one of over 30,(
specially selected priority post boxes identified by stickers similar to that illustrated.

== _ BLWCH POST
seemer BLAENORIAETHOL

mem  PRIORITY

[e— POSTBOX

Returning to the 6Safebox6, I't would be interesting
indicium as it is embossed into the plastic body and not printed onto the label. A traditional date stamp would not suffic
neither would the postmands O6biro squigglebd, what about
melting a cross?that would surely invalidate it! However, is it necessary to cancel an indicium? As with all thing purchased
it is important to read the o6éinstructions/terms & cond
Product b56reads:

It would seem that the Royal mail is taking a similar
approach to the rase of (urcancelled) postage stamps.
Not in terms of penalty!, but in terms issuing a revenue

protection notice to the recipient of an item of mail if it
ary Customear who reuses a Royal Mail Safebox Product shows any evidence that a stamp may have been re

"o either the Health & Safety Executive. the Livil Aviation used. Evidence of rgumming, small adhesion of bits
Autharity or the Maritime and Coastguard Agency. of paper beneath the stamp have all been used to justify
invalidating a suspected-tessed stamp. Lack of any sort
of cancellation does not seem to be evidence that a stamp has not been previously used as postage.

&. The Custarner shall not re-wse a Royal Mail Safebox
Froduct. Roval Mail Group reserves the nght to refer
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BELGIUM POST WAR 10% PRICE REDUCTION

Going back a few years, to the end of WW II., many
Belgian citizens were unemployed and very impoverished
by the after effects of the war. Food and other goods were
rather expensive being subject to availability and demand.
In 1946 the Belgian government decided to take action and
imposed a 10% price reduction on ALL goods and without
prior notice to avoid people hoarding produce and other
goods. This meant that all prices had to be reduced
immediately by 10 %, no one was prepared and the Belgian
post instructed the local post offices to have a small
handstamp made by local craftsman (printers usually had
some sort of lettering that could be used). There were no
instruction as to the size or lettertype or specific format. As
soon as these post offices had th&d% hand stamp they

started stamping them on all stamps and postal stationery.

This way hundreds of different types were produced and
sold to the public. Double prints, shifted imprints, a couple
in red (black inkpad gone dry???), inverted, have your
pick. A bonanza for the few remaining collectors. (see scan)

POSTKAART
MET BETAALD ANTWOORD |

CARTE POSTALE

AVEC REPONSE PAYEE
b 4

5

POSTKAART

T S
JE-8g

BELGIOUE,
“F 7o 4 i RS

CARTE poSTALE. 1"

1

5 POSTKAART
Sty
NS4 (D)
NG -
T CARTE POSTALE
R

POSTKAART
CARTE POSTALE

CARTE POSTALE

L

POSTKAART

ST

Edy Pockelé

Virtually all types of- 10% imprints are identified
and linked to the post office that did the imprint thanks to 4
philatelist friends who each took one or more provinces to
prospect and buy a (small) number of each overprinted item
and also mark in pencil on their back the name of the post
office of origin. This way they covered the complete
Belgian surface! I'm one of the few remaining collectors
that had the privilege to know them, again ages ago. Our
former president was one of them, Dr. Stibbe. I'm indebted
to them all for educating me.

The card illustrated below is of the regular issue of
1946 at the inland rate of 0,75 fr. (cat nr. 128 FN) This card
was sent on June 11th when ti€% was already in force.
To simplify things the Belgian post stipulated the new rate
for the inland postcard would be 0,65 fr. Which is more
than -10%.

L.

O _CIE_ESCAUT...

#: rue_de la Bourse IO ...
gs

LANVERS

R LIEGE 1 786

The postage to pay on this card is:

postcard inland = 0,65 fr.
+ registration (old rate = 3,5010 %) = 3,15 fr.
Totalling the correct rate for this shipment of 3,80 fr.

The sender, an insurance broker, added 3,05 fr. in
the form of his Hasler type F 106 machine that contained 8
fixed dies at fixed values per die. No 3,05 die was available
so he had to imprint with the dies the machine contained
hence:

2 imprints of 1ff50 = 3,00 fr

and 1 imprintof 5 ¢ = 0,05fr.

+ 0,75 fr adhesive (ndl0%) = 0,75 fr.
Total 3,80 fr

Obviously the sender knew all about tHi® % rate
and acted accordingly to
happy to have in my collection.

proc
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FORCES 1%d AIRLETTER Neil Sargent

| was looking through part of my Military Mail AP8 as AP7b but with the overlay and inscriptions in
display and decided to look a little more closely at the 1%2d orangebrown with solid address lines
airletter. | found about 8/9 copies, both mint and used, and All the above noted to be on pale buff paper apart from
decided to check them further using th@&70 and 2007 AP7aa
stationery books by Alan Huggins. It was interesting to see
the difference in various shades both of the imprint and of The 2007 catalogue lists the numbers AR3F5a and b

the paper usedno doubt the result of pestar difficulties. (beingAP7aandb) andAPF6 (beingAPS). It mentions the

The 1970 catalogueefers to 4 types using a different di f f erence in | ength of t he
numbering system to the 2007 (Huggins & Baker) there are variations in the sealing flaps. This refers to
catalogue. These are: Andrew Whitworth's listing ( kindly lent to me by John
AP7a with the overlay and inscriptions in yellelarown Barker). This list differentiates between the angle of the

with dotted address lines and, on the back, the side flaps at 56/60/75 degrees but | have not explored this

AfSenders Name and Addr esdifferencehbrei ng 43.5mm | ong

and the Al o6 of Oéenclosuresd below Aui o of O&ésuitabl e

on the front There is also a reference to the imprint varying in
APT7aaas above but on bluisirey paper colour from brown to deep brown and the lettering varying
AP7Tbas 7a but with ASender s HMMannmrgéelldvdoioramgerdvehmm | ong

and the Al 6 of O6enclosuresbd being below the Auodo of

O6sui tabl e

6 on the front

! FORCES
' LETTER Having set the scene, my first copy has a
Not suitable light brown imprint on a light pale buff paper.
The second is a darker brown imprint on a
FORCES
LETTER more pale buff paper.

Not suitable
for enclosures

w Both of these areA\P7dAPF5a copies. The lower copy
certainly has a different colour of lettering on the front.

Three used copies of the airletter, the top two being used in
1945 and the third in April 1946.

The printing on the front varies on these two
> with the lettering on the second appearing
more orange and both with dark brown im-
prints.

The bottom copy is AP8/APF6 with solid ad-
dress lines with pale orange lettering.

The top copy does have a greyish tinge to the paper. All
three have the 0Sendero6s. . 0
the top two ag\P7h.

1 British Postal Stationery A.K. Huggins 1970
2 Collect British Postal Stationery Alan Huggins & Colin Baker 2007

7
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The headers to the right will hopefully show the

di fferent positioning of the |l etter Al 0 previousl
referred to.
The top one shows the letter Al o sitting
underneath the fAui o of th word ab
The | ower example clearly shows the | etter Al o is
underneath the | etter Auo of the word above.

| know - subtle difference but it does differentiaté\P7b and

highlights a difference with the airletter with the solid address
lines APF6. They also show the different fonts used, with the

lower one having thinner lettering.

Shown left is another unused copy, this
time with a brown imprint, again on greyish
tinged paper.

| do not consider this to b&P7adAPF5Db, i.e.

the greyish paper as it is not a strong enough
grey colour, but iAP5dAPF5a.  Clearly there
are a variety of paper shades.

lllustrated to the left is a fine used example
of AP8/APF6 with the solid address lines.
Used from Plymouth to MEF in November
1945.
| have another copy used in April 1946 from

the same sender.

The above is an effort to highlight the solid
address lines of this airletter




